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Pentecost is June 4 

Join us to celebrate the Church’s birthday.  

(see back panel for details.) 

Celebrate Bingham’s 10th Anniversary of  

Ministry at St. Mary’s at the Annual Picnic.  

(see page 3) 

A Treasure Chest of  Parables 

Vacation Bible Camp is back! 

(see page 8) 

A Look Back at our  

Cambodian Refugee Family.  

(see page 7) 

Picfest is coming! Don’t miss the Pacific Boychoir Academy 

(see page 3) 

Photo: Close up of Pentecost Streamers 
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How We Live 
Sharon L. Rodgers, Liturgist 

 

Give us calm strength and patient wisdom… 

Prayer for the Care of Children, p. 829, BCP 
 
     One of the loveliest cultural changes to take place during my 
lifetime has been the blurring of distinctions between male and 
female roles in society as a whole, as well as the roles of mothers and 
fathers within families.  Where raising children was once seen 
strictly as a woman’s responsibility, while a man was supposed to be 
the breadwinner, that’s no longer the case.  More and more men 
choose to take paternity leave when a baby enters their family, and I 
am struck when I go for my daily walks by how many young dads I 
encounter pushing babies in strollers.  One could imagine that having 
both men and women involved in child rearing would produce a 
somewhat gentler society, but so far that doesn’t seem to be the case.  
Indeed, trends seem to be going in quite the opposite direction. 
  
     From violent outbursts at children’s athletic events to road rage 
shootings to the vitriolic, profanity laced diatribes posted on social 
media by seemingly mild manner individuals, our society appears to 
be unraveling before our eyes.  Political discourse has become so 

polarized that we are becoming an increasingly 
segregated society, not in terms of race 

but rather political perspective.  
Seemingly afraid to risk an 

outburst from someone at the 
other end of the political 
spectrum, more and more 

people are associating only 
with people with whom they 

think they agree.  This is not only 
sad but dangerous.  Democracy is based 

on compromise.  Compromise is impossible without genuine 
discourse between people on opposite sides of an issue, who are 
willing to meet somewhere in the middle.   
  
     This has to do with more than politics of course.  As Christians 
we’re called to respect the dignity of every human being.  That means 
we need to be able to carry out conversations that are dialogues, 
where no one is trying to win, but each person is simply sharing a 
perspective, rather than debates, where there are by definition 
winners and losers.  Listening to people who have a different 
perspective from our own is how we grow.  Maybe we’ll change our 
perspective, or maybe we’ll simply be clearer about why we hold the 
position that we do.  Either way, we’ve treated someone else as we 
would like to be treated.  We’ve also opened the door to possibly 
finding a middle ground that honors their position as well as our own.  

1300 Pearl Street Eugene, Oregon 97401 
Church Office 541-343-9253 

 
Web Page:  www.saint-marys.org 

“Like” us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
st.marys.eugene 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

 9 AM to 5 PM,  Monday - Friday 

 
CLERGY 

The Rev. Bingham Powell, Rector 
The Rev. Christine Marie, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Nancy Crawford, Deacon 
The Rev. Tom English, Deacon 

The Rev. Nancy Muhlheim, Deacon 
The Rev. Ann Rose, Deacon 

The Rev. Theodore Berktold, Rector Emeritus 

 
MUSIC 

Maria Dossin, Music Director, Organist 
Tom Trent, Liturgical Choir Director 

Paula Ward, Children & Youth Music Director 
Loren and Tom Mohler, Circle Service Musicians 
Christine Zeller-Powell, Spanish Service Pianist 

Ty Zeller, Assistant Organist 
Harold Owen, Liturgical Choir Director Emeritus 

 
OFFICE 

Louise Fortuna, Office and Building Manager and  
Bellringer Editor 

Email: louise@saint-marys.org 
Lana Johnson, Finance and Records Manager 

Email: lana@saint-marys.org 
Judy Alison, Program Support Team Assistant 

Email: judy@saint-marys.org 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND  
YOUNG ADULTS 

Glenda Jeter, Nursery Coordinator & Care Giver  
Taylor Cabrera, Nursery Care Giver 

Sue Ann Hinman, Sunday School Director 
The Rev. Doug Hale, Campus Chaplain 

 
VESTRY 

Jesse Williams, Senior Warden 
Lisa Kovacevic, Junior Warden 

Pam Birrell 
Eric DeFreest 
Sarah Epplin 

Dena Putnam Gilchrist 
Mike Ignatius 

Hillary Kittleson 
Brian McMurray 

Chris Spinks 
Nicole Smithweiland 

Rose Thomas 
 

Tamara Bressi, Clerk 
Ron Scharfer, Treasurer 

The church office will be closed on Tuesday, July 4 in observance of 
Independence Day.   

Listening to people  

who have a different perspective 

from our own is how we  

grow.   
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St. Mary’s Widows’ Group  
Thursday, June 8 at 1:30 PM 

 
The Widows will meet at Betsy Halpern’s home.  

Call Helga at 541-343-0228 for more information. 
                  

God’s love is like a river springing up in the Divine Substance 
and flowing endlessly through His creation 

filling all things with life and goodness and strength.  
- Thomas Merton 

 

++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Spirited Women 
Thursday, June 8 at 6:30 PM 

at Mazzi’s 
 

This will be our end-of-year get together. All women of 
St. Mary’s are invited to join this monthly gathering.  

 
Spirited Women will not meet in July. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++  

 

Annual Picnic & Celebration of Bingham’s 10th 
Anniversary of Ministry at St. Mary’s 

Sunday, August 13, 3:30 to 6:30 PM 
Lively Park Swim Center    

6100 Thurston Rd, Springfield 
 
This is a fantastic picnic you should not miss!!!  Family, 
friends, fellowship, fun and food, what more could 
anyone ask for?  Well, here goes: fresh air, convenient 
parking, a beautiful setting, clean restrooms and a great 
play structure. 
 
On June 15 Bingham+ celebrates 10 years of ministry 
at St. Mary’s. Join us in celebrating this milestone at this 
year’s picnic. 
  
Look for more details in our August Bellringer. 
 
If you have questions please call John Pfanner,  (c) 541-
852-3529. 

Happenings 

News of the Family 

Received into the household of God through baptism: 
Julian and Elise Forrest, children of Christy and Mark 
Forrest, were baptized on May 7. 

Picfest is Visiting 
 
Sunday, July 2, St. Mary’s is delighted to host Pacific Boychoir 
Academy (PBA) from Oakland, California with conductors 
Jonathon Hampton and Steven Blum.  They are here for their 
third time as part of the annual Pacific International Choral 
Festivals. 
 
The Boychoir is a Grammy-winning, independent choir school 
for boys in 4th - 8th grade, with several after-school choirs for 
boys in pre-kindergarten through high school. Founded in 
1998, PBA has released nine independent albums and has 
garnered 3 GRAMMY Awards with the San Francisco 
Symphony.  
 
The only North 
American boychoir 
school outside of the 
East Coast, PBA 
offers unique and 
rigorous choral and 
academic programs, 
producing confident, 
engaged young men 
and artists. PBA’s 
domestic touring 
ensemble largely 
features intermediate 
level choristers who 
rehearse daily as 
students in the choir school, along with their after-school 
choir counterparts who rehearse twice weekly. 
 
In this 20th season, picfest 2017 brings together eight choirs 
with over 200 young singers from Florida, Ohio, Minnesota, 
Illinois, California, and Oregon to participate in one of two 
week-long gatherings of music-making and cultural 
exchange.  The first week ends with the Gala Concert 
featuring the combined festival chorus led by internationally 
acclaimed conductor Henry Leck and special guest artists –
YouTube superstars Evynne and Peter Hollens. 
 
The concert is Sunday, July 2, at 7:30 PM in the Main 
Auditorium at First Baptist Church (3555 Fox Meadow Road). 
Tickets can be purchased in person/online/by phone at the 
Hult Center Box Office, or at the door. 
 
In appreciation for hosting a picfest choir this year (and every 
year since 2003!) use the special discount vouchers provided to 
St. Mary’s members. If ordering online or by phone, use the 
discount code “picfestfan.” This wonderful evening of choral 
artistry at the highest level is perfect for music lovers of all 
ages 8 and up!  
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Spiritual Direction 

Special Collections 

United Thank Offering  
 

Thank you: the UTO Ingathering was a great 
success. We have collected over $850 to be sent 
to UTO church headquarters and joined with 
millions of other dollars collected throughout 
the Episcopal Church. 
 

Put your filled Blue Box or UTO envelope in the collection plate 
anytime.  Keep a box at home and continue dropping coins and 
bills of gratitude in it; it's a wonderful practice that yields as much 
to the giver as it gives to help alleviate poverty and suffering. 
Checks to St Mary’s marked “UTO” in the memo line are always 
welcome, too. 
 
UTO is affiliated with Episcopal Church Women. See page 9 for 
more ECW activities and projects. 

THE SUMMER FUN FUND COLLECTION will be on 
June 11 this year at all our services. This is a Church Women 
United project that raises money so that eight organizations 
working with homeless and at-risk kids can provide creative safe 
summer fun. 
 
Last year we gave $600 to organizations that were working with 
these kids, and they sent their thanks. Willamette Family Inc. 
wrote, “The donations we receive are vital to helping our clients 
on their road to recovery and we hope you know that the value of 
the hope you provide is priceless.” 
 
Womenspace said that through our support, children who have 
experienced the tragedy of violence in their homes were able to 
enjoy summer activities in safe, nurturing, and non-threatening 
settings, a critically needed aspect for gaining mental and 
emotional healing.  They provided swim passes, swim suits, 
attendance at the Boys and Girls Club and a pizza and ice cream 
party for the residents at their Safehouse. 
 
New Roads, the school for homeless teens, kicked off their 
summer activities by taking 10 youth to the coast, a new 
experience for most of them. They went to the Sea Lion Caves 
and spent a few hours walking the beach, walking thru the sand 
and dipping their toes in the cold water. The staff chaperones 
said it was a very moving experience to watch. They finished the 
summer with a BBQ for all of their Drop-in-Center youth. Over 
30 youth participated in the games, fun science related activities 
and of course the hamburgers and hot dogs with all the fixings. 
They said it was a great evening and an awesome way for the staff 
to bond with the youth. 
 
Each organization used the money in different ways, although 
lots of swimming, camping and trips did happen. Hope you can 
help make it happen again. 

At all services on June 3 and 4, the next round of draft 
drawings for the First Floor Remodel will be set out 
for review and comment.  Most of the work developed 
since the first review has been to the work room, 
elevator, Guild Room and what is now considered the 
quilter closet.  Please plan on attending one of the 
services the first weekend in June so your ideas and 
concerns can be addressed. 
 
Steering Committee: Terrie Scharfer, Project Manager; 
Hillary Kittleson, Vestry Liaison; and Louise Fortuna, 
Office and Building Manager 

A Ministry of St. Mary’s 
 
I first heard the phrase “spiritual direction” about 
twelve years ago when I learned that Adrienne Lannom 
served as a spiritual director at St. Mary’s. As far as I 
know, Adrienne was the only spiritual director at St. 
Mary’s for many years, and she made a huge impact on 
my spiritual life as we served together on the Pastoral 
Care Team. When Adrienne died, I felt called and 
enrolled in the spiritual direction training program at 
Shalom Prayer Center in Mt. Angel, the same training 
program Adrienne had attended. 
 
One of the expectations of the training program was 
that I enter into spiritual direction as a “directee,” and 
thus began a new and profound ministry for me. I 
think of spiritual direction as holy listening. Persons 
seek spiritual direction as a means of examining their 
own spirituality and their relationship to the divine. 
They may choose to enter into a confidential 
relationship with a trained spiritual director under a 
mutual agreement to meet regularly for a period of 
time that can be extended if both parties agree the 
relationship is fruitful. 
 
St. Mary’s is fortunate to have three persons trained in 
spiritual direction: Pam Birrell, Hannah Dean, and Skip 
McDonald. If you are interested in exploring the 
possibility of spiritual direction, please contact one of 
these persons who provide the ministry as a service to 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church. Their phone numbers are 
available in the Church Directory. 
 
Submitted by Hannah Dean 

First Floor Remodel Plan Review 
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News about St. Mary’s Staff 

16 May 2017 
 

Dear Beloved of St. Mary’s, 
 

It should by now be seen as no coincidence – as you 
are well aware – that I write this letter to you on the 
anniversary of my mother’s birth. Her name, Mary 
Virginia and her namesake St. Mary the Virgin will 
forever be embedded in my heart in a new and rich 
way because of your presence with me. Though mom 
disliked that name – possibly because it carried with it 
such an extraordinary sense of expectation and 
measure – she lived up to it fully and graciously. That 
is no less true of you as I have witnessed your care of 
Christ’s charge to you: to tend to the sick, to feed the 
hungry and to nourish and watch over those 
entrusted to your care. I have been so blessed to be 
the heir of both her legacy and yours. 
 
I came to you in the grief of her death and in the 
anticipation of my priestly identity. Like her, you laid 
your life on the line for me. You welcomed me, you 
listened to my often selfish desires and you gave me 
everything you could offer. Because of your sacrifice 
and gift, I have become a priest transformed by your 
identity – a priest who is able to hear, to be present 
and to live in prayer that “it be done to me according 
to your will.” 
 
As I depart from you I do exactly what you have 
done for me. I go out to meet Christ in the face of 
the stranger, of the grieving, of the dispossessed and 
the oppressed. My last request is that you do exactly 
what we pray after communion: send me out. I will 
take you to St. Paul’s in Milwaukee though a part of 
me will remain with you. As I celebrate mom’s 
birthday and your birthing of me to St. Paul’s, I 
realize that is St. Mary’s prayer: “send us out, to do 
the work you have given us to do.” 
 
My most sincere gratitude and love and presence, 
Brad+ 

What Next? 
 
Our focus in May has been on saying goodbye to 
Brad+. However, the Vestry, Personnel Committee, 
and Rector have started initial conversations about 
next steps with staffing at St. Mary's. We will 
continue to work on this issue during the summer. In 
our decision-making, we always hold before us the 
question of how we can best achieve our ministry 
goals while being responsible stewards of the 
resources and gifts of this parish.  

60 Years of Service to St. Mary’s! 
 
St. Mary’s continues the joy of honoring our lay staff who have 
reached five-year milestones in their jobs.  This year we have five of 
them to thank, with a total of 60 years on staff among them. 
 
Carolyn Bergquist started 15 
years ago as our Psalmist, and 
continues leading us each Sunday.  
Actually she began leading the 
Psalms as a volunteer a few years 
earlier than that, and the church 
loved it so much that 15 years ago 
we made it an official position.  
From 2013 - 2016 Carolyn also 
served as our assistant organist in addition to her Psalmist duties. 
 
Christine Zeller has participated in the Spanish Service on Sunday 
afternoons for 15 years now.  Her playing brings joy to that service 
each week, uplifting the worship and encouraging the congregation 
to sing. Christine stepped up as a volunteer during the first few years 
when this ministry was getting off the ground, and has continued to 
serve since 2002 as a staff member. 
 
Randall Smith has been serving as the Liturgical Choir’s Rehearsal 
Pianist, also for 15 years.  Most of us never see him in action, but 
because of his work we hear a well-rehearsed choir every Sunday! 
 
Glenda Jeter, Nursery Caregiver 
par excellence, began 10 years ago, 
and continues to make the 
Nursery a welcoming, love-filled 
place for our youngest 
parishioners. She has accepted 
more responsibilities as our 
Nursery has grown, and now has 
a growing legion of Nursery 
“alums” who stop by to exchange 
hugs or high fives on their way to 
Sunday School classes. 
 
Lana Johnson brought her formidable skills and experience to the 
job of Finance and Records Manager 5 years ago.  She helps the 
Vestry, all of St. Mary’s many ministries and committees, and 
individual parishioners, finding answers and producing reports, 
sometimes before we knew we needed them, and keeps our financial 
and other records in useful order with unflappable grace. 
 
We are blessed to have these wonderful people among us with their 
spectacular talents.  Every year they continue using their gifts to 
serve St. Mary’s, their relationships with our church family deepen, 
and their work continues to grow and shine.  We honor them and 
thank them, and hope they will go on doing great things for many 
years to come! 



Thank Yous 

To our SAFE Church Training volunteers:  Jesse and Carolyn 
Williams (setup); Gail Spinks (setup); Linda Hart (food); Chris 
Spinks (clean up); Dena Putnam Gilchrist (clean up); Lisa 
Kovacevic (clean up); Rose Thomas (clean up) 

 
Dear Beloved of St. Mary’s, 
 
Please accept my deepest gratitude for your stewardship in 
providing me such a generous purse and in both your parting 
gifts and in your sending presence to me at my farewell 
luncheon. It was the Spirit that led me to St. Mary's and her 
comforting and hospitable presence in you that has been the 
greatest blessing and gift to me during these past two and a 
half years. I take that Spirit to St. Paul’s and will attempt to 
model there your example to me. 
 
In Her most gracious presence, Brad+ 

Graduates 

Joshua Ganter graduates June 13 from 

South Eugene High School, French 

Immersion International High School. He 

will attend OSU in Corvallis in the Fall 

and plans to study Zoology. 

 
Fatima Gassama graduated from 

Boston University with a Masters of 

Music degree on May 20. She is pursing 

a Doctoral Degree in the near future. 

 
Mariela German Hernandez will 

graduate from Lane Community 

College on Saturday, June 17 with a 

degree in Early Childhood 

Education. Her future plan is to be a 

teacher. 

 
Hunter Ignatius, graduating from South, 

June 13, going to U of O in the fall, pre-

health care. 

 
Kenji Ignatius, graduating 8th grade 

from Spencer Butte Middle in June, 

attending South in the fall. 
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Clarissa Johnson graduated from 

Mills College with a bachelor degree 

in English. Fae will continue to live in 

the Bay Area for now.  

 
Jack Strother-Blood will graduate from 

the University of Oregon Cum Laude 

with an Accounting Major and a Music 

Minor. He was a member of the UO 

Chamber Choir and On the Rocks for 

multiple years. Jack has been accepted 

into the UO School of Accounting 

Master of Accounting Degree Program 2017-18. 

 
Arielle Marie Ward is graduating June 13 

from South Eugene High School. She will 

be attending Berklee School of Music in 

Boston on a composition/songwriting 

scholarship.  Her dream is to write and 

sing music. 

 
Jessica Wise is graduating from Oregon State University 

on June 17 with a double degree of Bio-health Science/Pre 

Pharmacy Major and Education Major BS and a Minor in 

French.  She has been doing her student teaching this year 

at Corvallis High School and is looking forward to a career 

as a high school chemistry teacher. 

Gratitude beyond gratitude for 
Fr. Bingham’s daily presence, 
love and support for weeks on 
end; and to the entire St. Mary’s 
community for lifting us up 
through your continued prayers, 
love, visits, feeding of our bellies 
and souls, supporting our family 
and friends from afar, hands that 
knit our prayer shawls, and 
friendship during the most 
physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually trying 
times of our lives. This is the most beautiful example of 
God’s love through community. We are forever grateful to 
be a part of it and feel so very blessed. 

 

 - Chris and Allison Page 

Allison’s Prayer Shawl.  
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A Look Back at our Cambodian Refugee Family 

Presently our church, as a member 

of the Refugee Resettlement 

Coalition of Lane County, is 

supporting the hosting of a Syrian 

refugee family.  Now, let’s roll our 

time clock back to the 1970’s: the 

Vietnam War and consequent 

refugees from both Vietnam and 

Cambodia. According to the 

October 1975 vestry meeting 

records our Rector, Fr. Alvord, 

approached our vestry with the 

idea of the possibility of 

sponsoring a Cambodian family. 

Fr. Alvord did an informal survey, 

to see if our parish was receptive to such an idea, since, if 

our parish decided to fully sponsor a family, it will be quite a 

responsibility, monthly expense, board and room. By the 

December 1975 vestry meeting we had 102 contributions. 

Consequently, the vestry decided that our parish would take 

on the responsibility to sponsor a Cambodian family. 

 

Those days the wheels turned much faster. By the end of 

December 1975 Fr. Alvord reported that a family was 

located, a father with three sons, and they were scheduled to 

arrive January 11, 1976. That did not give us too much time 

to get everything ready. The whole parish got in motion. The 

King and Cowan families lead the way.  Sure enough Mr. 

Pou with his three sons arrived in Eugene right on schedule. 

The Pou family moved in 3653 West 18th Ave,  Apt.#2. The 

boys were: Sovachana (19) Sothirak (18) Sovedak (17). 

 

The Pou family was adopted by our parish and they adopted 

us.  They were members of our church, not just in word, but 

action, too. It was pleasing to see that every Sunday, at the 

10 o’clock service, the Pou family was seated in the first row 

and with the rest of us, received Holy Communion. 

 

In May 1976 in cooperation with other churches in Eugene 

area, we organized a Cambodian New Year celebration. 

Later months in the Berktold Hall the local Cambodian 

families arranged for an authentic Cambodian wedding for 

Sovedak and his bride and the Pou family invited the whole 

parish. (The food was out of this world!) 

 

While in Eugene the boys, since they spoke reasonable good 

English, started schooling: high school – LCC – OSU. By 

the beginning of 1980’s they were all independent. Mr. Pou 

volunteered for the Secretariat General of the Cambodian 

Nationalist Office.  After attending LCC, Sovachana got into 

restaurant management and soon was managing a Sambo 

restaurant in Portland and later in Eugene, too. Sothirak 

graduated as an Electrical Engineer from OSU. Sovedak 

worked as Sovachana’s assistant. Sovachana and Sothirak 

now live in Cambodia. 

 

1982 one of Mr. Pou’s sons, Sovitj, came to Eugene to get 

his PhD in organic chemistry at University of Oregon and 

lived with us. Presently Sovitj lives in Portland.  Later on 

Mr. Pou became a Buddhist monk.  Mr. Pou had the 

training, since in the old days it was the custom in 

Cambodia that the oldest son in the family had to have 

training in Buddhism and be a monk for a time. He also 

studied meditation under S. N. Goenka and when the 

regime changed in Cambodia he went back and started a 

school in meditation. Mr. Pou spent his last years in Phnom 

Penh teaching meditation and living in a pagoda. Mr. Pou 

died, by natural causes, December 2016, in his pagoda with 

all his family around him. At this time I would like to 

convey their heartfelt thanks to the whole parish. My family 

also gives thanks to our parish for giving us the chance to 

let us know the Pou family.  

 

-Submitted by Sandor Nagygyor 

Pou Tong Hao 
(Mr. Pou) 

1916-2016 

What story will we be telling 40 years from now?  

Read more about our current refugee work in the 

Outreach section on page 10 and 11.  
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A Treasure Chest of  Parables  
St. Mary’s Vacation Bible Camp 
July 31 to August 4  
  
All children love stories, and none are so important as those 
told by Jesus to his followers.  Children who are versed on 
them from an early age will learn balance, and that actions 
have consequences. This year your children will explore the 
parables of Jesus Christ from the Bible, learning how simple, 
yet extremely powerful, compelling and relevant to our 
modern lives these stories can be.   
 
The registration form may be found on the sign up table or 
online at www.saint-marys.org/kids-and-youth.  Please fill it 
out so we can get an accurate count of how many students 
we will be hosting for this fun filled week.  We will need a 
form for each student attending.  
 

Surfin’ Safari Dance, End of  the Year 
Brunch… and Welcome Summer! 
Sunday, June 11 
10:30 to 11:30 AM 
 
Wear your best surfing outfit and flip-flops to celebrate the 
end of the 2017 children and youth choirs, our Sunday 
school program, and our nursery.  We will review our 
successful, fun packed year as well as honor our teachers 
and volunteers that made our program possible.  All 
parishioners are invited to attend. Sign up outside the Guild 
Room or by choosing “Going” on the Facebook event page.   
 
 

Combined Summer Sunday School 
 
We start our Summer Sunday School schedule on June 18.  
All kindergarteners through 5th graders will be combined 
together to continue their religious education each Sunday.  
The 6th through 12th graders will stay in the church with 
their families for the sermon.   
 

Children, Youth, and Families News 

Sunday School Teacher Meeting and End of 
the Year Dinner 
Thursday, June 22 

5:00 to 7:00 PM 
Venue to be announced  

 
All of our 2016 – 2017 teachers are invited to an end of the 
year dinner and important meeting.  We so appreciate all 
your dedication and time spent with our Saint Mary’s 
children.   
 
 

Journey Fellowship Is Having a LOCK IN! 
6 PM Sunday, June 25 to 8 AM Monday, June 26 
6th to 12th Grade Students 
Emerald Lanes and St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
 
On Sunday June 25th at 6 o'clock we are meeting at Emerald 
Lanes for cosmic bowling. Bring $10 for the session and 
some extra money if you wish to eat there. After bowling we 
will head back to St. Mary's for more games, fellowship, 
snacks, scavenger hunt, a movie and hopefully some sleep!  
Please email Sue Ann if your child would like to join us for 
this adventurous evening.   
 
 

Parking Lot SALE 
Saturday, August 19 
 
Mark your calendar and start saving those sale items! We 
have some on-site storage for items but save your couches, 
beds, and other large items until closer to the sale. 
Questions? Contact Christine Zeller Powell at 
cezeller@hotmail.com 

Nursery - Girl Power! 
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

ECW Presents 
 

NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
 

                         Hidden Figures 
 

   Three brilliant African-American women at  
NASA show us how strong women can fight 
injustice while helping to launch a man into space. 

       

Damascus Classroom 
Thursday, June 15 

6 PM to 7 PM - BYO Dinner 
Movie Starts Promptly at 7 PM 

 

All Are Welcome! 

2017 Women’s Retreat 
 
During the weekend of April 28-30, more than 40 women 
gathered at Grove Christian Camp on a beautiful wooded site 
near Dorena Lake south of Cottage Grove to share and 
celebrate around the topic of “Walking with Grace.”  
 
From Friday afternoon until noon on Sunday, we experienced 
a deeper fellowship with each other as we responded to 
presentations given by Cammie Bella, spiritual director and 
member of The Church of the Good Samaritan, Corvallis.  
 
The Women’s Retreat has become a yearly tradition at St. 
Mary’s and draws women of all ages.  We have gathered at 
several locations and Grove Camp has been our site for the 
past two years.  
 
Women from various ministry groups contributed to the 
weekend’s program of worship and fellowship: 
Spirited Women lead our Friday evening 
worship; the Rev. Christine Marie and the 
younger women of the parish designed and 
presented an anointing and healing service on 
Saturday evening; on Sunday morning the 
women of the Circle Service led us in worship 
and Eucharist. The beauty of the services as 
well as the deep and holy atmosphere brought 
us all closer together as we shared our joys, 
sorrows and love for one another.  Deacons 
Nancy Crawford and Nancy Muhlheim worked 
with Katharine Hunt and Carolyn Williams to 
plan the retreat.  Cammie Bella facilitated the 
retreat by presenting talks and inviting 
discussion on various aspects of finding grace 
in ourselves, in our lives, and in the world.   
 

Eating meals together, enjoying 
snacks and happy hour, campfires 
on both Friday and Saturday 
nights, sleeping in small cabins 
nestled in the trees, long walks 
and adventurous hiking, laughing, 
crying, finding ways to enter into 
deeper conversation, and find 
forgiveness of ourselves and 
others led to a full and blessed 
experience. 

 
Plans are being made for the 2018 Women’s Retreat.  Stay 
tuned for details.  All women and older teens are welcome. 
Partial scholarships are available through St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church Women. Our annual Advent Fair ECW sale helps to 
pay for the retreat.  

Church Women United (CWU) 
Strawberry Shortcake, Cream on Top 
Friday, June 2     Church of the Resurrection 
 
We get to enjoy our traditional strawberry treat.  What’s 
the “Cream on Top?” Our speaker, Laurie Trieger. She 
led paid sick leave through the legislature, ensuring that 
farm workers and others were included. Regional outreach 
director of Family Forward, Ms. Trieger will bring us up-to
-date on how the state legislature has treated the Paid 
Family and Medical Leave Insurance (FAMLI) bill, what 
has been done to expand day care, and the progress on 
reforming group homes. Bring a friend or two. This is an 
event not to be missed.  
 
Tuesday, June 6  Breakfast at Brails, 1983 Willamette St 
7:30AM     A Look Back at our June Forum 

Christian Grove 

Camp is bordered 

by the Row River 

on the north. It’s 

beautiful setting 

for our annual 

women’s retreat. 

 
 (pronunciation 
tip: “row” rhymes 
with “cow”) 
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Outreach 

Family Night Shelter dinners to be hosted by ministries 
 
St. Mary’s will once again welcome homeless families as part 
of St Vincent de Paul’s Family Night Shelter program. We’ll 
host 13 dinners (September 5-17). Each ministry is invited 
to host a dinner. There is a signup sheet outside the Guild 
Room. Questions? Ask Ty Zeller or Flossie Barnhart, dinner 
co-supervisors.  
 
St. Mary’s Refugee Committee 
Throw in the Towel and More for Refugees 
Sunday June 18 
 
The St. Mary’s Refugee Committee invites you to take part 
in this Refugee Resettlement Coalition of Lane County 
project (RRCLC).  Our committee, which includes some 
great cooks, will be hosting coffee hour after each service on 
June 18th. There will be information available about RRCLC 
and the plight of refugees around the world. 
 
We will be collecting new bath towels, other bucket items 
and/or funds at that time for the RRCLC Relief Kit project.   
 
What Can One Person Do? 
 
What can one person do? -- A lot!  You can bring help and 
hope to a refugee family overseas by making or helping to 
fill a relief kit bucket. Relief kits remind refugee families that 
someone cares. 
 
RRCLC is working through the Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC), who partners with Caritas (the 
worldwide relief agency of the Catholic Church). MCC will 
ship more than 12,000 relief kits to the Middle East this 
year, many to families in Syrian refugee camps. MCC will 
charge no shipping fees to the RRCLC, although donations 
for shipping costs are always welcomed. The St. Mary’s 
Refugee Committee is collecting items for kits.  
 
A relief kit costs approximately $25-$30 to complete. Kit 
supplies and financial donations are also appreciated. Checks 
should be made to St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, with “for 
relief kits” on the memo line. 
 
What should I pack into a Relief Kit? We will have a 
bucket available on June 18 for you to help fill during coffee 
hour.   
 
    All items should be new, please 
    4 bath towels (medium weight, dark or bright colors) 
    4 adult size toothbrushes 
    4 large bars bath soap 
    2 wide-tooth combs (6-8 inches) 
    1 box bandaids (minimum 40 count, assorted sizes) 

    1 fingernail clipper (good quality) 
    1 package sanitary pads (18-24 count, thin maxi) 
    1 bottle shampoo (13-24 oz; placed in resealable plastic 

bag) 
    4 large bars laundry soap (Fels Naptha, Sunlight, or Zote 

brands) 
 
United Nations World Refugee Day has been observed 
annually on June 20 since 2001 to honor the courage, 
strength, and determination of women, men, and children 
forced to flee their homeland under threat of persecution, 
conflict, and violence.  
 
Mark your calendars! The Refugee Resettlement Coalition of 
Lane County is teaming with the Unitarian Universalist 
Church in Eugene (UUCE) to celebrate World Refugee Day 
on Tuesday, June 20. The event will take place at the UUCE 
(1685 West 13th Ave in Eugene) 5:30-8:30 PM. 
 
There will be live music, food carts, information tables, and a 
talk by Dr. Kristen Yarris followed by a question-and-answer 
panel discussion on refugees.  St. Mary’s Refugee Committee 
will be delivering Relief Kit items and funds designated for 
this project along with our filled buckets to this event.  For 
more information about this community event contact either 
Christine Zeller-Powell or Katharine Hunt.  
 
Local Partnerships for Addressing Your Carbon 
Footprint 
 
If you have ever worried about your “carbon footprint” or 
wanted to support local ecological restoration, the new 
partnerships developed by St. Mary’s Earth Stewards will 
enable you to make a difference.  
 
St. Mary’s Earth Stewards have previously provided education 
and encouragement around carbon offsets as one way to be 
stewards of God’s Creation, especially as it pertains to climate 
change. Carbon offsets are when an individual funds the 
implementation of an activity that leads to the sequestration/
storage of atmospheric carbon to offset their lifestyle choices 
which release carbon into the atmosphere.  
 
Recently, Earth Stewards decided to look into local options 
for counterbalancing carbon outputs, and began working with 
local organizations to develop the necessary relationships. We 
agreed that the Long Tom Watershed Council (LTWC) and 
McKenzie River Trust (MRT) would be the two most 
appropriate organizations (due to geographic overlap, 
mission, efficacy, capacity, etc.). As a result of these 
relationships, the Faith Community-Long Tom Carbon 
Planting Fund and a similar fund at the McKenzie River 
Trust, were created and will support activities and materials 
for planting, plant establishment (maintenance of plantings), 



With each passing year,  

I feel ever more called to be here 

working alongside you.  
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This past month, we said goodbye to Brad+, our assistant 
priest. From the start of his ministry at St. Mary's to the 
end, Brad has reminded us of the importance of the 
community of St. Mary’s. For example, at his ordination, 
he did not want the service to be about him, but about 
the whole community. One of the ways he did this was in 
his choice of preacher. He did not ask a priest who had 
helped raise him up. Instead, he asked me, a priest just 
starting to get to know him, but who knew St. Mary’s 
well. It forced me to take a wider view instead of focusing 
on Brad. For his going away, Brad did not want to preach 
his final Sunday and make it a “Brad Day.” And his final 
sermon a few weeks earlier was as much about St. Mary’s 
as it was about him and his departure. For his going away 
party, Brad put together a slideshow about the 
community, showing St. Mary’s in action: worshipping, 
serving, and growing in faith together.  
 
A priest’s role in a church is never about himself or 

herself, but always about helping 
build up the Body of 

Christ, equipping the 
saints for ministry, as 
St. Paul puts it in his 
letter to the Ephesians. 

This month, I celebrate 
my tenth anniversary of 

ministry at St. Mary’s. I can 
tell you that the work of priesthood is 

absolutely about the community. I am so blessed that the 
community in which I get to serve is St. Mary’s; I cannot 
imagine a better fit for me as a priest. With each passing 
year, I feel ever more called to be here working alongside 
you. I recently read an article called “Staying Put: A Look 
at the First Ten Years of Ministry”1 from the Alban 
Institute, the premier ecumenical institution of 
congregational studies. Though the parallels in any 
particular year may not precisely match my ministry, the 
article fairly accurately reflects my experience in ministry. 
My favorite part of the article was the final sentence 
describing year ten: “Now is the time your ministry 
begins.” A couple of weeks before I read this article, our 
Rector Emeritus, Ted Berktold, had told me the same 
thing: his ministry really began in year ten. I have so 
enjoyed my first decade of ministry with you and am even 
more excited as we start this second decade together. I 
am excited for my ministry to begin!  
 

Bingham+ 
 
1https://alban.org/archive/staying-put-a-look-at-the-first-10-

years-of-ministry/  

Rector’s Closing Thoughts Outreach continued 

 

and plant conservation in the Long Tom Watershed 
Council’s service area and provide much needed local match 
funding for the council’s important work in the watershed. 
Trees, shrubs, and other plants have the ability to absorb and 
store carbon from the atmosphere. Planting and maintaining 
trees serves to address concerns for many people about their 
carbon footprint.* Both organizations are setting up pages on 
their websites dedicated to these funds, which allow St. 
Mary’s and other faith community members to donate to 
these funds. We will also have donation slips with the 
organizations mailing addresses available at St. Mary’s as well.  
 
There are numerous ways to calculate carbon impacts 
depending upon your assumptions and what you value. The 
Nature Conservancy, the World Wildlife Fund, and others 
have calculators that may be of help in determining your 
carbon footprint. Additionally, many estimates exist on the 
amount of carbon that an individual tree can absorb. A tree 
may absorb up to 48 pounds of carbon per year, reaching a 
ton over 40 years. The exact amount of carbon absorbed and 
sequestered varies based on plant species, age, and several 
other factors. LTWC and MRT plant a diverse variety of 
native tree and shrub species. The average cost of the 
planting and establishment of a tree or shrub is 
approximately $4 per plant. 
  
Several airlines’ and the International Civil Aviation 
Organization’s estimates for carbon emissions from round 
trip air travel between Portland, OR and New York, NY, 
range from 1159 to 1955 pounds of carbon. Given these 
estimates and calculations, one may wish to enable the 
planting of three to five trees to address their carbon impacts 
from that trip. This traveler or one making a similar trip, may 
choose to donate $12-20 to one of the Faith Community- 
Carbon Planting Funds for a cross-country trip. 
 
If you calculated your annual carbon footprint to be 43 tons 
of carbon released per year, you may wish to sponsor the 
planting of 43-53 trees. You may wish to donate $172-212 to 
one of the Faith Community- Carbon Planting Funds for 
your annual carbon contributions. 
 
The Earth Stewards are planning a kick-off event for this 
project over the summer. Stay tuned for more information. 
 
Feel free to contact Liz Vollmer-Buhl, or Betsy Halpern, with 
any questions.  
 
*These local grassroots partnerships are not regulated by, nor 
participating in the international Verified Carbon Standard 
program or any other certified program. 

http://www.nature.org/greenliving/carboncalculator/
http://www.nature.org/greenliving/carboncalculator/
http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/
http://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/CarbonOffset/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/CarbonOffset/Pages/default.aspx
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ALL ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT ST MARY’S, NO MATTER WHAT AGE, ETHNICITY OR RACE, GENDER, 

SEXUAL ORIENTATION, OR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 

THE  BELLRINGER  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pentecost is June 4 
Join us to celebrate the Church’s birthday.  

 

 

Wear red (or yellow, or orange, or any color of  the 

flame) to symbolize the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

9:30 AM service will include music by our Cherub, 

Joyful Noise, and Intergenerational Choirs. 

11:00 AM service will be a Solemn High Eucharist. 


