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Lessons & Carols 
Join us for the beautiful tradition.  

A festive tea will follow. 

See the insert for details. 

A Year of  Listening  
and Being Heard 
The Rev. Christine Marie reflects on 2018. 
page 5. 

Deck the Halls 
If  you love decorating for Christmas, you’ll want 
to join us as we hang the greens at St. Mary’s.  
See the insert for details. 

A Theology of  Fellowship 
Read our Rector’s Closing Thoughts.  
See page 11. 

Christmas Services 
Celebrate the birth of our Savior! 

See the insert for details. 

An Alternative Gift 
The Faith Community Fund. 

See page 10. 



When flood waters  

are rising or a fire is bearing down 

 people simply look for ways  

to help each other. 

How We Live 
Sharon L. Rodgers, Liturgist 

 

Look with compassion on the whole human family…   

Prayer for the Human Family, p. 815, BCP 
 
I shall always remember the morning after the 2012 General 
Convention passed the resolution authorizing for trial use the 
blessings of same sex relationships. Only one member of the 
deputation from the Diocese of South Carolina sat at their table when 
the House of Deputies was called to order. The others had left the 
convention and soon after, following the lead of their bishop, left the 
Episcopal Church. Sitting to my right, in the area reserved for 
alternate deputies, was a deputy from the Diocese of Central Florida 
who had apparently allowed her alternate to take her place on the floor 
that morning.  She was a priest who had spoken passionately about 
why we should not approve those blessings during the open hearings 
that our committee had held prior to sending the resolution to the floor 
of convention.  During a break I went over and spoke with her. I told 
her how glad I was that she was there, that she had stayed. I said I 
could only imagine how hard it must be for her at that moment, but 
that even if we differed on that issue there would always be so much 
ministry we could do together if we simply chose to do so.  With tears 
in her eyes she thanked me for coming over. 
  
I absolutely believed what I said to Sharon, yes, that was her name, 
just as I absolutely believe there are all kinds of things that people on 
opposite sides of the political divide can agree on, if only we choose to 
look for them, rather than looking for reasons to demonize each other.  
Time and again we see that the differences that tend to divide us - 

political or religious affiliation, skin color, 
sexual orientation -  seem to 

disappear in the face of natural 
disasters.  When flood waters 
are rising or a fire is bearing 
down people simply look for 
ways to help each other. 

Basic human decency takes 
over.  What is it that causes 

that mutual sense of caring to 
evaporate as soon as we’re all safe and 

comfortable once again? Whatever it is, we need to find a way to 
override it.  If the Love that is God residing in each of us can empower 
us to care for each other in times of crisis, no matter who “the other” 
may be, then we can choose to let that same love guide our actions at 
other times as well.  Deacon Tom English told a group of us once that 
forgiveness doesn’t begin as a warm fuzzy feeling, but rather as a 
conscious choice that has to be made day after day after day perhaps 
for years, until the heart finally catches up to the head.  Daring to step 
out of our comfortable cocoons of like-minded friends and 
acquaintances in order to interact with those with whom we 
passionately disagree is also a conscious choice that we desperately 
need to make over and over again until hopefully, someday, our heads 
catch up with our hearts.   
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Happenings 

Verbal announcements in Advent  
 

As we move into a more contemplative Advent mood, all 
verbal announcements will be given by our Rector, 
Bingham. Continue to send your bulletin announcements 
to Louise (louise@saint-marys.org), but contact Bingham+ 
(bingham@saint-marys.org or 541-343-9253) if you want 
your announcement highlighted verbally in Advent. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Advent Fair 
Sunday, December 2  

 

Join us in Berktold Hall for all morning coffee hours. The 
Fair is St. Mary’s ministries’ last chance to promote their 
Yuletide gift, event, fundraiser, or outreach opportunity 
before moving into a more contemplative Advent mood. 
After December 2, we won’t have sales of goods on Sundays.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Golden Years group  
Monday, December 3 at noon 

 

The Golden Years group is a fellowship group for men and 
women 80 years young and above.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Intergenerational Celebrations Choir 
Tuesday & Thursday, Dec 4 & 6 
Monday & Friday, Dec 10 & 14 

All from 5:30 to 6:15 PM 
 

Join our pop-up choir! The Celebrations Intergenerational 
Choir will sing at the Festival of Lessons and Carols at 5 PM 
on Sunday, December 16. No prior singing experience 
needed, just a willingness to learn. Attend at least two 
rehearsals. We are working on lining up childcare. 
Questions? Contact the director, Jessica Rossi, at 
jessica.rose.rossi@gmail.com. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

HIBsters (The Happy In-betweeners) 
Saturday, December 8 at 6 PM 

 
Join the HIBsters at the Village Green in Cottage Grove at 
6 PM.  There is an admission charge of $10 when purchased 
in advance ($12 at the door -  if they aren’t sold out). We 
will stroll the grounds enjoying the beautiful lights and 
check out their traditional Christmas market modeled after 
European Christmas markets, known as 

“Weihnachtsmarkt” in Germany and Austria. Vendors 
will be offering German inspired food and drink including 
bratwurst, baked goods and gluhwein (a German hot 
spiced wine). There will be live music and much more.  
This is an outdoor event. Please dress accordingly for cold 
weather. This event is ADA accessible. Learn more and 
purchase tickets at villagegreenchristmas.com. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Family Christmas Caroling 
Sunday, December 9 at 4:30 PM 

 
Join this newly expanded Christmas tradition! Our youth 
have been caroling for years, but this year we’re inviting 
children & families to join us! See page 8 for details. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

St. Mary’s Widows’ Group 
Tuesday, December 11 at 12:30 PM 

 

The Widows’ are having a St. Lucia Celebration Potluck 
Lunch at Jean Shirey’s home. Questions? Contact 
Helga Nagygyor 541-343-0228 or Jean 541-520-2285. 
 

“May you have the gladness of Christmas which is hope; The 
spirit of Christmas which is peace; The heart of Christmas which 
is love.”   - Hendricks 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

An Evening at St. Mary’s presents 
A St. Nicholas Celebration 

Tuesday, December 11 at 5:30 PM 
 

A night of food, fellowship, & faith for all ages!  
 
Schedule: 
5:30 PM  Adults gather for nibbles and conversation in 

the Guild Room. Bring a (alcoholic or non-
alcoholic) beverage to share. Kids have separate 
activity. 

6:00 PM  Everyone moves to the church for a St. Nicholas 
presentation. 

6:15 PM  A delicious dinner in Berktold Hall (vegan & 
gluten-free options will be available) with piano 
music provided by Trudy Rodgers! 

 
This event is for EVERYONE! Sign up today at church, 
on our Facebook event, or by emailing Louise@saint-
marys.org. 
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Happenings continued 

Feast Day of the Virgen de Guadalupe  
Wednesday, December 12 

 
We will have Holy Eucharist at 6 PM,  followed by a 

celebration in Berktold Hall. Everyone is welcome. You 
don’t need to speak Spanish to join us.  

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  
Hanging of the Greens 
Saturday, December 15  

9:00-11:00 AM 
 
Decorate the church for Lessons and Carols and the 
Christmas services! Meet in Berktold Hall to wrap boughs. 
After the boughs are wrapped, they are merrily carried into 
the church, where they are hung for all to enjoy. All hands 
are welcome at this kid-friendly event!  
 

We will have coffee and treats to keep you fueled.  
No need to sign up. Just show up when you can! 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  
Contemplative Prayer  

Saturday, December 15 from 1:30 to 3 PM 
 
This service consists of rotating periods of sitting and 
walking meditation with a short teaching period on an 
aspect of contemplation. Questions? Contact Geoff Colvin 
541-915-1645 or geoffcolvin@comcast.net. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
  

Festival of Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, December 16 at 5:00 PM 

 
Before each carol is sung, a lesson is read, leading us 
through the story of the coming of Christ. We will have 
three distinct choirs this year: our Liturgical Choir, a 
Russian Music Choir, and the Celebrations 
Intergenerational Choir.   
 
A festive tea will follow the service. Join us in the festively 
decorated Berktold Hall for sweet and savory treats, tea, and 
even a flaming plum pudding!  
 
Childcare will be available. 
 

 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day service times, please see 
the insert in this month’s Bellringer.  

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  
Catholic Support Group 

December 30 at 4 PM 
 
If you were raised in the Catholic Church, and have found 
your way to St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, you are invited 
to join us in a monthly support group. Some of us see 
being raised Catholic as a deeply buried experience we 
would rather forget, that haunts us in unexpected ways. 
Some of us loved being Catholic, and for various reasons 
no longer feel at home there. We may have many feelings, 
both positive and negative. No two of us have had the 
same experience.  
 
I was raised Catholic, am now at home in the Episcopal 
Church, and have worked for many years with Catholics 
making this transition. In this group, we practice listening 
to one another and taking turns telling our stories, so that 
we can decide for ourselves how we want to be at St. 
Mary’s. 
 
The December Catholic support group will meet Sunday, 
December 30, from 4 to 6 PM, in the Guild Room at St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church. 
 
Questions? Contact Christine Marie at christine@saint-
marys.org. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Evening Prayer 

Tuesdays - Fridays at 4:30 PM 
 
Join us in the chapel for the recitation of the Divine 
Office, the cycle of Psalms and prayers that have formed 
the daily worship of the Church since the time of the 
Apostles. The service is sung in Gregorian chant. Come 
and sing with us or, if you would like, come sit and listen. 
The service lasts roughly 35 minutes. If you have 
questions, email Max Peters at romknight@gmail.com.  



Page 5 St. Mary’s Bellringer December 2018 

Listening Hearts 

The Rev. Christine Marie, Small Group Ministry Developer 
 

2018 – A Year of Listening and Being Heard 
 
I began my ministry in small group 
development at St. Mary’s one year ago 
in December. This year of developing 
the framework for small group 
ministry has been one of the most 
interesting and rewarding experiences 
of my life, and many of you have been 
part of that. As any of you who have 
come to a small group training know, I 
like to end my groups by asking each person to share their 
highlights of the gathering. I thought at the end of 2018, I 
would share a few of the many highlights of my first year. 
 
Starting in January, a leadership team of 12 women began 
meeting monthly to prepare for the ECW annual retreat in 
June. Small support groups led by these women were the 
backbone of the retreat, because we wanted each woman to 
have a place where she could deeply share with others. 
Leadership teams beautifully planned every aspect of the 
retreat, from worship to recreational time. Most of these 
women are now planning the 2019 women’s retreat. 
Working with these wonderful women was a strong 
highlight of the first half of the year. 
 

In April 2018, the first monthly leadership support and 
training group was held for anyone interested in getting a 
small group started, and it has met nearly every month 
since. Attendance has ranged from 3 to 17, with lively 
participation and deepening relationships as we practice 
taking turns listening to one another in pairs, small groups 
of three or four, and whole circle groups. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed each meeting and getting to know so many amazing 
people. 
 
Another highlight was starting the first monthly support 
group in October for anyone at St. Mary’s who was raised 
Catholic. This lovely group means a lot to me personally, as 
I was raised Catholic and have slowly found a true home in 
the Episcopal Church, and I want others to have support in 
doing the same. 
 
At St. Mary’s, we want to offer the opportunity for each 
person who wants one to have a small group. Join me for 
our next monthly leadership training and support group, 
which will meet Sunday, December 9, 4-6 PM in the Guild 
Room. All are welcome. 
 
Questions? Email me at christine@saint-marys.org. 

Photo credit: Christine Marie 

News of  the Family 

Toivo William Vollmer-Buhl, son of Liz and Brian Vollmer-
Buhl, was born November 14.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Bill Mason died on November 14. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
We welcome back to the St. Mary’s clergy team, the Rev. 
Heather Parr. Heather was previously on staff at St. Mary’s 
in the 1990’s. Heather’s main focus will be the 1:30 PM 
Spanish language service. Welcome back, Heather! 

Flower Charts 

The flower charts are up! 
 
Celebrate a birthday, anniversary, or other reason for 
thanksgiving, or remember loved ones by providing church 
flowers on Sundays. Sign up to sponsor flowers on the main 
altar or chapel altar on the 2019 Flower Charts located by 
the main level offices. You may order from a florist, do the 
arrangement yourself, or ask the Altar Guild for assistance. 
Flowers don’t have to cost you a bundle. Two bouquets 
from the market will look lovely. Sign up on the charts with 
your name and phone number. Questions? Call Karen 
Johnson at 541-344-1728 or email at karenjj@uoregon.edu. 

Parking News 

We all know that parking at St. Mary’s is tight and many of 
our neighbors don’t want us to use their parking spots - not 
even on Sundays. Well, we have some good news. We have 
come to a parking agreement with the owners of the two-
story brick and green building catty corner from our 
parking lot, the Mortier Engineering building, that allows 
us to utilize their parking spaces weekdays after 5 PM and 
any time on the weekends. Thank you, Mortier 
Engineering! 
 
Watch for new parking instruction maps at the entrances or 
see Judy Alison if you have questions. Please continue to 
avoid parking in any of our other neighbors spots as they 
have expressly told us that they want to access their spots - 
even on Sundays - and have tow signs up, and we’d hate to 
see your car towed.  



St. Mary’s Events - 
Sun Mon Tue Wed

Key: 
CH = Church 
CR = Conference Room 
GR = Guild Room 
LB = Library 
BH = Berktold Hall (previously called the Parish Hall) 
Rooms with Biblical location names are classrooms 
and are located in the Sunday School wing. 

   

2 1 Advent   
Advent Fair & wreath making after all AM 
services 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
11-12N Joyful Noise Choir rehearsal (Damascus) 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
6:30-8 pm Russian Choir rehearsal (BH) 

3  
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 
Noon Golden Years meeting (GR) 

4 
 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
4:30-6:30 pm Girl Scouts (Damascus) 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
5:30-6:15 pm Intergenerational Choir 
                                                rehearsal (CH) 
 
7:00 pm Order of St. Luke (GR) 

5 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
3 pm Earth Stewards (Damascus)
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel)
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

9 2 Advent 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist  
10:15 am Nativity Play rehearsal for all children & youth 
11-12N Music rehearsal for Nativity Play 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
4-6 pm Small Group Leadership (GR)  
4:30 pm Family Christmas Caroling (for all families with 
children & youth) meet at Coburg Rd Papa’s Pizza 
6:30-8 pm Russian Choir rehearsal (BH) 

10 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 
 
 
 
5:30-6:15 pm Intergenerational Choir  
                                                rehearsal (CH) 

11  Evening at St. Mary’s - St. Nicholas 
      carpet cleaning - Main Floor and Altar 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study (Damascus) 
12:30 pm Widows’ Group - off-site, see Helga 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
4:30-6:30 pm Girl Scouts (Damascus) 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
5:30 pm Evening at St. Mary’s - St. Nicholas  (GR/
CH/BH/et al) 
6:00 pm Vestry Governance Comm. (Library) 
7:00 pm Vestry meeting (CR) 

12 Virgen de Guadelupe
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel)
 
5:30-8:00 pm Men’s Club (BH Kitchen/GR)
6:00 pm Virgen de Guadelupe (CH/BH) 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

16 3 Advent   LESSONS & CAROLS 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Nativity Play rehearsal  
                                                all children & youth 
11-Noon Joyful Noise rehearsal (Damascus) 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
 
5:00 pm Lessons & Carols, with Tea after (CH,BH) 

17 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 

18  
 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
4:30-6:30 pm Girl Scouts (Damascus) 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
 
7:00 pm Order of St. Luke (GR)   

19  
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel)
5:30-7 pm Nativity Play Rehearsal (CH&BH
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

23 4 Advent 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Nativity Play rehearsal all children & youth 
11-Noon Joyful Noise rehearsal (Damascus) 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

24                    Christmas Eve 
Office open until Noon 

9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 

5:00 pm Christmas Eve Service & Nativity Play 
(music @ 4:30 pm) 
9:00 pm Rite I Christmas Eve Service (music starts at 
8:30 pm) 
 

Coffee hour prior to 11 PM service (GR) 
11:00 pm Rite II Christmas Eve Service (music starts 
at 10:30 pm) 

25 Christmas Day -  Office Closed 
 
10:00 am Christmas Day service  

26        Holiday Office hours 9
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel)
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

30 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 Combined Sunday School pre-K-5th 
10:15 am Rite 13/CAP Sermon Sunday 
11-Noon Joyful Noise rehearsal (Damascus)  
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
4-6 pm Catholic support group (GR) 

31                     New Year’s Eve  
Holiday Office hours 9-12N 

9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 

  

See page 8 for Family Christmas 

Caroling details! 



St. Mary’s Events - December 2018 
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
9-11:30 am Egan Warming Center  
                   new volunteer training (BH)  
9:45 am Altar Guild meeting 
1:00 pm Michael Batori Funeral (Chapel/GR) 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

3 pm Earth Stewards (Damascus) 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

6  
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 

12:30 pm Pastoral Care Team (Damascus) 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
 

4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 

7  
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  
 
1:30 pm Labyrinth Team (GR) 
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

8 
9:30 am Saturday Breakfast (BH) 
 
 
 

5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

Virgen de Guadelupe 
5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  

9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing 

4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

8:00 pm Men’s Club (BH Kitchen/GR) 
6:00 pm Virgen de Guadelupe (CH/BH)  
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

13 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
 

12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
2:00 pm Office Assistants/Bellringer Crew 
Christmas Party 
 

4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 

14 church tile cleaning 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  
 
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
 
5:30-6:15 pm Intergenerational Choir 
                                                rehearsal (CH) 

15  JANUARY BELLRINGER DEADLINE 
 

9-11 am Greening the Church 
 
Noon Quinceañera 
1:30-3 pm Contemplative Prayer (GR) 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
7 pm Nativity Play Rehearsal (CH&BH) 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

20 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GF) 
7:00 pm Budget Committee (CR) 

21 
 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  
 
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

22 
9:30 am Saturday Breakfast (Berktold Hall) 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

26        Holiday Office hours 9-12N 
5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  

with healing and anointing 

4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

27        Holiday Office hours 9-12N 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Guild Room) 
12:30 pm Pastoral Care Team (Damascus) 
 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  

28  Holiday Office hours 9-12N 
 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (Guild Room)  
 
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

29 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

   

The Greening of the Church. Family-
friendly! Coffee and snacks provided. 

Join us! Details in the insert! 
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Children, Youth, and Families News 

Nativity Play! 
 
During December, instead of normal Sunday School, we’ll 
have our Nativity Play rehearsals! We love to have all the 
children and youth participate in this - there is a role for 
everyone from babies to returning college students! 
 
Rehearsals will be: 
12/9:  During Sunday School, with extra music rehearsal 
for older kids 11-12. 
12/16: During Sunday School. 
12/19: Evening Dress Rehearsal. 5:30-7, with pizza dinner. 
12/23: During Sunday School. 

 
Advent Wreath Making 
Sunday, December 2   
NO Sunday School Classes 
 
Everyone is invited after morning services to make Advent 
wreaths in Berktold Hall. The suggested donations price of 
$5 includes 1 brass wreath ring, 4 Advent candles (3 purple 
and 1 pink), greens for wreath making, and other needed 
materials such as floral tape, ribbon, wire, and yarn. If you 
already have a wreath ring from previous years we 
encourage you to bring it to use. If you bring your wreath 
ring we suggest a $3 donation.   

 
Thank You Families! Sunday School Snack Providers 
 
A special shout out to these families for their support with 
our snacks for Sunday school each week.  Sexton/Williams 
Family; Tuman Family; Garcia Family; Hunter Family; 
Baker Family; Wirth Family 

 

Family Christmas Caroling and Pizza 
Families with Children and Youth 
Sunday, December 9  4:30 to 7:00 PM 
 
Mark your calendars for this newly expanded Christmas 
tradition!  Our youth have been caroling for years, but this 
year, we’re inviting children and families to join us!  
 
4:30 PM meet at Papa’s Pizza on Coburg Rd to play  
 in the game room 
5:00 PM St. Mary’s will provide pizza 
5:45 PM Caravan over to our caroling location 
 

Bring your Christmas spirit! Festive dress encouraged! 
Sign up at church, on our Facebook event,  

or by emailing Louise@saint-marys.org 
  

Journey Fellowship  
White Elephant Gift Exchange 
Following Caroling on December 9 from 7 to 8:30 PM 
 
Journey Fellowship is St. Mary’s answer to Youth Group. 
Following the caroling, all middle and high schoolers are 
invited to Carolyn’s house for an ice cream bar and the 
annual White Elephant Gift Exchange, after caroling. As 
always, friends are welcome! 

 
Combined Sunday School  
December 30 
On December 30 we will have a combined Sunday school 
class for Pre K to 5th grade.  All 6th to 12th grade students 
will stay in church and listen to the sermon.   

Nursery fun and so many new babies!  

See the Bellringer insert for more kid-friendly Advent and 
Christmas events at St. Mary’s including An Evening at St. 
Mary’s, Hanging of the Greens, and Christmas Eve services. 
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW) News 

Ministry for the women of St. Mary’s, by the women of St. Mary’s. No membership required. 

HO! HO! HO! 

Help Others Have a wOnderful HOliday 

 

By the time you receive this, you may have already 

picked up a name, or two, and empty stockings to fill. 

Some stockings are due by December 2 and others by 

December 9. You will find the due date on the gift tag. 

You can bring your filled stockings to the church any 

time and leave them in the workroom.  You return the 

filled stockings and we will give the stockings to 

children served by ECCares, and Direction Service. 

 

Many thanks to those who made a 

donation so our elves could shop for 

you! 

 

Thank you for over 20 years of shared 

ministry. Contact Deacon Nancy 

Crawford at nancy@saint-marys.org 

or 541-543-1122 with any questions. 

From All the Episcopal Church Women 

to everyone at St. Mary’s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Blessings & Christmas Joy 

ECW at ST. MARY’S 
ADVENT FAIR 

Sunday, December 2 
 

COME VISIT THE ECW TABLES AT THE 

ANNUAL ST. MARY’S ADVENT FAIR 

 

The ECW tables will be selling 

 Handcrafted goods 

 Homemade edibles 

 Regifted unused or like-new items 

 Jewelry and bling 

 Other surprises 
 

If you have signed up for a sales donation, someone 

should have contacted you. If not, please contact 

Deacon Nancy Crawford. 
 

All proceeds from the ECW tables support: 

 St. Mary’s Women’s Retreat April 26-28, 2019 and 

other women’s activities 

 WomenSpace and other outreach projects to 

women and children 

 Scholarships to help women, men, youth and 

children attend pilgrimages, camps, conferences, 

trainings or enrichment events.  
 

Questions? Contact Deacon Nancy Crawford. 

 
 

Church Women United 
December Forum  
Annual Meeting and Guest Speaker 

 
 

Friday, December 7 
First Christian Church 
395 Centennial Blvd, Springfield 
9-11:15 AM 
 
Time to affirm our budget and applaud our officers, 
and take a look at the year that has been, as we plan for 
the year ahead. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi0-bbI-eDeAhV4HjQIHc0yCdkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdairybarn.org%2Fevent-view%2Fholiday-bazaar%2F&psig=AOvVaw32nhLTtLN4OxMmroQHGOG0&ust=1542733824869039
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Outreach News 

Food Pantry Ministry 
contributed by Hope Birrell 
 
First, I want to thank everyone for your donations to the 
food pantry this month! This is my first month coordinating 
this ministry and I am deeply touched to see, and humbled to 
deliver, the amount of nutritious and easy to prepare foods 
that have been provided by St. Mary’s parishioners! 
 
Deliveries are made weekly to the U of O, FISH, and South 
Eugene High School food pantries, and they have been 
gratefully receiving and distributing our donated items to 
those in need. 
 
We are now entering the cold winter months, a time when 
food needs are often at their highest. This time of year, 
donations are particularly important to help those who are 
food insecure bridge the gap between surviving the cold 
weather, having enough food to make it through long 
academic breaks that limit access to school food programs, 
and providing nutritious food during a time of year other 
gleaning opportunities are at their lowest. 
 
In the spirit of community, I am highlighting one of our food 
pantries each month. This month it’s the University of 
Oregon Student Food Pantry. Read about them below and 
feel free to visit their Facebook page and website to say hello! 
 
Again, thank you for all the love and support you routinely 
show to the most vulnerable in our community. Questions or 
offers of help can be directed to Hope Birrell (541-968-3812; 
hlbirrell15@yahoo.com) 
 
University of Oregon Student Food Pantry 
 
We understand that with the increasing costs of tuition, 
textbooks, and student fees, it can be difficult to fit healthy 
food into one’s budget. The Student Food Pantry emerged as 
a direct response to student need on surrounding campuses, 
and continues to serve a high volume of students each week. 
Student success starts with a full belly and with the help of 
our donors, partners, and volunteers, the Student Food 
Pantry is able to provide nutritious food to students. 
 
The Student Food Pantry is open to college students from 
any school-- not just University of Oregon students. 
 
Location: 1329 E 19th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401 
Hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 4 – 6 PM 
Website: uostudentfoodpantry.weebly.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ThePantryECMHOUSE 

Refugee Resettle Coalition Housing Needs 
contributed by Christine Zeller-Powell 
 

The Refugee Resettlement Coalition of Lane County is 
seeking  housing for clients in Eugene, Springfield and 
surrounding communities. Depending on their situation, 
clients might be better suited to renting a house, an 
apartment or small studio, or renting a room in someone’s 
home. Several clients need immediate housing and others 
will be asking for housing help in the future.   
If you can provide housing or know of potential rental 
housing or wish to discuss the possibility of offering rental 
accommodations now or for the future or have questions 
about the Coalition and its work, please contact Roz 
Slovic at rslovic@uoregon.edu.  Your suggestions, 
information, and leads are appreciated. 

Earth Stewards - An Alternative Christmas Gift 
contributed by Betsy Halpern 
 

Are you looking for a different Christmas gift? Do you 
want to do something to help preserve or rehabilitate 
God’s creation and at the same time honor someone? 
Have you heard of the Faith Community Fund? 
 
The Faith Community Fund was started by St Mary’s 
Earth Stewards group to help address our carbon 
footprint. Donations made to the Faith Community Fund 
are used by the McKenzie River Trust (MRT) or the Long 
Tom Watershed Council (LTWC) to plant trees in areas 
these organizations are restoring to their native condition. 
The trees help reduce the CO2 in the atmosphere, in turn 
helping to reduce the climate changes that are occurring. 
Flyers describing this in more detail are in the church 
narthex, or you can donate online at 
www.mckenzieriver.org. Make sure to indicate that your 
donation is for the Faith Community Fund and indicate if 
you want your donation to go to MRT, LTWC, or both. 
Of interest, the Faith Community Fund is being used as a 
model by Corvallis as the city works to become carbon 
neutral. 
 
With wishes for a wonderful Christmas, and one that 
helps maintain our beautiful, fantastic natural world. 
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We need a  

Theology of Fellowship  

that reminds us that Jesus called us  

into friendship with him  

and with each other. 

The Holiday Season has begun! And that means, of course, 
lots of parties, celebrations, and all around merriment! This 
Bellringer is full of fun holiday fellowship opportunities. Read 
this Bellringer carefully and mark your calendar for all of the 
joyful celebrations. The Holidays are not the only time that we 
have fellowship opportunities as a church. Most months there 
are opportunities to simply get together and have fun. So, why 
do we do that? Isn’t fellowship some kind of distraction from 
our real work of worshipping God, serving those in need, and 
growing in our faith? At best, isn’t it some kind of extra, the 
icing on the cake? I would argue that it is not. Rather, 
fellowship is central to who we are.  
 
At the very least, fellowship is the glue that holds things 
together. The relationships built while chatting during a meal 
or laughing together during a silly activity are critical to the 

rest of the work we do. You do not 
get to know someone very 

well while sitting next to 
them in a pew, and 
yet those 
relationships formed 

in fellowship enhance 
our ability to worship, 

serve, and grow in faith. Over 
that meal, you might find out 

someone has that particular skill that your ministry has been 
seeking, a new idea might emerge to improve a ministry, or a 
conversation might be the seeds of a new ministry sprouting.  
 
But I would argue that it goes even deeper than that. 
Fellowship isn’t just good because it supports other ministry. 
Fellowship is good in its own right. We need a Theology of 
Fellowship that reminds us that Jesus called us into friendship 
with him and with each other. Friendship entails being 
together not only while working together, but while celebrating 
and relaxing. Fellowship is about deepening relationship. And 
for us, a people who believe in the Holy Trinity, who believe 
that the core of the one God is a relationship among these 
three persons of the Trinity, relationship is central to our faith. 
In Genesis 1, we learn that we were made in God’s image. 
What God’s image means is something that people of faith 
have been wrestling with for thousands of years. Since God is 
Trinity, maybe that image is about relationship with others. 
God is loving relationship in God’s very being and we who are 
made in God’s image must tend to loving relationships as well. 
I invite you to join us in the many fellowship activities this 
month.  

 

Bingham+ 

Rector’s Closing Thoughts 

Please take some time to review your financial records. If 
you plan to make a gift to St. Mary’s and deduct it on 
your 2018 tax return, here are some easy ways to do that:  
 Mail a check, postmarked by December 31. The 

mailing address is: St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,  
 1300 Pearl Street, Eugene, OR 97401. 
 Give securities (stocks, bonds, etc.) and not only 

receive a charitable deduction for their full fair 
market value, but also avoid tax on the capital gain 
for stocks held longer than one year. Contact Lana 
Johnson at Lana@saint-marys.org or 541-343-9253 to 
let her know which securities you will be donating to 
St. Mary’s, and ensure that you get the full tax 
deduction. Stocks must be transferred to Charles 
Schwab DTC #0164, account #7071-2882. Usually it 
takes several days to complete this transfer, so don’t 
wait until the last minute. 

 Donate online through our web page at www.saint-
marys.org/give up through the final moments of 
December 31. When you donate by credit card, there 
is a small transaction fee, so please consider 
increasing your donation by a few dollars to cover 
that expense. 

 

When you give, you may designate how the money will be 
used.  You may donate to our Endowment Fund, to 
strengthen our financial security for years to come; to our 
Building Fund, to prepare for repairs or improvements; or 
to our General Fund. Many givers donate in memory of a 
loved one, in thanksgiving for blessings, or simply to 
ensure the financial strength of St. Mary’s.  Thank you for 
your support. 
 

Several of our parishioners choose to pre-pay their 2019 
pledge in 2018, for tax reasons. If you wish to pre-pay any 
part of our pledge, we are prepared to account for that 
properly, and will show it on your 2018 year-end 
statement. 
 
IRA Distribution 
 

Have you taken your Required Minimum Distribution 
(RMD) for 2018?  If you are 70½ or older, you can make 
a contribution to St. Mary’s from your Traditional IRA 
simply by instructing the plan administrator to make the 
transfer directly to St. Mary’s.  This will count toward 
your required minimum distribution, and also be 
excluded from taxable income. You are allowed to 
transfer up to $100,000 a year to the charities of your 
choice.  To learn more about making a donation from 
your IRA, call Lana Johnson at 541-343-9253 or email 
Lana@saint-marys.org. 

Year-End Finance/Tax Information 



 

www.facebook.com/
st.marys.eugene 
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All are welcome at St Mary’s, no matter what age, ethnicity or race, gender identity,  
sexual orientation, or economic and social circumstances. 

THE  BELLRINGER  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 


