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Beyond Belief: 
Journey to the Heart of Christianity 

Wherever you are RIGHT NOW, wherever you are in your journey and 

in your life, is exactly right. Learn more about this four-week spiritual 

program on page 5. 

Parish Picnic 
Join us! Bring a friend!  

See page 3. 

Parking Lot Sale!  
The annual parking lot sale is a success because of  
YOU! Donate items, price and sort, or shop the sale! 
How you help is up to you!  
See page 3. 

Rites of  Passage 
Women’s Retreat Re-boot! All women of  
St. Mary’s are invited!  
See page 9. 

Faith Community Fund 
How our youth pilgrims addressed the carbon footprint of  

their spiritual pilgrimage to England and France.  
See page 10.  
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How We Live 
Sharon L. Rodgers, Liturgist 

 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this 

night, p. 134, BCP 
 

At the language school in Cuernavaca, where I will hopefully be 

heading only a couple days after you read this, we finish each day 

with compline. I love the service as much, if not more, in Spanish 

as in English. The prayer from which the opening line quoted 

above comes means even more to me now than in the past, thanks 

to the first night I’ve ever spent in a hospital, three nights ago. 

Early on I was in so much pain (pray you never get a kidney 

stone!) I was completely at the mercy of the people working 

around me. Desperate for relief, I was acutely aware of how 

carefully they carried out the steps necessary to both ease my pain 

and identify the problem. All the while I was comforted in a way 

that goes far deeper than words by my brother’s presence. He 

managed, as he has done so many times over the years, to lower 

my anxiety, in this case by flitting from one topic to another, 

whether or not I was able to meaningfully respond, always with a 

look on his face that told me how hard watching can be, when he 

so clearly wanted to be able to DO something to ease my pain.   

  

Later, after he, I, and the doctor agreed it would be best for me to 

spend the night at the hospital Kenny went home. I in turn drifted 

in and out of consciousness, having finally responded to the pain 

medication, amazed at how incredibly peaceful everything seemed. 

I could hear the nurses passing back and forth on the other side of 

the curtain, occasionally speaking to each other, but more often in 

silence.  When I needed help someone was there at the push of a 

button.  (I’d always heard that expression but now I understand it.)  

Around 2 AM I was moved to a short stay room where a different 

night nurse was unfailingly kind until I was wheeled to surgery at 

6 AM. 

 

I’ve never had a night job, never had the responsibility of being 

“on” in those quiet hours after midnight when most of the world is 

fast asleep. How fortunate the rest of us are that there are people 

willing and able to take on that responsibility.  Every night there 

are people working, watching, and yes, weeping, while we sleep.  

Maybe we have been one of them at some point in time. Maybe we 

know one or more of them.  What I know is how profoundly 

grateful I am to have been loved and cared for by people willing to 

be there for me when I really needed them. Collectively they took 

a miserable experience and wrapped it in the Love that is God.  

1300 Pearl Street Eugene, Oregon 97401 
Church Office 541-343-9253 

Web Page:  www.saint-marys.org 
“Like” us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/st.marys.eugene 
“Follow” us on Instagram: 

www.instagram.com/st.marys.eugene/ 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 9 AM to 5 PM,  Monday - Friday 

 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Bingham Powell, Rector 

The Rev. Christine Marie, Small Group Ministry Developer 
The Rev. Heather Parr, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Nancy Crawford, Deacon 
The Rev. Tom English, Deacon 

 

MUSIC 
Linnae Eckley, Cherub Choir Director 

Jessica Rossi, Psalmist & Intergenerational Choir Director 
Carrie Peil Warner, Joyful Noise Choir Director 

Tom Trent, Liturgical Choir Director 
Christine Zeller-Powell, Spanish Service Pianist 

 

OFFICE 
Judy Alison, Building and Operations Manager 

Email: judy@saint-marys.org 
Louise Fortuna, Communication and Program Coordinator 

and Bellringer Editor 
Email: louise@saint-marys.org 

Lana Johnson, Finance and Records Manager 
Email: lana@saint-marys.org 

Tom Beckstrand, Facilities and Grounds Maintenance 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND  
YOUNG ADULTS 

Glenda Jeter, Nursery Coordinator & Care Giver  
Taylor Cabrera, Nursery Care Giver 

Carolyn Williams, Children and Youth Ministries Director 
The Rev. Doug Hale, Campus Chaplain 

Kristyn Dodge, Assistant Chaplain 
 

VESTRY 
Chris Spinks, Senior Warden 
Phil Barnhart, Junior Warden 

Pam Birrell 
Lydia Fabian 
Peter Ganter 

Carolyn Gates 
Rosie Hammond 
Katharine Hunt 
Megan Lintner 
Don Loomis 
Rose Thomas 
Peter Verrey 

Tamara Bressi, Clerk 
Ron Scharfer, Treasurer 
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Happenings 

Parking Lot Sale   
Saturday, August 17 

 
Please bring your amazing donations to St. Mary’s, starting 
on August 11!  We will be here to collect donations from 
3:30-5:30 PM on Sunday August 11, and during the whole 
following week. The money we raise goes directly toward 
our youth pilgrimages for our J2A students.  We love 
getting furniture and other home goods, including books, 
decor, kitchen appliances, dishes and silverware, yard tools, 
sporting goods, exercise equipment, etc.!  Please, no 
clothing.   
 
Also, we are looking for help - sorting and pricing, and 
day-of. Interested? Sign up at the table outside the Guild 
Room and we will contact you. We will sort and price 
Monday, August 12, through Friday, August 16. The 
Parking Lot Sale is Saturday, August 17.  
 
Please contact Carolyn Williams carolyn@saint-marys.org 
with questions! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Flower Workshop for Mary Sunday  
Saturday, August 17 from 1 to 3 PM 

  
Join in preparing for the celebration of Mary Sunday! With 
many hands and creative ideas, we will festoon the church 
with flowers in Mary’s colors of blue and white. Please join 
the Altar Guild and other parishioners on Saturday, August 
17 from 1-3 PM in Berktold Hall to arrange flowers for the 
main and chapel altars, the Mary statue, and around the 
church in honor of Mary Sunday. There will be a variety of 
flowers, greens, colors, and textures to inspire your 
arrangements. Flower arranging tips, supplies, and 
guidance provided. Anyone who wishes to join in is 
welcome. Please bring garden clippers. If you want to 
contribute any blue or white flowers from your garden 
please bring to the workshop.  Questions, call Karen 
Johnson 541-344-1728. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Mary Sunday 
August 18 

 
Join us as we celebrate the Feast of St. Mary on August 18. 
In celebration of this important feast day the 11 AM 
service will be a Solemn High Eucharist. Solemn High 
services involve the fuller ceremonial practices of the 
church, including the use of incense. The Liturgical Choir, 
which is on summer break, will make a special appearance 
at the 11 AM Solemn High Eucharist.  

Parish Picnic  
Sunday, August 18, 3:30 to 5:30 PM 

at Lively Swim Center  
(6100 Thurston Rd, behind Splash Wave Pool) 

 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, and drinks will be provided by the 
Men’s Club. (Willamalane Park regulation do not allow 
alcoholic beverages at events.) Bring a side dish, salad, or 
dessert to share! This year’s picnic will include a Compline 
service at the end. This addition should be meaningful to all. 
Schedule follows: 
        3:30 - 5:00     Eating and Socializing 
        5:00 - 5:15     Parish Photograph 
        5:15 - 5:30     Compline Service 
        5:30 - 6:00     Clean up and departure 
Questions? Call John Pfanner at 541-852-3529 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
HIBsters (Happy In-betweeners) 

Sunday, August 18 
 
The Hibsters will gather at the St. Mary's annual picnic for 
our August meet-up.  Questions? Contact 
Lana_R_Johnson@hotmail.com. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Golden Age Group 

Monday, August 19 at 12 Noon 
 

If you are 70 years old or older, we hope you will join us for 
the Summer Has Flown luncheon and gathering (206 W 
27the Ave.) Wear your best bib and tucker! It's a party! RSVP 
to Phyllis Hamel at osip43@gmail.com or 541-505-8184. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Vacation Bible Camp 
August 19 to 23 

See page 8 for more details. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

St. Mary’s Widows’ Group 

 
Monthly meetings will resume in September. 

Enjoy summer with family and friends. 
 

Questions? 
Please call Helga at 541-344-0228 or Jean at 541-520-2285 

 
“Sometimes I need only to stand wherever I am to be blessed.” 

Mary Oliver 
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Listening Hearts 

The Rev. Christine Marie, Small Group Ministry Developer 
 

Conflict in Spiritual Community  

 
We live in a world filled with 
conflict, which can be very 
upsetting. We come to church 
looking for perspective on conflict, 
how to remain human when we 

disagree with someone, or when 
someone is upset with us. We may 
want our church community to be a 
place where we will not have to 
experience conflict at all. 

 
Jesus told us to love one another the way he loved us (John 
13:34), and to love our enemies and pray for our persecutors 
(Matt 5:44). He never said, just hang out with the people 
who will never disagree with you.  
 

J. Richard Hackman, a Harvard professor who specialized in 
group organization, spoke about conflict in groups in the 
PBS series, This Emotional Life. He gave some surprising 

advice: Move towards conflict rather than away from it. He 
believed it was not possible to avoid conflict, and have nice, 
smooth, harmonious group interaction all the time. Even if 
it were possible, he did not think it desirable. “It is in the 
conflict that we really capture the differences of perspective 

that is the reason for having a group in the first place.” 
 

Some people say that the Episcopal Church has a big 

umbrella, meaning, there is room under its roof for many 
different viewpoints, for a variety of perspectives on God 
and how to live our lives faithfully. Most of us do not want 
to be told what to believe and how to live, but we hold back 
from sharing our deepest values and opinions for fear of 

creating conflict.  
 

Here’s where the practice of listening deeply and respectfully 

can play a big role. The practice of letting go of our agenda 
and truly trying to understand another human being can be 
liberating in unexpected ways. Listening without comment 
or argument, listening prayerfully and welcoming growth 
and discomfort, can greatly enliven and enrich our lives. 
Jesus always moved towards conflict. His love is the biggest 

umbrella of all. 
 

At St. Mary’s, we want to offer the opportunity for each 

person who wants one to be in a small group that meets 
regularly. A small group can be a place where we explore our 
deepest selves in the company of others we may or may not 
agree with.  
 

Questions? Contact me at christine@saint-marys.org. 

New Book for Sale 

Photo credit: Christine Marie 

Living with Paradoxes:  
A Christian Approach 
By Geoff Colvin and Pat Foley 

Foreword by the Rev. Bingham Powell 
 

Life’s paradoxes, if unchecked, can trap us in a “no man’s 
land” situation, and hold us in tension and confusion. 
However, by using the spiritual approach described in this 
book, paradoxes can become opportunities to grow in our 
sacred journey. 
 

“Great book!  You have combined the theoretical with the practical in 
such a clear and convincing manner. I am amazed at how you could 
distill so much information and insight into a compact book.” ~ 
William Apel, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, Linfield College 

 

Proceeds from the sale of the book go to St. Mary’s for our 
Saturday Breakfast and other outreach ministries that help 
those in need.  As of July 25, sales (from St. Mary’s and 
beyond) have brought in $618.05 for our Saturday 
Breakfast. That is enough to cover one full breakfast and 
puts us well on our way to cover a second! Thank you to 
everyone who has purchased a book. 
 

You can still order a book! (Cost $15) 
THREE WAYS TO ORDER 
Mail Order: Behavior Associates, 2585 Windsor Circle E, 

Eugene, OR 97405 
Contact Geoff Colvin directly, 541-915-1645 or 

geoffcolvin@comcast.net 
Online: Amazon.com (search - books … Geoff Colvin … 

Living with Paradoxes)  
 

Questions? Contact Geoff (contact info above) 
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Vestry Report 

As this report reaches your mail boxes, inboxes, and web browsers, 
we will be in the last half of the summer season. Vacations, camps, 
hikes, swims, BBQs, all will have been done with more planned. 
One of the most exciting of these extracurricular activities within 
the St. Mary’s community is the youth pilgrimage. In July nine 
youth and four adults set out for a spiritual pilgrimage in England 
and France. The Vestry would like to take the time to express our 
gratitude to all thirteen of these pilgrims, but we especially want to 
thank Ryan Baker-Fones. Ryan, who has been our seminary intern 
for this past year, has been instrumental in several aspects of life at 
St. Mary’s, most especially with the group of young adults on the 
pilgrimage. In addition to leading the confirmation class (which 
culminated in ten confirmations!) and being the chaplain on the 
pilgrimage, Ryan was also heavily involved in the Spanish-language 
service. He will be missed as he continues his studies and training 
elsewhere. We expect to hear and see many good things from Ryan 
and his life of leadership within the Episcopal Church. 
 
As Ryan and the other adult pilgrims have nurtured the growth of 
St. Mary’s teenagers, others within our parish give their care and 
attention to the growth of St. Mary’s gardens. The Vestry is 
incredibly grateful for the time and work Lynda Christiansen and 
Brian McMurray dedicate to making St. Mary’s a welcoming place 
aesthetically. As people make their way to our building, they are 
greeted by the beauty of life before they encounter a single person. 
The gardens wonderfully reflect the beauty and life and energy that 
one will find within and among our parishioners. 
 
This is also a good time to acknowledge and express our thanks to 
the many people who express beauty and help sustain the life of our 
wider community through their service at Saturday Breakfast. This 
ministry is a point of pride for the Vestry and our whole parish. We 
cannot say thank you enough to the servants who make it happen. 
 
As you can tell from this and previous Vestry reports, we on the 
Vestry are taking seriously the commitment we made at the 
beginning of the year to being grateful and expressing our gratitude. 
St. Mary’s is a place of growth and beauty because of the many 
wonderful things, big and small, done by people from all across our 
parish—people who follow the way of Christ by giving life to those 
around them in multiple ways. 
 
The Vestry is also continuing to assess the ways in which groups in 
the parish recruit, train, and sustain volunteers. As well, we are 
reviewing the five-year goals set by the parish. These projects of 
Vestry sub-committees are moving along even during this time of 
summer fun. We would also like to report that the Vestry has 
started to look at ways to strengthen St. Mary’s finances by 
strengthening our Endowment Fund. A conversation has begun. 
We will report on all of these things in due time. For now we hope 
to enjoy the last half of this sunny season. 
 
Gratefully, 
Chris Spinks, Senior Warden 

Four-Week Series in September and October 

 

Beyond Belief:  
Journey to the Heart of  Christianity  

 

Are you struggling with your beliefs? Do you 

wonder where or if you fit into church? Are you 

afraid of sharing your doubts and questions? 

 

This four-week program invites you to explore your 

experience with the Divine through:   

 

The way of wholeness 

The way of unknowing and doubt 

The way of ripening and growth 

The way of connection and community 

 

This is a depth project, by which we mean, wherever 

you are RIGHT NOW, wherever you are in your 

journey, in your life, in your development, is exactly 

right. You are already fine, and we invite you to join 

us in going deeper into your own soul, at your own 

rate, in your own way. We will be using reflection, 

meditation, journaling, words of wisdom from other 

pilgrims who have gone before us, and small group 

sharing in order to create a safe place for you to 

explore the heart of Christianity. 

 

Join us Sundays from 3 to 5 PM,  

September 22 and 29 and October 6 and 13 in  

Berktold Hall at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church. 

 

Led by Pam Birrell, Hannah Dean, Christine Marie, 

and Dan Martin 

 

Questions? Contact christine@saint-marys.org. 

Beyond Belief 



St. Mary’s Events 
Sun Mon Tue Wed

Key: 
CH = Church 
CR = Conference Room 
GR = Guild Room 
LB = Library 
BH = Berktold Hall  
Rooms with Biblical location names are 
classrooms and are located in the Sunday 
School wing. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4 Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Summer Sunday School for K-4th grades 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
12:15 pm Prison Ministry presentation (Damascus) 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 

5 
 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 

6 
 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
 
 
7 pm Order of St. Luke (GR) 

7 
 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel)

11 Guild Room for Parking Lot Sale 
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist  
9:30 am Summer Sunday School for K-4th grades 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía  
4-6 pm Small Group Leaders 6/6 (Damascus) 

12  Guild Room for Parking Lot Sale 
 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 

13  Guild Room for Parking Lot Sale 
      No Vestry meeting 
 
 
12 N  Brown Bag Bible Study (Damascus) 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 

14 Guild Room for Parking Lot Sale
 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel)
5:15 Pledge Campaign meeting (CR)
5:30-8:00 pm Men’s Club (BH) 

18 Mary Sunday & 
Parish Picnic        

 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Summer Sunday School for K-4th grades 
11:00 am Solemn High Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
3:30-5:30 pm Parish Picnic at Lively Swim 
Park 

19 8:45-12N  Vacation Bible Camp 
 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 
Noon Golden Age meeting (offsite - see page 
3) 

20 8:45-12N  Vacation Bible Camp 
 
 
 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Order of St. Luke (GR) 

21 8:45-12N  Vacation Bible Camp
 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel)

25  
 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Summer Sunday School for K-6th grades 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
4-6 pm Small Group Discernment - 3/3 (GR) 
5:30 pm Sunday School Teachers mtg (BH) 

26 note to volunteers: next week is a holiday 
 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 

27    Main floor carpet cleaning 
 
 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study (Damascus) 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 

28 
 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel)



St. Mary’s Events - August 2019 
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (off-site) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 

2 
 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  

3  
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

8 
 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (off-site) 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
1:30 pm Widows’ Group - off-site, see Helga 
6:30 pm Spirited Women (GR)  
 
 

9 
 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  
10:30 am Earth Stewards (Damascus) 

10 
 
9:30 am Saturday Breakfast (BH) 
 
 
 
 

5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

Guild Room for Parking Lot Sale 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing 

4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
5:15 Pledge Campaign meeting (CR) 

8:00 pm Men’s Club (BH)  

15 SEPTEMBER BELLRINGER DEADLINE 
        Guild Room for Parking Lot Sale 
         
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (Damascus) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (off-site) 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (Damascus) 
 

16 Guild Room for Parking Lot Sale 
 
9:30-11 am Group Supervision/SD (Damascus) 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (Library)  

17   Parking Lot Sale 
 
 
1-3 pm Mary Sunday Flower Workshop (BH) 
1:30 pm Contemplative Prayer (GR) 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

Vacation Bible Camp 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

22 8:45-12N  Vacation Bible Camp 
 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (CR) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (room TBD) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (off-site) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
1 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
12:30 pm Pastoral Care Team (Nazareth) 
6-9 pm ECW movie night (Damascus)  

23  8:45-12N  Vacation Bible Camp 
 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (Library)  

24 
 
9:30 am Saturday Breakfast (BH) 
 
1:30 Baptismos 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

29 
 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (off-site) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR)  
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
1:30 pm Personnel Committee (Damascus) 
 

30 
 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR) 

31 
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 
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Children and Youth Ministries 

Combined Summer Sunday School Continues: 
Throughout the summer ending this year on September 1 
(Labor Day weekend) children pre-K through fifth grade are 
invited to meet at the beginning of the 9:30 AM service for a 
combined Sunday school class. The children then join their 
families in the church for the Eucharist. 
 
Parking Lot Sale! 
Saturday, August 17 
 

This annual event is a fundraiser for our youth pilgrimages. 
We need donations and help. See page 3 for details. 
Questions? Contact Carolyn Williams carolyn@saint-
marys.org 
 
Vacation Bible Camp 2019 
SPLASH! 
August 19 to 23 from 8:45 AM to 12 Noon 
 

This year we will be using the Spark Summer curriculum, 
which focuses on a different Bible story about water each 
day. Spark Summer is centered on placing God’s Word into 
kids’ hands. 
 

AND middle and high school students; we especially would 
love your help during the week with our younger youth. So, 
please mark your calendars also. This is a wonderful 
volunteer activity to put on job and college applications! 
 
Sunday School Help Needed! Are you interested in helping 
with Sunday School, but don't want to teach? We would love 
for you to sign up to be a Helper! We need helpers every 
Sunday in each class - you will be there to help our students 
with their activities, help pass out snack, and help our 
teachers as they do what they do best! We would love to have 
as many Helpers as possible - you don't need to attend the 
9:30 AM service to help, Sunday School goes from about 
10:15-11 AM, so you’d be able to attend any of our services. 
Contact Carolyn Williams if you're interested carolyn@saint-
marys.org 
 
Also, we still need a few more teachers for Sunday 
School! Do you like hanging out with kids? St. Mary's kids 
are some of the best and they would love to have you in their 
classrooms! Interested? Contact Carolyn Williams 
carolyn@saint-marys.org 
 
Sunday School Teacher Meeting and Dinner 
Sunday, August 25 from 5:30 to 7 PM 
Berktold Hall 
 

All Sunday School teachers Pre-K to 12th grade are invited to 
attend an organizational meeting to review our classroom 
routines, curriculum, and upcoming events. Please bring a 
potluck item to share. RSVP to Carolyn Williams, 
carolyn@saint-marys.org 

Looking ahead... 
SEPTEMBER EVENTS: 
 
Backpack and Teacher Blessing 
Sunday, September 8 
 

All students from preschool and up are asked to bring their 
school backpacks to be blessed at our 9:30 service on 
September 8. We will also have a special blessing for 
teachers that are working hard out in our community’s 
schools as well as all of our Sunday school teachers that are 
volunteering for the 2019-2020 school year. 

 
Come Connect with our Sunday School Staff and 
Teachers - Sunday School Open House & 
Registration 
Sunday, September 8 
 

Our Sunday school open house and registration will be on 
September 8 right after the 9:30 AM service up in Berktold 
Hall. Please join us to meet your teachers.  

 
BBQ for Families with Young Children  
 

Who:    All families with young children (elementary aged 
and younger, older siblings are welcome of 
course!) 

What:    BBQ dinner (hamburgers, veggie burgers and ice 
cream desert provided; bring a side to share) 

Where:  Bingham, Christine, Averly, Elizabeth Grace, and 
Mani’s house 

When:   Sunday, September 22, 4:30-7 PM 
RSVP:   On sign up sheets in narthex or Sunday school hall 

 
See Faith Grow at St. Mary’s - Sunday School 
Assembly 
 

We will have a combined Sunday school assembly on 
September 15 to plan how our faith can grow this year at 
St. Mary’s! 1 Corinthians 3:6  I planted the seed, another watered 
the plants, but God made you grow. 

 
Journey to Adulthood Chili Cook-Off 
 

Who:      All families with students in 7th-12th Grade (J2A 
and YAC) 

What:      Chili Cook Off!  Bring your best family recipe to 
share and maybe even win a prize if your chili is 
best!  We will also spend time talking about the 
upcoming year for the J2A and YAC classes. 

Where:    Berktold Hall 
When:     September 29, 5:30-7:30 PM 

mailto:carolyn@saint-marys.org
mailto:carolyn@saint-marys.org
mailto:carolyn@saint-marys.org
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW) News 

Ministry for the women of St. Mary’s, by the women of St. Mary’s. No membership required. 

ECW Presents 
 

NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
 

The Intern 
 

Damascus Classroom 
 

Fourth Thursday, August 22 
6 PM to 7 PM - BYO Dinner 

Movie Starts Promptly at 7 PM 
All Are Welcome! 

Contact: Deacon Nancy Crawford 

The struggle to balance work and family never ends. 

Come enjoy this very funny comedy about the 
generation gap, friendship, and finding your way in 

work and in life. Rated PG-13 for some suggestive 

content and brief strong language. 121 minutes 

long. Stars Anne Hathaway and Robert DiNero. 

Church Women United 
 

A Society that Works: Education 
Friday, September 6,  9 – 11:15 AM   
First United Methodist Church, 
   1376 Olive St.   
 

A Society that Works for Everyone: 
Palestine/Israel Depolarization 
Three faiths (Jewish, Christian, Muslim) hold Jerusalem 
sacred. Our nation is deeply involved in the struggles in 
Israel and Palestine. Our speaker will be Bob Bussel from 
the U of O’s Labor Education & Research Center 
(LERC). Plan on sharing thoughts on this topic 
on September 6. 
 

A Look at Our September Forum 
The Conversation Continues 
Tuesday, September 10 -  7:30 AM Breakfast At Brails 
1983 Willamette St. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD TO OCTOBER: Unity of the 
Valley will host the October 4 forum 9 – 11:15 AM  
The forum will discuss further “Society That Works For 
Everyone”.  The table groups will discuss Diversity and 
Inclusion. 

Plan now to join us at the St. Mary's Women's Retreat! 
 

Rites of  Passage 
 

As many of you know, last 
Spring’s Women’s Retreat, 

sponsored by ECW, was affected 
by the lodge fire at Camp 
Lutherwood. We opted for a one
-day retreat at the Eugene Yacht 
Club and it was very well 

attended. But, we still want a 
weekend retreat this year. So, 
with Camp Lutherwood’s great 
efforts, a temporary lodge is 
available and our retreat planning team thinks it will do just fine. 
 

Women of all generations are invited to be part of the annual St. 
Mary’s Women’s Retreat. It will be held October 4-6, 2019. 
We'll gather at beautiful, peaceful Camp Lutherwood in the 

Coast Range near Cheshire - a 40-minute drive from St. Mary’s. 
Carpools, mobility access, and menus will accommodate 
individual needs and preferences. 
 

Our program theme is Rites of Passage. A selection of workshops, 
including creativity, movement, and writing, as well as prayer 
and worship, small group activities, and informal conversations 
will nurture friendship and community among St. Mary’s 

women. What does Rites of Passage mean to you? Have you 
experienced times in your life when you passed from one phase 
to another? Was it marked with an acknowledgement, or was it 
simply a muted passage? Come, Explore, and Share. 
 

The retreat begins at 4 PM on Friday, October 4 and concludes 
by 11 AM on Sunday. Registration fee will be $90 for the 
weekend, with a Saturday-only option for $25. Partial 

scholarships are available. Sign up on the “I’m interested” sheet 
outside the Guild Room to be sure you receive all the 
information as it becomes available.  
 

Watch for registration forms on-line and more info in the 
September Bellringer. The registration deadline is Sunday, 
September 22, at the close of the Ministry Fair. Sorry, no 
exceptions.  
 

Retreat planning team: Judy Alison, Nancy Crawford, Lydia 
Fabian, Erica Goss, Megan Lintner, Tammy Nezol, Alice 
Parman, and Amanda Smith. Support: Louise Fortuna, Lana 

Johnson. 
 
Questions? Contact Alice Parman, planning team leader: 
alice@aparman.com, 541-342-3464. 
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Outreach News 

The next St. Mary’s Outreach Ministry Council 
meeting is Thursday, September 19 at 3:30 PM.  You are 
invited to participate. 
 
That’s My Farmer News 
 
That’s My Farmer has been invited to participate in the 
River Road Community Organization, Community 
Resilience Festival, Saturday, August 24 from 10 to 5 at 
the River Road Rec Center, 1400 Lake Drive.   
 
The Festival will be a fun and educational community 
event about reducing our ecological footprints and 
building positive community culture. It will show and tell 
about projects, actions, allies and assets we have in Eugene 
and the southern Willamette Valley for creating more 
green and resilient homes, lifestyles, city, and region. 
 
It is a free and family friendly gathering that will include 
music, art projects, educational displays, community 
organizations, and skill shares intended to empower 
people to take planet and people friendly action in their 
own lives, homes and neighborhoods. 
 
A topic of interest at the Fest will be local food systems. 
The That’s My Farmer table is an opportunity to share 
about our unique partnership between local Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) farms and faith 
communities. If you are interested in staffing the table 
please email Katharine Hunt at keehhunt@gmail.com. If 
you are able to help at the table for an hour or so that 
would be great! 
 
On September 30 THAT’S MY FARMER is hosting a 
fundraiser dinner at Party Down Town. Funds raised will 
go to the Low Income Fund which is used by member 
farmers for their CSA Food Shares for those that can least 
afford them. Watch for more information in the weekly 
email news.   
 
SUMMER FUN FUND Thank you 
What a generous congregation. The offerings taken for 
Summer Fun Fund added up to $996. Episcopal Church 
Women also gave a generous contribution of $500. 
Together this was a tremendous help in reaching our goal 
of being about to give $600 each to the eight designated 
agencies that work with unhoused and at-risk kids. 
Because of your help, there are lots of kids taking day trips 
and going to day camps, lots of swimming and family 
outings, lots of creative fun in the making that wouldn’t 
be happening without the Summer Fun Fund and your 
generosity. So thanks again.  

Earth Stewards News 
 
THE PILGIMS ARE ON THEIR WAY 
 

Yes, and as they fly, bus and train their way through their 
journey, they are adding to their carbon footprint. So, what 
to do? 
 

In January, Len Hockley and Dick Zeller, members of the 
Earth Stewards committee, met with the pilgrims and 
discussed how to determine their carbon footprints and how 
they could mitigate the effects of their trip.  They decided to 
make the offsetting of their carbon footprint part of their 
Sponsor-a-Pilgrim fundraiser, allowing parishioners to give to 
St. Mary’s Faith Community Fund. These funds are donated 
to the McKenzie River Trust and Long Tom Watershed 
Council to use in their restoration work, especially to plant 
trees. The pilgrims determined, with the help of Len and 
Dick, that $30 per pilgrim, for a total of $420, would be the 
appropriate amount to contribute to the fund.   
 

One donor gave the entire $420, and others added to that 
fund for a total of $480.  In addition, as part of their work 
with the pilgrims, the Earth Stewards committee had 
committed to matching the $420.  So, the grant total that 
will be donated to the Faith Community Fund is $900.  We 
hope to be able to present the actual check to representatives 
from the McKenzie River Trust and the Long Tom 
Watershed Council at an event this fall. 
 

You, too, can contribute to the Faith Community Fund to 
help preserve and recreate our beautiful natural areas, and 
help reduce the carbon in the atmosphere. Brochures 
describing the fund are in the narthex.  (An added note:  St. 
Mary’s Faith Community Fund was used as a model for a 
similar fund for the whole city of Corvallis.) 
 

Have you taken the Episcopal PLEDGE to CARE for 
CREATION? 
 

Join Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, the Task Force on 
Creation Care, and dioceses and make your Pledge to Care 
for Creation. 
 

The Pledge to Care for Creation is part of living as the Jesus 
Movement.  It’s a promise to protect and renew this good 
Earth and all who call it home. It’s a promise to share our 
stories, stand with those who are most vulnerable, and live 
more gently on the Earth. 
 

You can find and take the pledge online at 
episcopalchurch.org.  Wouldn’t it be great if everyone at St. 
Mary’s could say they had taken the pledge? 
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For three weeks in June and July, I went back to Virginia 

Theological Seminary for school. It was my final summer 

residency for my doctoral program. I have a couple of papers 

to finish up for those courses, then the last thing to do will be 

my doctoral thesis. I anticipate that process taking about 18 

months with an expected graduation in May 2021.  

 

The doctoral thesis requires a methodology called Action 

Research. I have to design and implement a project at St. 

Mary’s to research and write about. My project is related to 

the practice of sharing our faith experiences with one another. 

We will have opportunities to explore with one another how 

we have experienced God at 

work in this world – in our 

lives or the lives of 

others. Everyone in 

the parish will be 

invited to participate. 

We will start small 

with some one-on-one 

sharing in response to 

some questions that I will 

provide at an event or series of 

events. After that, people will be given the opportunity, if they 

are so willing, to share a thought-out, prepared story with 

others in a different venue like during a church service, in the 

Bellringer, on the website, on social media, and so forth.  

 

I will be researching this project with surveys and interviews. I 

anticipate the initial launch of this project to be in the fall, 

with the sharing continuing through Lent. Throughout that 

time, I will be collecting the stories people share, conducting 

surveys, and interviewing a cross-section of those participating 

for my data to analyze. Participation in this project is 

completely voluntary. No one is required to participate, and if 

you do, you only have to participate at the level that you are 

willing. And you can opt-out at any time.  

 

This doctoral thesis project will be the culmination of my 

studies. I have learned so much and I believe that it is making 

me a better priest, helping me serve you better. I notice within 

myself, and have heard feedback from others, that my studies 

have improved my preaching, writing, teaching, and leading. 

And I anticipate that this doctoral project thesis will continue 

to improve my skills in all of those 

areas. I look forward to engaging  

in this process with you. More 

coming soon! Thank you!  

 

Bingham+  

I have learned so much  

and I believe that it is making me  

a better priest, helping me  

serve you better.  

Rector’s Closing Thoughts 

News of  the Family 

Chester Stevenson died June 4, 2019.  

 

Shirley McNaught died June 7, 2019. 

The Rev. Bingham Powell,  
Rector of St. Mary’s 

Ministry Fair 

Ministry Leaders it is time to start planning for St. Mary’s 
annual Ministry Fair! This year’s fair will be Sunday, 
September 22, after all morning services.  
 
This is your chance to tell the story of your ministry and to 
learn about what other ministries are happening through 
St. Mary’s! If your St. Mary’s or diocesan ministry 
would like table space at the fair, please contact Louise 
Fortuna, Communication and Program Coordinator at 541
-343-9253 or louise@saint-marys.org. 
 
Want to know more about the Ministry Fair? Louise 
would love to chat with you about the fair and how you 
can participate.  

Staff  News 

Ty Zeller, who joined St. Mary’s staff as our Assistant 

Organist in February 2017, has resigned the position in 

order to concentrate on her health. We cannot adequately 

express our thanks to Ty for sharing her time and talent 

with the congregation and enhancing our worship with her 

music.  

 
+++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
JOB OPENING 

Seeking a new Organist and Music Director 
 
St. Mary’s is looking for an Organist and Music Director 
who will play organ and piano for the majority of the 
parish's worship services and oversee the musical program 
of the parish. See the front page of our website for the job 
posting: www.saint-marys.org   



 

www.facebook.com/
st.marys.eugene 
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All are welcome at St Mary’s, no matter what age, ethnicity or race, gender identity,  
sexual orientation, or economic and social circumstances. 

THE  BELLRINGER  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Psalm 118:24 


