
July 6, 2017 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 

I often say my daily prayers wearing the prayer shawl that the Needle Arts Guild gave me when I first 

arrived at St. Mary’s. It has been with me to the hospital and to the Holy Land. The prayer shawl is 

sacramental to me. The Book of Common Prayer defines a sacrament as an outward and visible sign 

of an inward and spiritual grace. The outward and visible sign is the shawl; the inward and spiritual 

grace is the prayers and love of the community and the healing power of the Holy Spirit that surround 

me when I wear it. When I have my shawl, I feel your presence with me. When I pray with my shawl, 

I feel you praying with me.  

 

I am not the only one who 

appreciates the prayer shawls. The 

Needle Arts Guild has knitted and 

given away over 800 prayer shawls 

since the ministry began. I have 

given them to numerous people who 

are sick and to those who are 

grieving. I have seen them in 

hospital rooms and on death beds. 

We have even had at least one 

parishioner who was buried with 

hers. I have received countless words 

and notes of gratitude to pass along 

to the knitters.  

 

Thank you for your generous giving to St. Mary’s that allows ministries like the Needle Arts Guild to 

touch so many lives. The ministry benefits those who receive the shawls and those who knit them. 

Your financial gifts help maintain the building where the knitting happens. Your generosity helps 

foster the community that allows this and so many ministries to flourish.  

 

Enclosed is your second quarter statement, detailing your financial gifts to St. Mary’s in 2017. If you 

see any problems or have any questions, please contact Lana Johnson, Records and Finance Manager, 

at lana@saint-marys.org or at 541-343-9253.  

 

Thank you again for your generosity.  

 

Blessings,  

 

 

 

Bingham Powell+ 

Rector, St. Mary’s 

1300 Pearl Street       Eugene, Oregon 97401      541.343.9253      www.Saint-Marys.org        
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