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An Evening at St. Mary’s  
& Family Fun Night  

present 
 

A Cinco de Mayo Celebration 
Tuesday, May 2nd  

(Yes, May 2nd!) 
 

5:30 PM Social Time - Adults gather in the Guild Room 
for drinks and nibbles (BYOB) while kids 
gather downstairs for a chance to learn a 
Mexican dance. 

6:00 PM  Dinner (You do not want to miss this 
authentic from-scratch meal) 

6:30 PM Dancing by Ballet Folklórico 
6:45 PM Piñata 

 
Please join us for this kid-friendly event!  

 
Sign up at church or call us and ask us to sign you up! 
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How We Live 
Sharon L. Rodgers, Liturgist 

 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad 

in it.  
Psalm 118:24 

 
     “We do not remember days, we remember moments,” wrote 
Cesare Pavese.  It’s true.  I remember so well the morning my dad 
awakened me early while we were on vacation in Miami Beach, 
wrapped me in a blanket and carried me down to the patio 
overlooking the ocean, where he sat behind me in a chair as I watched 
my first sunrise over the sea.  I remember everything about the 
moment: the sun itself appearing over the water, the breeze on my 
face, my father’s arms around me close, keeping me warm.  That was 
nearly sixty-four years agoand I remember it like it was yesterday.  
Of course, to remember moments we need to be fully present in 
them.  At six it never occurred to me to be otherwise.  Nowadays it’s 
harder. 
  
     Which reminds me of the first assignment in a chemistry textbook 
from which I taught early in my career.  Students were to go home 
and make as many observations as they could about a burning candle.  
Many thought it a rather silly idea until I pointed out that the sample 
response provided by the authors contained over fifty separate facts 
about a burning candle.  I tried it myself of course, and didn’t realize 
then, as I do now nearly a half century later, how wonderfully 
meditative such an exercise can be.  Staring at something as familiar 
and seemingly simple as a burning candle while noting every nuance 
of the candle itself, the colors and behavior of the flame, how it 
moves and flickers, of necessity shuts out everything else.  We need 
ways to do that.  The textbook’s authors intended this exercise to be a 
way for students to improve their skills at observation before going 
into the lab and carrying out what the students considered to be “real” 
experiments.  But being truly observant is a wonderful skill to have in 
all areas of life.  Studying a flower that has just bloomed, the 
intricacies of a painting, the way water cascades over rocks in a 
stream, the beauty of port wine in a silver chalice, all have the 
potential of bringing us closer to the Creator of it all.  In this Easter 
season, as we celebrate the triumph of life over death, let us take time 
to savor all that makes life so special.  That includes taking time to 
focus on the people we love and identifying why they mean so much 
to us.  Neither people nor experiences are meant to be taken for 
granted, after all.  How sad it is to miss the hummingbird hovering 
outside our window because we’re staring at one of our screens.  How 
foolish to bury the moments worth remembering today in the 
busyness of planning for tomorrow.   Today is the only day we know 
for sure we have; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

1300 Pearl Street Eugene, Oregon 97401 
Church Office 541-343-9253 

 
Web Page:  www.saint-marys.org 

“Like” us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
st.marys.eugene 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

 9 AM to 5 PM,  Monday - Friday 

 
CLERGY 

The Rev. Bingham Powell, Rector 
The Rev. Brad Toebben, Assistant Priest 

The Rev. Christine Marie, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Nancy Crawford, Deacon 

The Rev. Tom English, Deacon 
The Rev. Nancy Muhlheim, Deacon 

The Rev. Ann Rose, Deacon 
The Rev. Theodore Berktold, Rector Emeritus 

 
MUSIC 

Maria Dossin, Music Director, Organist 
Tom Trent, Liturgical Choir Director 

Paula Ward, Children & Youth Music Director 
Loren and Tom Mohler, Circle Service Musicians 
Christine Zeller-Powell, Spanish Service Pianist 

Harold Owen, Liturgical Choir Director Emeritus 

 
OFFICE 

Louise Fortuna, Office and Building Manager and  
Bellringer Editor 

Email: louise@saint-marys.org 
Lana Johnson, Finance and Records Manager 

Email: lana@saint-marys.org 
Judy Alison, Program Support Team Assistant 

Email: judy@saint-marys.org 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND  
YOUNG ADULTS 

Glenda Jeter, Nursery Coordinator & Care Giver  
Taylor Cabrera, Nursery Care Giver 

Sue Ann Hinman, Sunday School Director 
The Rev. Doug Hale, Campus Chaplain 

 
VESTRY 

Jesse Williams, Senior Warden 
Lisa Kovacevic, Junior Warden 

Pam Birrell 
Eric DeFreest 
Sarah Epplin 

Dena Putnam Gilchrist 
Mike Ignatius 

Hillary Kittleson 
Brian McMurray 

Chris Spinks 
Nicole Smithweiland 

Rose Thomas 
 

Tamara Bressi, Clerk 
Ron Scharfer, Treasurer 

The church office will be closed on Monday, May 29 in observance 
of Memorial Day. We will be back to our regular 9-5 hours on Tuesday.  
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St. Mary’s Widows’ Group  
 

The widows will meet 
Thursday May 11 at 1:30 PM at Ruth Lill's Home. 

The Rev. Chrisitine Marie will be our guest. 
Call Helga 541-343-0228 for more information. 

 
Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in 
books alone but in every leaf in springtime. 

-Martin Luther 
 

++++++++++++++++++++  
 

Spirited Women 
Thursday, May 11 at 6:30 PM 

 
All women of St. Mary’s are invited to join this 

monthly gathering. This month, Gloria will lead the 
group on the subject of “Purpose.” 

 

++++++++++++++++++++  
 

No Brainer Meeting 
 

If you are in your 20s, 30s, or 40s, you are welcome to 
join in this low-key fellowship opportunity.   

 
To learn about the May meeting details, contact 
Megan Lintner at meganlintner46@gmail.com. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++  

 
Yoga  

 
Interested in doing a little Yoga? We now have three 
yoga groups: 
 
Monday Morning at 9:15 AM 
Thursday Morning at 7:30 AM 
Thursday Morning at 9:30 AM 
 
Contact either Kim Davaz or Donna Brown, or show 

up at the appointed time. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++  
 

More Happenings on Page 4. 

Happenings Worship 

Ascension Day 
Thursday, May 25  

 

Join us for an area-wide Ascension Day service on Thursday, 
May 25 at 6 PM at St. Matthew 4110 River Road, Eugene.  
A simple supper will follow the service.  

Service - May 29 
 

A service of remembrance will be held on Monday, May 
29th, at 9:30 AM to remember  those who are inurned in 
the columbarium at St. Mary’s.  In light of the meaning 
and purpose of Memorial Day, it is also fitting that we 
will honor those who gave their all in service to our 
country.  
 
The Daily Office of Morning Prayer will be led by 
Deacon Nancy Crawford.  At the appropriate time, all 
will be invited to gather at the columbarium niches and 
to light a candle for those we recollect with love. 
 
This Memorial Day we especially remember those 
inurned over the past year: Daphne DeFreest, Peter 
Bergquist, and Emily Bergquist. 

Weekly Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays 
Eucharist at 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM, and 1:30 PM (en español) 
 

Mondays 
Morning Prayer at 8:30 AM 
 

Tuesdays 
Morning Prayer at 8:30 AM 
 

Wednesdays 
Eucharist at 9:30 AM 
 

Thursdays 
Centering Prayer at 8:00 AM 
 

Fridays 
Morning Prayer at 8:30 AM 
 

Saturdays 
Contemplative Prayer at 2:45 PM on 3rd Saturdays 
Circle Eucharist at 5:00 PM 

Worship at  

St. Mary’s  

7 days a week! 
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Sanctuary 

Sanctuary…a new formation offering at St. Mary’s 

 
Sanctuary is a very familiar word these days. At the heart of 
its varied meanings and concepts is a very safe and sacred 
place.  We use it to speak of the room we gather in to 
worship.  More particularly some use “sanctuary” to refer 
to the area around the Eucharistic table. In contemporary 
America it refers to cities of safety.  All of these 
understandings speak to its truth of a place where the 
Sacred abides.  
 
This Easter we will begin an endeavor to recognize and 
reflect on our own woundedness, allowing us to embark on 
a new path to that sanctuary – the ground of the Sacred. 
The sessions will be interactive including teaching, music, 
group discussion, journaling and various exercises. The 
dying-rising experience of Easter provides the perfect 
sanctuary to hold this healing process. 
 
We will convene at St. Mary’s on Sunday afternoons from 4
-5:30 PM on April 23rd, May 7th, May 21st, and June 4th. 
Small groups will meet during the intervening weeks at a 
time decided by the group. 
 
Please register outside the Guild Room. 
 
Brad Toebben+, Christine Marie+, and Dan Martin will be 
facilitating. 

Do you remember your first visit to St. Mary's? Do you know when St. Mary's was first established? Any idea when the 
first Saturday Breakfast was served at St. Mary's? 
 
We need your input! Join Bingham+ and his congregational study team as they explore the history of St. Mary's, as told by its 
parishioners! This is part of a project for Bingham's+ Doctoral program. 
 
St. Mary's Through the Ages: Our Timeline-- Saturday and Sunday May 6 and 7, during coffee hour after all the Sunday 
services. Come add the date your family first attended St. Mary's along with all those other meaningful family moments at St. 
Mary's! Plus see what others have added! 
 
St. Mary's Through the Ages: Dinner and Conversation -- Thursday, May 18, 5:30 to 7 PM. Come for an evening of good food 
and sharing about the history of St. Mary's -- as you and others have lived it. Review the timeline created the weekend of May 6 
and 7. Tell your stories, hear the stories of others, and learn a little more about the history of our parish and how that history 
has been connected to our broader community. 

St. Mary’s Through the Ages 
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We need your input about the St. Mary's Children and 

Youth Program! 

 

St. Mary's Vestry is performing an evaluation of the 

current Children & Youth Program. We will be 

handing out paper surveys on Sunday May 7 during all 

the services. But if you're more of the online type of 

survey taker- we've got just the option for you! 

 

Follow this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

saintmaryschildren 

 

Complete the quick, simple survey, to give us feedback 

about our current Children & Youth Program. You 

only need to complete one survey- either online or in 

paper form.  

 

Thanks in advance for helping us get feedback from as 

many parishioners as possible! 

Remodel Update 

The first floor remodel steering committee, Louise 

Fortuna, Hillary Kittleson, and Terrie Scharfer, 

continue to work with Dustrud Architecture on the 

development of the initial design draft.   The most 

challenging and time consuming item so far has been 

the incorporation of the new, larger elevator which 

would extend into a portion of the current workroom.   

As the elevator needs to remain in its current location, 

the building structure and floor plan of the work room 

has been reworked several times.  The alternative now 

under consideration is to relocate the quilters closet into 

a new floor to ceiling closet in the Guild Room and 

making the existing closet into a space for the copy 

machine and other essential office equipment.   Both 

the quilters and Circle service have been approached for 

their input into this design.   With the addition a smaller 

table and chairs and repositioning of the remaining 

furniture, the functional square footage of the Guild 

Room would be approximately the same.  

 

Within the next couple of weeks, Dustrud hopes to 

have the placement of the elevator finalized so that the 

rest of the first floor options can be worked on. 

 

Please remember that you can always reach out to us 

with questions. The Steering Committee members are 

Terrie Scharfer, Project Manager 

(scharfer211@comcast.net); Hillary Kittleson, Vestry 

Liason (hillarykittleson@msn.com); and Louise 

Fortuna, Office and Building Manager (louise@saint-

marys.org). 

 

Submitted by Terrie Scharfer, Project Manager 

Vestry Request 

If you or one of your family members is 
graduating from middle school, high 
school or college please let us know 
so they can be acknowledged in our 
June/July Bellringer. Turn in the following 
information by May 15th to Louise Fortuna at 
the church office:  
♦ name of student; 
♦ name of school;  
♦ date of graduation;  
♦ future plans;  
♦ and, if possible, a small photo (via email or a copy* to be 
scanned).  
*The photo will be returned. 

Attention Graduates 



Calendar of St. Mary’s Events May 2017

Sun Mon Tue Wed

Key: 
CH = Church 
CR = Conference Room 
GR = Guild Room 
LB = Library 
BH = Berktold Hall (previously called the Parish Hall) 
PR = Piano Room 
Rooms with Biblical location names are 
classrooms and are located in the Sunday School 
wing. 

1 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (PH) 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm LOGOS: The Word (GR) 

2 Evening at St. Mary’s/Family Fun Night — 
Cinco de Mayo 

8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study 
(Damascus) 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
5:30 pm Cinco de Mayo Celebration (GR, 
Damascus, BH) 
7:00 pm Order of St. Luke (Chapel)  

3 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and 
anointing 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir (Church) 

7 UTO Ingathering 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Sunday School (8th-10th graders—J2A 
class—stay in church for sermon followed by a 15 
minute sermon check in over coffee and treats) 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist  
1:30 pm Spanish Eucharist & Blessing of Crosses 
for Holy Cross Day 
4:00 pm Sanctuary (BH) 
5:00 pm Joyful Noise Rehearsal (offsite - see Paula 
W) 

8 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (BH) 

9  
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study 
(Damascus) 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Vestry Meeting (CR) 

10 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and 
anointing 
 
5:30-8:00 pm Men’s Club (GR & BH 
Kitchen)  
 
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir (Church) 

14 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Sunday School (8th-10th graders—
J2A class—stay in church for sermon followed 
by a 15 minute sermon check in over coffee 
and treats) 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist  
1:30 pm Spanish Eucharist  
5:00 pm Joyful Noise Rehearsal (offsite - see 
Paula W) 

15 June/July Bellringer Deadline 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (PH) 

16 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:30 am - noon Altar Guild vestment 
inventory (GR) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study 
(Damascus) 
1-2 pm Personnel Committee meeting (CR) 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
7:00 pm Order of St. Luke (Chapel)  

17 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
anointing 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir (Church)

21 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Sunday School classes for Pre-k through 
7th grade 
10:15 to noon 8th-10th graders—J2A class—class 
and lunch in conference room 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Spanish Eucharist 
4:00 pm Sanctuary (BH) 
5:00 pm Joyful Noise Rehearsal (offsite - see Paula 
W) 

22 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (BH) 
12:00 pm Liturgical Arts Committee mtg 
(Damascus) 

23 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study 
(Damascus) 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 

24 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
anointing 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir (Church)

28 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Combined Sunday School for Pre-
K thru 3rd grade  
11:00 am Holy Eucharist  
1:30 pm Spanish Eucharist  
No Joyful Noise Rehearsal 

29 Memorial Day - Office Closed 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (BH) 
9:30 am Memorial Day Service (Chapel) 

30 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
 
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study 
(Damascus) 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 

31 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
anointing 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir (Church)



Calendar of St. Mary’s Events May 2017  

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir (Church)  

4 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
6:00 pm ECW Night at the Movies—
Brooklyn (Damascus) BYO dinner at 6; 
movie starts at 7 

5 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  

6 
9:45 am Altar Guild Meeting (GR) 
 
 

5:00 pm Circle Service  

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and 

8:00 pm Men’s Club (GR & BH 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir (Church)  

11 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
6:30 pm Spirited Women (Damascus) 

12 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  

13 
9:30 am Saturday Breakfast (Berktold Hall) 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir (Church) 

18 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
5:30-7:00 pm St. Mary’s Through the Ages: 
Dinner and Conversation (BH) 

19 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
9:30 am Group Supervision/Spiritual 
Direction (Damascus) 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  

20 
All Day Safe Church Training (Berktold 
Hall) 
 
 
1:30-3:00 pm Contemplative Prayer (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir (Church) 

25 Ascension Day 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
6:00 pm Area-Wide Ascension Day service 
(at St. Matthew’s) 

26 
8:30 am Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  

27 
9:30 am Saturday Breakfast (Berktold Hall) 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir (Church) 
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Family Fun Night 
A Cinco de Mayo Celebration 

Tuesday, May 2 
 
5:30 PM Social Time - Adults gather in the Guild 
Room for drinks and nibbles (BYOB) while kids 
gather downstairs for a chance to learn a Mexican 
dance. 
6:00 PM  Dinner (You do not want to miss this 
authentic from-scratch meal) 
6:30 PM Dancing by Ballet Folklórico 
6:45 PM Piñata 
 
Come celebrate Cinco de Mayo (yes, on May 2) with 
your fellow St. Mary’s families. Enjoy an evening of 
good food and entertainment, which includes a 
piñata for the kids and dancing by Ballet Folklorico.  
The sign up sheet is in the narthex.   

 

 
St. Mary’s Vacation Bible Camp 
July 31 to August 4   
 
This year’s camp will prove to be a week of immersing your 
children into a vibrant culture where they discover God’s 
good gifts for us all.  Mark your calendar for an exciting 
week for children age 3 through 5th grade graduates.  Under 
age 3 welcome with a responsible helper.  Look for 
registration information at the beginning of June.   

 
 

Surfin’ Safari Dance, End of the Year 
Brunch… and Welcome Summer! 
Sunday, June 11 
10:30 to 11:30 AM 
 

Wear your best surfing outfit and flip-flops to celebrate the 
end of the 2017 Youth Choirs, our Sunday school program, 
and our Nursery.  We will review our successful, fun packed 
year as well as honor our teachers and volunteers that made 
our program possible.  All parishioners are invited to attend. 
Sign up at the table outside the Guild Room.   
 
 

Memorial Day Weekend 
Sunday May 28 
Combined Sunday School  
 

Memorial Day Weekend there will be one combined Sunday 
school class for all children 3rd grade and younger.  All older 
youth will stay in the church for the sermon.  
Thank You Easter Egg Fillers! 

Children, Youth, and Families News 

 
What a wonderful Easter Egg Hunt we had for over 50 
children because of the people behind the scenes that filled 
over 750 plastic eggs!  And, we aren’t sure which “bunny” 
put some money in their eggs but what a terrific addition this 
was for our older children as they hunted for their eggs.  
Thank you to all who contributed to this activity.   
 
 
J2A May Meeting Schedule 
 

Sunday, May 7 – Sermon and short class 
Sunday, May 14 – Sermon and short class – Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 21 – Full class 10:15 to 12:00 
Sunday, May 28 – NO class Memorial Day Weekend 

Nursery children enjoy snack time! 

Over 50 kids participated in this 
year’s Easter Egg Hunts! Thank 
you to everyone who made our 2nd 
Annual Easter Egg Hunts such a 
success!  

Sue Ann, our Sunday 
School Director, ready 
with extra baskets! 
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

United Thank Offering 
Ingathering on May 7 
 
Do you have a "little blue box" at home 
in which to drop a few coins each day to 
give thanks for your blessings? 
 
These "little blue boxes" are on table in the narthex at St. 
Mary's and your offering of gratitude will be gathered in at 
all services on Sunday, May 7, during the Annual United 
Thank Offering Ingathering at St. Mary's. 
 
If you have been filling your box all year you can bring it 
then, or please consider putting cash or a check in the blue 
envelope that will be in your bulletin that day.  
 
The United Thank Offering of the women of the church is 
over 125 years old and has collected and given away more 
than $140 million through nearly 6,000 grants.  The grants 
have built or helped build or renovate buildings, purchased 
403 vehicles, 2 airplanes, 6 boats, 1 ambulance and a forklift, 
all to support ministry; additionally, countless ministry 
programs and positions including those to support 
missionaries, refugees and migration ministries have received 
UTO monies.  Every diocese has received at least one UTO 
Grant and every diocese can apply for a grant each year. 
Your thankful contributions make a difference every year. 
 
Gratefulness is an everyday practice for most of us.  We give 
thanks at meals, in our interchanges with those we love, and 
in our prayers. Add UTO to your gratefulness practices if 
you haven't already.  And please give to the United Thank 
Offering again, or for the first time, on May 7.  

ECW Presents 
 

NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
 

                       Brooklyn 
 

      Eilis Lacey, a young Irish immigrant, 
navigates life in 1950s Brooklyn from her initial 

homesickness to romance on both sides of the ocean.  
2015 Oscar nominated for Best Picture & Best Actress. 

 

Damascus Classroom 
Thursday, May 4 

6 PM to 7 PM - BYO Dinner 
Movie Starts Promptly at 7 PM 

 

All Are Welcome! 

Church Women United (CWU) 
 

MAY CELEBRATION: 
KINDLING NEW FIRES OF LOVE 
 
Saturday, May 6, First United Methodist Church 
11:30 AM Luncheon - salad, beverage, and dessert 
 
Please join us for a wonderful celebration of Spring and all 
that we can be thankful for.  We are blessed to have Mayor 
Lucy Vinnis as our speaker for the event.  Buy your tickets 
early ($8 each); this will be a very popular event.  Contact St. 
Mary’s CWU representative Katharine Hunt at 541-607-0106 
for more details. 
 

Bring two or three friends and start your own table. The 
event includes a brief worship service and a time for Q & A 
with the mayor. 

Seeking Wellness: 
Keep It Simple Sister 

 

Diocesan Episcopal Church 
Women's Spirituality Day 

2017 
St. Paul's Episcopal, Salem 

 Saturday, May 20 
 
 

Join women from around the Diocese for a full day of 
workshops, worship and fellowship hosted by the women of 
St. Paul's. A luncheon and a marketplace are also part of the 
day's activities. 
 

Cost is $25 which includes lunch and snacks. 
 

Keynote speaker Elaine Sanchez will speak on "Spirituality as 
it Pertains to Loss."  Elaine is a noted author and speaker. 
She is the co-founder of CaregiverHelp.com.  Her book 
Letters from Madelyn: Chronicles of a Caregiver is available from 
Amazon and at Barnes and Noble.   
 

Registration forms are posted on the St. Mary's Bulletin 
Board by the alley door.  Pre-registration is required and 
must be mailed with your check to DECW Treasurer Char 
McCreight.  Her address is on the registration form. Deadline 
to guarantee a place and lunch is May 10th. 
 

Questions?  Deacons Nancy Crawford and Nancy Muhlheim 
and DECW Board member Katharine Hunt are available to 
answers questions or call St. Paul's ECW member Elizabeth 
Loring in Salem (503-364-4379). 

tel:(503)%20364-4379
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Outreach 

St. Mary’s Outreach Ministry Council 
 
The Outreach Ministry Council met on Sunday, April 23.   
We discussed the council and its vision for the future.  
Thank you for joining the council and exploring future 
possibilities of outreach ministry.  Watch the bulletin board 
for future ideas. 
 
St. Mary’s Refugee Committee and the Refugee 
Resettlement Coalition of Lane County 
 
The Refugee Resettlement Coalition of Lane County is 
increasing its work on advocacy and community education. 
Also, a celebration for World Refugee Day (June 20) is being 
planned. More details to come! If you are interested in 
volunteering with the Coalition, please visit http://
www.ccslc.org/volunteer-with-the-refugee-program/ 
 
The St. Mary’s Refugee Committee will be having a meeting 
on May 15 at 4 PM.  We will be discussing how we can help 
to celebrate World Refugee Day.  For further information 
contact Katharine Hunt or Christine Zeller Powell. 
 
Books for Kids - St. Mary’s Outreach Project  
 
Numerous bags and boxes of 
books were collected quickly 
in a two week period at St. 
Mary’s. Thank you everyone 
who participated in this 
outreach project.  The 
students at Lane School will 
enjoy taking part in their 
book fair!  Emily Wood, a 
University of Oregon Family 
and Human Services student 
who is presently a Senior 
Intern at Lane School, is to be commended for reaching out 
and inviting us to take part in her senior project.   Thank 
you. 
 
That’s My Farmer 
 
It is that time of year when the farmers are busy signing 
people up for their Community Supported Agriculture Food 
Shares along with harvesting early crops and planting the 
next.  Please see the list of That’s My Farmer (TMF) 2017 
members on the Outreach bulletin board.  The That’s My 
Farmer Low Income Fund is being dispersed amongst the 
farmers so that they are able to provide food shares at a 
reduced rate for people who can least afford them.  Most of 
the money in the Low Income Fund was raised through a 
fundraiser dinner last fall as well as by donations received 
from the faith community members and others.  Thank you 

for supporting this faith community project.  The annual 
celebration will not be held this year.  In its place the TMF 
Committee hopes to host another fundraiser later in the 
summer.  If you are interested in learning more about That’s 
My Farmer please contact Katharine Hunt at 541-607-0106 or 
keehhunt@gmail.com.   
 
Spring Garden Ideas from Earth Stewards 
 
Now that spring is here and plants are leafing out, the insects 
are also waking up.  That means both the beneficial and 
harmful insects will be in your yard and garden, and the weeds 
have probably already started to grow!  Here are some ideas 
to help you manage your yard and protect the environment at 
the same time. 
 
First of all, please don’t use Roundup or other chemical 
herbicides or pesticides.  There are organic alternatives if that 
is the way you choose to deal with weeds and insect pests.  
Pesticides with pyrethrin (not pyrethroids) are made from the 
pyrethrum daisy and are a good alternative. 
 
Some other suggestions include: 

 pulling weeds as a meditative practice 

 mulching which traps moisture in the soil, helps slow the 
growth of weeds, and provides homes for beneficial 
insects (and reduces your lawn clippings in your yard 
waste bin) 

 keeping your plants healthy and watered as a deterrent to 
pests 

 planting companion plants such as marigolds, garlic and 
onions around other plants to ward off pests 

 planting your borders and raised beds densely which 
helps retain moisture, improves the soil and again 
provides homes for beneficial insects 

 
If you find that you still have weeds and pests in your yard, 
here are some other things to try. 

 using beer to attract slugs 

 pouring vinegar or boiling water on weeds, but beware, 
this also kills healthy plants, soil insects and worms, so 
use only in areas such as patios or driveways 

 spraying plants with water or a soap solution to get rid of 
insects such as aphids (1 part soap to 50 parts water) 

 

And here’s a final fun suggestion, especially for children.  
Beneficial insects need water and most get it from dew, which 
often is scarce in Oregon summers. You can make an “insect 
bath” for your garden.  Fill a shallow container such as a pie 
tin with rocks or large gravel.  Add enough water to cover 
most of the stones, leaving some exposed so the insects have 
a place to land.  Watch to see what lands in your insect bath. 
 

Have a fun, healthy summer and enjoy your yard. 
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For my doctoral studies this year, I get to do a study of St. 
Mary's. I am looking at the parish from a variety of lenses, one 
of which is history. We are exploring the history through a 
variety of methods. One of those is with an all-parish history 
activity coming up on May 6 and 7 following our regular 
services, with a follow-up dinner and conversation on May 18. 
More information is elsewhere in the Bellringer. Please join 
us! It will be a fun and informative way to learn more about 
St. Mary's and connect with each other. Another way we have 
been reviewing the history is by digging through the archives. 
One fun tidbit I discovered is that the first rector of St. Mary's 
went to seminary at the same school at which I am currently 
studying!  
 
One word that keeps popping up in my historical research is 
mission. We were a missionary church in a missionary diocese 
led by a missionary Bishop. Although the first priest went by 

the title rector and was here for a 
decade, many of our early 

clergy were instead called 
missionaries, sent here 
on brief one to two year 
assignments. Churches 

back east would raise 
money to send us things. For 

instance, in 1901, the Women's 
Auxiliary Society of St. Paul's Episcopal, Baltimore raised 
money and sent us a book of Epistles and Gospels for the 
priest to use in worship services.  
 
Yet, despite being the object of mission for others, the church 
was also engaged in mission. The very first year we were a 
bonafide church with a building and a name and started 
keeping some records (1859), we raised $5 to send off for 
"Foreign Mission." We were founded in mission and engaged 
in mission from the start. The mission has changed over the 
years. For a while, the mission became about founding what 
are now the four other Episcopal churches in the Eugene/
Springfield area. Although always an element of our mission, 
later in the 20th century, the mission became more about 
serving people in need: starting hospice ministry before the 
health care industry took that on, opening our building to 12-
step groups, feeding the hungry through food collections and 
then the Saturday Breakfast, housing the homeless in the 
Interfaith Family Shelter, and so much more. Mission is a 
part of our DNA as a parish and it remains a critical part of 
who we are. God continues to call us to engage in mission; we 
just have to open our ears and follow to where we are being 
called. 
 

Bingham+ 

Rector’s Closing Thoughts News of the Family 

Thank Yous 

Our Altar Guild for all the extra work they put into Holy 
Week and Easter services. We are grateful for their 
behind-the-scenes work.  
 
Greg Fitz-Gerald for his photo book documenting our 
celebration of 35 years of ministry by Ted and Penny 
Berktold and the renaming of the parish hall Berktold 
Hall in their honor.  
 
Deb Hardwick for her beautiful photos of Palm Sunday 
and Easter Day.  
 
Donna Brown for helping Lana mail the first quarter 
giving statements. 
 
Dick Zeller for oiling the wooden Stations of the Cross 
and the Mary statue in the sanctuary, and for helping 
Bingham remove graffiti from the sides of our building.  
 
Ben Bonner, Austin Walker, and Don Brown for 
helping with building maintenance. 

 

Received into the household of God through baptism: 
 
Elise Wright, Sebastian Moore, and Karen Houghton 
were baptized at the Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 15.  
 
Amanda Smith and her two children, Eibhlin and 
Odhran Smith, were baptized on Sunday, April 23. 
 

 

 
Congratulations to Skip McDonald for graduating from 
the Spiritual Direction (Hearts Expanding) program at 
the Queen of Angels Monastery at Mt. Angel put on by 
the Benedictine Sisters and Spiritual Directors 
International. Skip will join Hannah Dean and Pam 
Birrell as Spiritual Directors here at St. Mary’s.  
 
Congratulations goes to Arielle Marie Ward who won 
best arrangement for her song at the National A 
Cappella Finals in New York City. OCC is so proud of 
her!  Synergy was an awesome beacon of strength and 
showed emotional depth in their performances!  Thanks 
to all who helped them get to this life changing inspiring 
experience!  Music connects, heals and inspires us all! 
#ichsa. Rocks! 
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SEXUAL ORIENTATION, OR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 

THE  BELLRINGER  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

An Evening at St. Mary’s  & Family Fun Night  
present 

 

A Cinco de Mayo Celebration 
Tuesday, May 2nd 

(Yes, May 2nd!) 

at 5:30 PM 
 

Prepare for an evening of good food and entertainment, including 

a piñata and dancing by ballet folklórico!  
 

Enjoy an authentic Mexican meal.  
 

Please join us for this kid-friendly event!  
 

Sign up at church! 


