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Christmas Eve Services 
5:00 PM Holy Eucharist and Nativity Play 

(Childcare will be available.) 
A carol sing precedes the service starting at 4:30 PM. 

 

9:00 PM  Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
Come and experience the stillness and majesty of  this night. 

 

11:00 PM Solemn High Eucharist, Rite II 
Celebrate in joy and exultation. This service includes the use of  incense. 

There will be 30 minutes of  music preceding the 9:00 & 11:00 PM services. 
 

Christmas Day 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Prepare the Way of the Lord 
Lessons & Carols 

A St. Lucia Celebration 

The Feast of  the Virgen de Guadalupe 

See the insert for details on these Advent activities. 

More Advent activities may be found on pages 3 & 4. 

The 4th Sunday of  Advent is also Christmas Eve.  
To see the full schedule of  services for that day, see our insert. 
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How We Live 
Sharon L. Rodgers, Liturgist 

 
… he became incarnate…. The Nicene Creed, page 358, BCP 
 
     Advent I is upon us.  It is time once again to begin preparing our hearts 
and homes for the coming of the Christ child at Christmas.  While it is 
likely societal pressure and family traditions that dictate how we prepare 
our homes, how we prepare our hearts is a much more personal, deeply 
spiritual, and I suspect, ever evolving process.  For me, that begins with 
pondering anew, just exactly what I believe about Jesus.  The Church 
teaches us that in Jesus God became human, took on our human nature in 
the form of a baby born of Mary.   At the same time, we understand Jesus to 
be one person of the Trinity, that he was GOD incarnate, so just how 
human was he?  Some people try to minimize Jesus’ humanity - of course he 
didn’t marry, he wouldn’t have been romantically attracted to anyone, he 
was holy, his ministry was too important for him to have experienced 
longings like that.   
  
     Well, that doesn’t work for me.  I don’t know whether Jesus married and 
had children.  Part of me would like to think he did because it would mean 
he had the chance to experience that sort of joy before his much too early 
and horrific death on the cross.  Think about it, if Jesus didn’t care about his 
life, if the sort of joy that gladdens our hearts meant nothing to him, if he 
was just putting in time here on earth, then where was the sacrifice?  If he 
didn’t experience joy, then he wouldn’t have experienced pain either.  It 
would all have been a charade.  But it wasn’t.  I believe Jesus did begin life 
as an utterly helpless babe, just like any other newborn.  He needed Mary to 
feed him, Joseph to keep him safe.  He grew up loving them, they were his 
parents after all.  I suspect at the point that he felt called to break with 
tradition, to not simply become a craftsman like his father, but to seek out 
his cousin John in order to be baptized in preparation for something yet to 
begin, it would have been really hard.  I can easily understand why he would 
have needed to go away alone for a period of time, to truly listen, as each of 
us is meant to do, to the voice inside that was telling him how he needed to 
live his life.  After he returned from the wilderness and began seeking 
followers to join him in sharing the message he felt called to share, I’m sure 
he grew to love those friends.  As his message spread, as more and more 
people began to seek him out, which caused others to want to silence him, 
I’m sure he must have sensed he was in danger.  So when he began his 
journey toward Jerusalem, knowing that he was likely going to be killed, he 
had to have been terrified.  None of that makes Jesus less holy to me, but 
more so.    
  
     Advent I is upon us.  It is time to prepare our hearts and homes to 
celebrate the birth of a Galilean Jew who came to be known as the face of 
God.  How will we do it?  Hopefully with great care, for we are preparing 
for the birth of a man who loved his parents, loved his friends, and loves us 
too. 

1300 Pearl Street Eugene, Oregon 97401 
Church Office 541-343-9253 

 
Web Page:  www.saint-marys.org 

“Like” us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/st.marys.eugene 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

 9 AM to 5 PM,  Monday - Friday 
 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Bingham Powell, Rector 

The Rev. Christine Marie, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Nancy Crawford, Deacon 

The Rev. Tom English, Deacon 
The Rev. Nancy Muhlheim, Deacon 

The Rev. Theodore Berktold, Rector Emeritus 
 

MUSIC 
Maria Dossin, Music Director, Organist 
Tom Trent, Liturgical Choir Director 

Paula Ward, Children & Youth Music Director 
Linnae Eckley, Cherub Choir Director 

Jessica Rossi, Youth Choir Director 
Christine Zeller-Powell, Spanish Service Pianist 

Loren and Tom Mohler, Circle Service Musicians 
Ty Zeller, Assistant Organist 

Harold Owen, Liturgical Choir Director Emeritus 
 

OFFICE 
Judy Alison, Building and Operations Manager 

Email: judy@saint-marys.org 
Louise Fortuna, Communications and Program 

Coordinator and Bellringer Editor 
Email: louise@saint-marys.org 

Lana Johnson, Finance and Records Manager 
Email: lana@saint-marys.org 

Tom Beckstrand, Facilities and Grounds Maintenance 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND  
YOUNG ADULTS 

Sue Ann Hinman, Sunday School Director 
Glenda Jeter, Nursery Coordinator & Care Giver  

Taylor Cabrera, Nursery Care Giver 
The Rev. Doug Hale, Campus Chaplain 

 
VESTRY 

Jesse Williams, Senior Warden 
Lisa Kovacevic, Junior Warden 

Pam Birrell 
Eric DeFreest 
Sarah Epplin 

Dena Putnam Gilchrist 
Mike Ignatius 

Hillary Kittleson 
Brian McMurray 

Chris Spinks 
Nicole Smithweiland 

Rose Thomas 
 

Tamara Bressi, Clerk 
Ron Scharfer, Treasurer 

Holiday Office Hours 
 

In celebration of the holidays, the office will close at noon on December 22 
and will be closed all day December 25 and January 1. We will have adjusted 
office hours of 9 AM to noon December 26 through 29. 
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Advent Happenings at St. Mary’s 

In Berktold Hall following all morning services 

 
Episcopal Church Women Fundraiser 
 

Proceeds from the Episcopal Church 
Women tables support women’s activities, 
such as our annual Women’s Retreat; 
outreach projects to women and children; 
and scholarships for women and children to 
attend conferences, trainings, or enrichment 
events.  
 

We will have sugar scrubs (see photo above); wine charms, 
garland, ornaments, handmade cards, handmade gift tags, 
baked goods, and so much more.  

 
HO!HO!HO! Stockings 

 

The Advent Fair is your last chance to pick up a 
Christmas stocking to fill for children in need in 
our community!   
 

Return your filled stockings to the church by the due date 
found on the gift tag, or December 10 at the very latest.  
Any questions? Contact Deacon Nancy Crawford  541-543-
1122 or nancy@saint-marys.org 
 

HO!HO!HO! Stockings is a ministry of Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW). For more ECW news, see page 9. 

 
Poinsettia Pick-up   
 

Come to the Advent Fair to pick up the 
poinsettias that you ordered.  The J2A 
class will help make sure that you get 
yours. If you can’t get yours on the 3rd we 
will store the poinsettias until you can get 
to church. 
 

Thank you for supporting our youth’s pilgrimage fundraiser. To learn 
more about our programs for children and youth, see page 8.  

 
Saturday Breakfast Fundraiser 
 

The Saturday Breakfast serves about 500 meals a month to 
our hungry neighbors. Make a Christmas contribution to the 
Saturday Breakfast. You can make a donation gift in 
someone’s honor.  
 

The Saturday Breakfast is one of many outreach ministries at St. 
Mary’s. Read all the Outreach news on page 10.  

 
Cash, checks, and credit cards will be accepted  

at the Fair. 

Advent Fair - December 3 

Celebrations Intergenerational Choir  
 

Intergenerational Choir is gearing up to sing for Lessons and 
Carols, which is Sunday, December 17 at 5 PM. As the name 
suggests, the Intergenerational Choir is open to everyone. 
Our rehearsal schedule is: 

Monday, December 4 - 6-7:30 PM 
Thursday, December 7 - 6-7:30 PM 
Monday, December 11 - 6-7:30 PM 
Thursday, December 14 - 6-7:30 PM 

 

This year, the group will be led by Jessica Rossi, our Youth 
Choir director. Please be able to commit to three out of four 
rehearsals- we are singing a lovely arrangement of The Carol of 
the Bells, and our youngest singers will have a part all of their 
own to sing! Childcare will be provided, and sheet music and 
lyrics will be available soon! We hope to see you and your 
family there for music making and fellowship. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

An Evening at St. Mary’s & Family Fun Night present 

A St. Lucia Celebration 
Tuesday, December 5 

5:30 to 7 PM 
See page 8 or the insert for more details.  

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

LOGOS: The Word 
First Tuesday of each month 7-8:30 PM  

 

Loren Crow leads the LOGOS Bible Study this program 
year. We will study a book (or two) of the Bible each month, 
with a focus that is appropriate for the church season. 
 
The schedule for the remainder of the program year is: 
December 5 - Isaiah 
January 9 - Hebrews 
February 6 - The Gospel according to John 
March 6 - Exodus (The Wilderness Stories) 
April 3 - Romans 
May 1 - 1 & 2 Corinthians  
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Advent Happenings at St. Mary’s continued 

St. Mary’s Widows’ Group 
 

Thursday, December 7 at 12:30 PM 
at Jean Shirey’s home 

St. Lucia Celebration Potluck Luncheon 
 

For more information, please contact 
Helga Nagygyor 541-343-0228 or 

Jean Shirey 541-520-2285 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Empty Nesters - O Come Let Us Adore Him 
 
You are warmly invited to gather for an afternoon of 
Christmas caroling, snacks and beverages as we celebrate 
the birth of Christ our Lord. 
Date: Sunday, December 10 
Time: 1-3 PM 
Hosts: Rob and Tamara Bressi 
Location: Bressi House 2685 City View Street, Eugene 
Contact information: tlbressi@gmail.com or 
541.554.1640 (Tamara) 
Please RSVP via email or phone if you plan to attend. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Faith and Imagination:  
Exploring Faith Through The Creative Works Of 

Madeleine L’Engle 
 
The first in our three-part book study series will be on 
December 10, 3-4:30 PM, when we will discuss A Wrinkle 
in Time. We will discuss other L’Engle books in January 
and Spring. 

Advent Refresh Afternoon Retreat 
Saturday, December 16 

1 to 4 PM 
 

Many of us can be so caught up with the busyness of the 
period leading up to Christmas that the richness of the Advent 
season can easily be overshadowed. St. Mary’s is offering this 
quiet time to give parishioners an opportunity to stop, reflect, 
and celebrate the birth of Jesus and to prepare ourselves to 
participate more fully in the spiritual life He brings to us. This 
retreat will consist of opportunities for: readings and reflection 
on the meaning of Advent; meditation in silence; discussion; 
walking meditation in the labyrinth; and personal renewal. 
Questions? contact Geoff Colvin, (541) 915 1645, 
geoffcolvin@comcast.net.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Verbal Announcements in Advent 
 

As part of moving into a more contemplative Advent mood, 
all verbal announcements will be given by the Celebrant on 
Sundays in December. Continue to send your written 
announcements to Louise (louise@saint-marys.org), but please 
contact Bingham+ (bingham@saint-marys.org or 541-343-
9253) if you want your announcement highlighted verbally. 

Art to left: He, Qi. Annunciation, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.  

Waiting With Mary:  
A Half-Day Women’s Advent Retreat 

 
Saturday, December 9 

Noon to 4 PM 
 

The Rev. Christine Marie and poet Erica Goss will use guided reflection, 
writing, and sharing of stories to enter into Advent with Mary as a period 
of waiting for the birth of our futures. In her last months of pregnancy, 
Mary had to continually open her heart to a completely unknown future. 
We will prayerfully wait with her and practice opening to love in the 
company of other women. Bring a simple bag lunch, and writing materials.  



 

Finances 

A Pledge Campaign Update 
 
As of November 27th 212 Parishioners have made a pledge to support 
our ministry in 2018. The response to our 2018 pledge campaign, “I 
Choose St. Mary’s” has been very good. Thank You Pledgers! Our 
goal for the pledge campaign is $479,500 and at this point we have 
$449,720 committed to support our ministry in 2018. 
 
Every pledge is important to the success of St. Mary’s ministry. If you 
have not as yet made a 2018 pledge, please help your church reach our 
goal by making a new, renewed, or increased 2018 pledge. 
 
If you have questions about making a pledge please call John Pfanner 
541-852-3529 or St. Mary’s Finance and Records Manager Lana 
Johnson 541-343-9253. 
 
I Choose St. Mary’s…Every Day. 
       
Sincerely,  
John Pfanner 
Pledge Campaign Co-Chair 
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Year End Giving 
 
Please take some time this month to review your financial records.  If 
you plan to make a gift to St. Mary’s and deduct it on your 2017 tax 
return, here are some easy ways to do that:  

 If you mail a check, the envelope must be postmarked by 
December 31, 2017.  The mailing address is:  St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, 1300 Pearl Street, Eugene, OR 97401. 

 When you give securities (stocks, bonds, etc.) you not only 
receive a charitable deduction for their full fair market value, but 
also avoid tax on the capital gain for stocks held longer than one 
year.  Contact Lana Johnson at Lana@saint-marys.org or 541-343
-9253 to let her know which securities you will be donating to St. 
Mary’s, and ensure that you get the full tax deduction.  Stocks 
must be transferred to Charles Schwab DTC #0164, account 
#7071-2882.  Usually it takes several days to complete this 
transfer, so don’t wait until the last minute. 

 If you find yourself on New Year’s Eve, too late to donate by mail 
or in person, you can donate online through our website at saint-
marys.org/give.  When you donate by credit card, there is a small 
transaction fee, so please consider increasing your donation by a 
few dollars to cover that expense. 

 
When you give, you may choose to designate how the money will be 
used.  You may donate to our endowment fund, to strengthen our 
financial security for years to come; to our building fund, to prepare 
for costly repairs or improvements; or to our general fund.  Many 
givers choose to donate in memory of a loved one, in thanksgiving for 
blessings, or simply to ensure the financial strength of St. 
Mary’s.   Thank you for your support. 

The holidays are almost here!  
 

Use eScrip and your Fred Meyer card 
and support St. Mary’s. 

 

eScrip.com is a website that directs donations from 
participating merchants to various organizations. 
The program is free to you, and St. Mary’s receives 
money every time you shop at Market of Choice, 
purchase items online – and use your Benefit Smart 
Phone App.  
 

 
The Benefit Mobile Shopping App allows you 
to purchase gift cards using your smart phone 
and then use those cards at bricks and mortar 
stores and online companies like Amazon.  
 
Just a few gift ideas: 
 

Your Teenager- iTunes, Old Navy, & Best Buy  
 

The Outdoors Fan- Cabela’s, North Face, & 
REI 
 

Foodies- Olive Garden, PF Changs, Starbucks, 
& Whole Foods 
 

Mom- Gap, TJ Max, Target, & Ulta 
 

The Online Shopper- Amazon, QVC, 1-800-
Flowers.com, & Zappos 
 

The Traveler- Hotels.com, Airbnb plus 
American, Delta, & Southwest Airlines 
 

Over 150 national retailers are a part of the eScrip 
Benefit Mobile program! 

 
 
You can also earn a donation for St. Mary’s by 
shopping at Fred Meyer and using your Fred Meyer 
Rewards Card. As always, this is at no charge to 
you. 
 
For more information about how to sign up with 
eScrip and Benefit or Fred Meyer, contact our 
eScrip/Fred Meyer coordinator Kate Beckstrand at 
ktbecks@comcast.net or 541-342-2782. 



St. Mary’s Events - 
Sun Mon Tue Wed

  
 

  

3  1 Advent  Advent Fair and Advent 
wreath-making after all AM services 
 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
No Sunday School classes—Advent Wreath 
making in Berktold Hall 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
2:30-5:00 pm Spanish Service Forum BH 
No Joyful Noise Rehearsal - Resumes Jan 7 

4 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 
 
 
6:00-7:30 pm Intergenerational Choir rehearsal 
(CH) 
 

5  Evening at St. Mary’s/Family Fun Night 
9:30 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study 
(Damascus) 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
5:30 pm Evening at St. Mary’s/Family Fun 
Night (GR,BH) 
7:00 pm LOGOS: The Word (GR) 
7:00 pm Order of St. Luke (Chapel/Library) 
7:00 pm Vestry Meeting (CR) 

6 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

10  2 Advent  Ho! Ho! Ho! Stockings due 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Nativity Play Rehearsal 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
 

1-3 pm Empty Nesters Caroling Party (offsite, see page 4) 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
No Joyful Noise Rehearsal - Resumes Jan 7 
 

3-4:30 Adult Education Book Group 
 

6:00-7:30 pm Caroling, White Elephant, Pizza & 
Holiday Cheer -  5th-12th graders (off-site, see page 8) 

11   
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 
 
 
6:00-7:30 pm Intergenerational Choir rehearsal 
(CH) 

12  Virgen de Guadalupe 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study (Damascus) 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
5:30 pm Virgen de Guadalupe service (CH) 
6:30 pm Virgen de Guadalupe celebration (BH) 

13 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and 
anointing 
 
 
5:30-8:00 pm Men’s Club (GR & BH 
Kitchen)  
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

17  3 Advent   Lessons & Carols 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Nativity Play Rehearsal 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
 
5:00 pm Lessons and Carols, with Tea 
afterwards (CH,BH) 

18 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 

19 
9:30 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study (Damascus) 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
5:30 pm AA Meditation Meeting (CR) 
5:30-7:00 pm Nativity Play rehearsal (BH/
CH) 
7:00 pm Order of St. Luke (Chapel)  

20 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

24 4 Advent / Christmas Eve 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist/Santa Eucaristía -  
                 Bilingual service 
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Service & Nativity  
              Play  
              (preservice music starts at 4:30 pm) 
9:00 pm Rite I Christmas Eve Service  
                (preservice music starts at 8:30 pm) 
11:00 pm Rite II Christmas Eve Service  
                  (preservice music starts at 10:30 pm) 

25 Christmas Day - Office Closed 
 
10:00 am Christmas Day service  

26  Adjusted Office Hours 9 am - Noon 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study (Damascus) 
 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 

27  Adjusted Office Hours 9 am 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
 
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

31   
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
No Sunday School 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 

January 1 - Office Closed   



St. Mary’s Events - December 2017 
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (Guild Room)  

2 
9:45 am Altar Guild meeting (GR) 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
with healing and anointing 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

7 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Guild Room) 
 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
6:00-7:30 pm Intergenerational Choir rehearsal 
(CH) 

8 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (Guild Room)  
 

9 
9:30 am Saturday Breakfast (BH) 
 
12-4pm Waiting with Mary: Women’s  
               Half-day Advent Retreat (GR) 
1 pm Quinceañera 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and 

8:00 pm Men’s Club (GR & BH 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

14   
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
3:00 pm Office Assistants & Bellringer Crew 
Christmas Party (GR) 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
6:00-7:30 pm Intergenerational Choir rehearsal (CH) 
6:30 pm Spirited Women (Offsite) 
7:00 pm Budget Committee (CR) 

15  Bellringer Deadline 
9:30 am Group Supervision/Spiritual 
Direction (Damascus) 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (Guild Room)  

16   Hanging of the Greens 
9:00 am Hanging of the Greens (PH & CH) 
 
1:00–4:00 PM Advent Refresh Afternoon (BH 
labyrinth & GR) 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

21   
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
 
 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 

22   
10:30 am Lectionary Group (Guild Room)  

23 
9:30 am Saturday Breakfast (Berktold Hall) 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

27  Adjusted Office Hours 9 am - Noon 
5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  

9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

28  Adjusted Office Hours 9 am - Noon 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Guild Room) 
 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
 
4:30-6:00 pm Organ practice - Maria (CH) 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 

29  Adjusted Office Hours 9 am - Noon 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (Guild Room)  

30 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

  Key: 
CH = Church 
CR = Conference Room 
GR = Guild Room 
LB = Library 
BH = Berktold Hall (previously known as the Parish Hall) 
PR = Piano Room 
Rooms with Biblical location names are classrooms 
and are located in the Sunday School wing. 
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Children, Youth, and Families News 

Advent Wreath Making & Advent Fair 
Sunday, December 3 
NO Sunday School Classes 
 
Everyone is invited to join us to make Advent wreaths in 
Berktold Hall. The suggested donation price of $5 
includes: 1 brass wreath ring, 4 Advent candles (3 purple 
and 1 pink), greens for wreath making, and other needed 
materials such as floral tape, ribbon, wire, and yarn.  
 
If you already have an Advent wreath ring from previous 
years we encourage you to bring it to use; the suggested 
donation price is only $3 for the candles.   
 
An Evening at St. Mary’s & Family Fun Night present 

A St. Lucia Celebration 
Tuesday, December 5 
5:30 to 7 PM 
 
The Feast of St. Lucia is a festival of lights celebrated in 
Sweden, Norway, and the Swedish-speaking areas of 
Finland in St. Lucia’s honor. In remembrance of her role 
as the bearer of light in the dark Scandinavian winter, a 
young girl is chosen to wear a white gown and light in her 
hair, which in practice means a crown of candles in a 
wreath on her head.  
 
What wonders will the evening will hold for all of us as we 
remember these traditions? Join us for an evening of 
wonder and merriment! 
 

Christmas Eve Nativity Play 
 
Are your children or grandchildren signed up to be in our 
Christmas Eve Nativity play on December 24 at the 5 PM 
service? If you have not let Paula, Linnae, or Sue Ann 
know that your child is in the play please let us know as 
soon as possible.  
 
Rehearsal Schedule:  
◊ During the regular Sunday school time December 10 & 
17   

AND 
◊ Parents’ Night Out – Final Rehearsal for Nativity Play 

Tuesday, December 19 - 5:30 to 7 PM 
Complete the final costuming, rehearse in Berktold Hall 
and in the church for a final run through, and enjoy a 
pizza dinner! Parents pick-up children at 7 PM 

 
On Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24, all children 
should be at church by 4:30 PM to get into costume and 
run through some of the Christmas songs.  
 

Journey Fellowship - St. Mary’s Answer to Youth Group 

Caroling, White Elephant, Pizza and Holiday Cheer 
5th to 12th grade youth  
Sunday, December 10  
6 to 7:30 PM 
At Sue Ann Hinman’s home 
 
All 5th to 12th grade students are invited to join us!  After we 
go caroling we will have pizza and do a silly white elephant gift 
exchange, so bring something wrapped from home or costing 
less than $5 to share.  Friends are always welcome; please sign 
up by emailing Sue Ann (sueann@saint-marys.org) and she will 
give you her address. 
 
 
NO Sunday School - December 24 & December 31   
We will resume with our regular schedule on January 7.   
 
Sunday School Teacher Meeting ALL Teachers PreK-J2A 
Sunday, January 7 11:15 to 12:15 in the Judea Classroom 
Please join all the Sunday school teachers and Sue Ann to 
review our curriculum, teaching calendar, and to have some 
planning time with your team. 

We can’t wait for another exciting Nativity Play and we hope your children and 
grandchildren will join us in this fun tradition.  
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

HO! HO! HO! 
Help Others Have a wOnderful 

HOliday 
 
By the time you receive this, you may 
have already picked up a name, or two, 
and empty stockings to fill. Your 

stocking are due by December 10, but you can bring them 
to the church any time and leave them in the workroom. 
Please don’t be late, as the social workers are coming 
Monday the 11th to pick them up.  You can still pick up 
an empty stocking to fill at the Advent Fair on December 
3. You return the filled stockings and we will give the 
stockings (over 165!) to children served by ECCares, and 
Direction Service. 
 
Thank you for over 20 years of shared ministry. Contact 
Deacon Nancy Crawford at nancy@saint-marys.org or 
541-543-1122 with any questions.  

St. Mary’s ECW President, the 
Rev. Dcn. Nancy Muhlheim, 
welcomed everyone to a very 
successful Church Women 
United “World Community 
Day” held at St. Mary’s on 
November 4.  Over 50 people 
were in attendance.  Everyone 
enjoyed the wonderful brunch 
provided by the women of St. 
Mary’s.  Thank you very much 
for helping to host this event. 
 

Church Women United (CWU) 
December Forum & Annual Meeting 
 
Friday, December 1 
9-11:15 AM 
Wesley Center, 2520 Harris St.  
 
The CWU Annual Meeting will include the election of 
officers, approval of the 2018 budget, and a discussion of a 
new membership policy.  Following the annual meeting, we 
will have a speaker, Ryan Kounovsky, from the “Yes on 101” 
campaign.  “Yes on 101” seeks to secure every Oregon child 
access to health care and keep 350,000 Oregonians on the 
Oregon Health Plan. 
 
Looking ahead to 2018 
 
Friday, January 5  
9 to 11:15 AM 
Unity of the Valley at 3912 Dillard Road.  
The topic is “Care of our Common Home”  

From all the Episcopal Church Women 

to everyone at St. Mary’s  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Blessings & Christmas Joy 

Waiting with Mary:  

A Half-day Women’s 

Advent Retreat 

 
Saturday, December 9 
Noon to 4 PM 
 
See page 4 for details. 

Above Art: He, Qi. Annunciation, from Art in the Christian Tradition, 
a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.  

Spirited Women 
 

In December, Spirited women will meet on  
December 14 at 6:30 PM offsite. 

For details contact Paula Ward at pmw@copper.net 

mailto:pmw@copper.net
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Outreach 

Outreach Ministry Council 
 
Members of St. Mary’s 
contributed to an overflowing 
basket of goodies for the annual 
Diocesan Convention 
fundraiser for the Commission 
on Poverty and Homelessness.  
Thank you everyone that took 
part in this outreach ministry. 
 
This year, the council has been meeting to create a new 
vision statement. After several fruitful meetings, the 
following statement was adopted: “In accordance with our 
Baptismal Covenant, our Outreach ministries support the 
wider community and the world by addressing needs for 
food; shelter; and physical, mental, and environmental 
health.” 
 
On October 24, the council met to allocate the 2017 
outreach funds.  Fifty-one members of St. Mary’s took part 
in their annual survey.  This was an opportunity for you to 
live out your baptismal vows by helping to decide how St. 
Mary’s Outreach Funds are distributed.  Each year, the 
recipients are determined using the following criteria:   

 Immediate needs (e.g., food, emergency housing);  

 Prevention (e.g., training, prison ministry, counseling);  

 Environmental Stewardship (e.g., That’s My Farmer, 
Mckenzie River Trust), and  

 Policy Change Advocacy (e.g., Ecumenical Ministries of 
Oregon).   

 
The 19 agencies and programs that received funds were:  
Interfaith Prayer Group, That’s My Farmer, Oregon Center 
for Public Policy, Community of Welcoming Congregations, 
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, Integrity, Community 
Supported Shelters, Direction Services, Laurel Hill Center, 
Sponsors, Pearl Buck Preschool, Occupy Medical, FISH, St. 
Vincent de Paul/Hosea Youth House, Centro Latino, ECM 
Food Pantry, White Bird ID program, Womenspace, and 
McKenzie River Trust/Long Tom Watershed Council Faith 
Community Fund.  Thank you for taking part in this process. 
The Outreach Ministry Council will have its next meeting in 
January 2018. 

Our gift to you this holiday season  
from the Earth Stewards committee   

 

These writings are from two people who eloquently express 
thoughts and feelings for the season.   
 

First, from Dan Misleh, founding executive director of 
Catholic Climate Covenant 
“I dread this time of year when our national identity as 
wasteful consumers shifts into hyper-drive; the TV ads, the 
storefronts, the craziness of Black Friday.  I’ve nothing against 
gift-giving or for companies making a profit.  But it seems to 
me that this over-consumption is symptomatic of a much 
larger problem:  that of our core relationships including with 
our planet.   
 

There remains so much apathy towards our Common Home.  
Too many have yet to truly connect the demands of our faith 
with care for Creation and the poor.  Let’s each consider how 
this Christmas might be different.  It must start with prayer 
and an honest assessment of our priorities. And it must include 
time to examine the quality of three integrated relationships for 
an authentic Christian life:  with God, with one another, and 
with our earth.  Let us together make this holiday season one 
where we shift our focus to what truly matters.” 
 
And secondly, from Katherine Dean Moore of OSU 
“Turn off the lights. Go outside.  Shut the door behind you.  
Maybe the rain has fallen all evening and the moon, when it 
emerges between the clouds, glows on the flooded streets and 
silhouettes leafless maple trees lining the curb.  Maybe the tide 
is low under the docks and warehouses, and the air is briny 
with kelp.  Maybe cold air is sinking off the mountain, 
following the river wall into town, bringing smells of snow and 
damp pines.  Starlings roost in a row on the rim of the 
supermarket, their wet backs blinking red and yellow as neon 
lights flash behind them.  In the gutter, the same lights redden 
small pressure waves that build and break against crescents of 
fallen leaves. 
 

Let the reliable rhythms of the moon and the tides reassure 
you.  Let the smells return memories of other seas and times.  
Let the reflecting light magnify your perception.  Let the 
rhythm of the rushing water flood your spirit.  Walk and walk 
until your heart is full.  Then you will remember why you try so 
hard to protect this beloved world, and why you must.” 

Egan Warming Center Sites will feed and shelter homeless single persons when the 
predicted overnight temperatures are below 30 degrees from now until March 31.  St. Mary’s 
site will open at 9:30 PM when we will feed guests a simple soup and sandwich meal and 
have them sleep on mats in Berktold Hall. Guests leave at 7 AM, at which time volunteers 
clean up.  If you are interested in volunteering at St. Mary’s, where we need 35 volunteers per 
night, or just want to know more details please contact Holly Cabell, Church Liaison, 541-
521-6845.  You need to attend a two-hour training once in order to volunteer. 

tel:(541)%20521-6845
tel:(541)%20521-6845


The difference between  

an ending and a beginning is 

often little more than a matter of 

perspective. 
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Advent starts a new church year. There may be four Sundays 
in Advent, but our Sunday lectionary readings point us to 
three primary stories for the season: the end of time (1 

Advent), John the Baptist (2 & 3 Advent), and Mary (4 
Advent). These stories help us prepare for Christ’s coming, 
Christ’s advent, into the world. Advent is a wonderful time 
for introspective reflection and these stories of Advent give 
us a wonderful launching pad for this task.  

 
1 Advent: I am always struck by the way that the church year 
starts with apocalyptic readings about the end. I find it a 
powerful reminder that the difference between an ending 

and a beginning is often little 
more than a matter of 

perspective. Or, at least, 
endings always contain 
beginnings, and 
beginnings always 
contain endings. As 

you reflect on the end 
of time at the beginning of 

the church year, you might ask 
yourself: What endings are happening or need to happen in 
my life so something new can blossom? What endings do I 

need to grieve as I start something new?  
 
2 & 3 Advent: John the Baptist is the focus on these two 
Sundays. John is the one who declares, quoting Isaiah, that 
he is preparing the way of the Lord, the perfect message for 
us as we prepare ourselves to welcome Jesus. The difference 

between the two Sundays is the author of the story. On 2 
Advent, we hear Mark’s version. On 3 Advent, John the 
Evangelist’s. A bit after our reading from John’s Gospel, 
John the Baptist says that he must decrease and Christ must 
increase. As you ponder John the Baptist these two weeks of 

Advent, you might ask yourself: what needs to decrease in 
me so that I can make room for Christ to increase in my life? 
 
4 Advent: We are so close to Christmas that we are tempted 
to think that we are there, but we still have one more Sunday 

in Advent and this Sunday belongs to Mary. Not Mary giving 
birth to Jesus in Bethlehem, but Mary still up in Nazareth 
receiving with trepidation the news that she has been called 
by God to bear God’s son into the world. And we hear of 
her courage to say yes to this call. In what ways is God 
calling you? How is God inviting you to bear Christ in this 

world? Do you have the courage to say “yes” with Mary? 
 
I hope that this Advent is a time for you to inwardly reflect 
on Christ’s coming and prepare your heart, mind, and soul to 
welcome his birth at Christmas.  

 
Bingham+  

Rector’s Closing Thoughts 

News of  the Family 

Staff  News 

Welcome Tom Beckstrand to the St. Mary’s staff! Tom was 
recently hired as our new Facilities and Grounds Maintenance 
staff person. This is a new position at St. Mary’s and we are 
thrilled to have Tom fill the role. Tom has already begun 
surveying the grounds and building for deferred maintenance 
and preventative maintenance items and has begun tackling 
both!  
 
Tom’s scheduled hours are Monday and Thursday 10 AM to 1 
PM. If you notice a building or grounds problem that needs to 
be fixed, please leave a note in the orange notebook which 
can be found in the mailbox in the work room that is labeled 
“Maintenance Requests.”  

Congratulations to Stella Strother-Blood, daughter of Ken 
Blood and Laurie Strother, for being voted the “Best 
Teacher/Professor” by the readers of the Eugene Weekly. 
Stella is a 6th grade Language Arts and Social Studies teacher at 
Agnes Stewart Middle School. Good work, Stella!  
 
Baptized 
Edwin Vasquez Contreras, son of Rocro Contreras Martinez 
and Hector Vasquez, was baptized on September 2. 
 

Lincoln Doyle Miller, son of Gregory and Chelsea Miller and 
grandson of Doyle and Sue Ann Hinman, was baptized on 
September 17.  
 

Anna Rose Turnbull, daughter of Lisa and Douglas Turnbull 
and granddaughter of Becky Turnbull, was baptized on 
October 1. 
 

Kylie Kaiser, daughter of Brittany and Andrew Kaiser, was 
baptized on November 5. 
 
Died 
A funeral service was held on November 11 for Jill Ann 
Perrapato, niece of Kellijean and Richard Schwab.  



 

www.facebook.com/
st.marys.eugene 

All are welcome at St Mary’s, no matter what age, ethnicity or race, gender identity,  
sexual orientation, or economic and social circumstances. 

THE  BELLRINGER  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

An Evening at St. Mary’s  

& Family Fun Night 
present 

A St. Lucia Celebration 
 

Tuesday, December 5 
 

5:30 PM  Social Time in the Guild Room (bring a bottle to share) 

 (kids have a separate, supervised activity downstairs) 

6:00 PM  Everyone gathers together in the church for a 

 short program 

6:15 PM  Dinner in Berktold Hall 
 

Bring a friend to this all-ages event! 
 

Sign up at church or by emailing Louise@saint-marys.org 


