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Transform your faith,  
transform your life with  

Gratitude 
See the Rector’s Closing Thoughts, page 11. 

The healing power of  feeding and 
being fed. Read about  

Meals in Motion  
page 5. 

Pets and Stuffies 
We celebrate the Feast of  St. Francis October 7 
See page 3. 

Family Field Trip 
Join us at the Pumpkin Patch! 
See page 8. 

Faith & Science  
 Our Adult Ed “Faith &” series concludes October 7 

See page 4 

Goblins, witches, ghosts, & St. Mary’s families 

All Hallows Eve-ning at St. Mary’s 
Details on pages 3 & 8. 



How We Live 
Sharon L. Rodgers, Liturgist 

 

Bless the lands and waters, and multiply the harvests of the world p. 828, BCP 

 
By the time you read this it will be harvest time in the northern 
hemisphere. The exact dates depend on location and the crop involved, 
but fall is harvest time. While I did not grow up in an agricultural 
community, I’ve read enough to understand that when the crop is ready 
to be brought in there can be no delay. The in-gathering has to happen 
before rain causes grain to mold, or a sudden frost turns ripe produce to 

mush, or the crop simply over-ripens 
in the fields or on the trees. In 

the midst of all that hustle 
and bustle of harvesting I’m 
sure there’s little time for 
those involved to reflect on 
all that has taken place to 

turn the seeds that were 
planted in the spring into the 

autumn bounty being reaped. While 
the biochemistry behind what causes a seed to germinate, to push its 
way out of the soil and grow into a mature plant is something I 
understand well, that understanding in no way diminishes my sense of 
wonder at the miraculous nature of what has occurred. Indeed, knowing 
all the factors involved makes it far more amazing to me than if it were 
all simply happenstance. 
  
Which is where my favorite tee shirt from General Convention comes 
in. The woman wearing it was part of the crowd of over 800 
Episcopalians who traveled forty miles from downtown Austin to 
Taylor, Texas, home of the Hutto Detention Center. We had come to 
show our support for the nearly 500 female asylum seekers being held 
there. The shirt read: “They tried to bury us. They did not know we 
were seeds.”  As has been written often, the world can’t tell we’re 
Christians by what happens to us, but by how we respond to what 
happens to us. Be it personal crises or more pervasive crises on the 
national or worldwide level, there’s no question that hard time befall us 
as surely as they do anyone else, so we can feel buried at times, trapped 
in the dark by what’s happening around us or to us. It is then that St. 
Paul’s words ring true: “suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 
disappoint us.”  At our darkest moments, we know from what direction 
our Light comes. And we know we’re not alone in the dark. Our God is 
right there with us, guiding us, connecting us, empowering us to find a 
way forward. Yes, we are like seeds in that we harbor untold potential 
at our darkest moments. But we are much more than seeds. Seeds are 
genetically predisposed to turn into a particular sort of plant. We are 
endowed with reason and empowered by love to be co-creators with 
God of the future that lies before us. We are the hands and heart of a 
God who loves us more than we can ask for or imagine. Yes, we are 
seeds, but so much more. 

The world can’t tell  

we’re Christians by what happens  

to us, but by how we respond to  

what happens to us. 
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1300 Pearl Street Eugene, Oregon 97401 
Church Office 541-343-9253 

Web Page:  www.saint-marys.org 
“Like” us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/st.marys.eugene 
“Follow” us on Instagram: 

www.instagram.com/st.marys.eugene/ 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 9 AM to 5 PM,  Monday - Friday 

 
CLERGY 

The Rev. Bingham Powell, Rector 
The Rev. Christine Marie, Small Group Ministry Developer 

The Rev. Nancy Crawford, Deacon 
The Rev. Tom English, Deacon 

 
MUSIC 

Maria Dossin, Music Director, Organist 
Ty Zeller, Assistant Organist 

Linnae Eckley, Cherub & Joyful Noise Choirs Director 
Jessica Rossi, Psalmist &  Intergenerational Choir Director 

Tom Trent, Liturgical Choir Director 
Christine Zeller-Powell, Spanish Service Pianist 

 
OFFICE 

Judy Alison, Building and Operations Manager 
Email: judy@saint-marys.org 

Louise Fortuna, Communication and Program Coordinator 
and Bellringer Editor 

Email: louise@saint-marys.org 
Lana Johnson, Finance and Records Manager 

Email: lana@saint-marys.org 
Tom Beckstrand, Facilities and Grounds Maintenance 

 
CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND  

YOUNG ADULTS 
Glenda Jeter, Nursery Coordinator & Care Giver  

Taylor Cabrera, Nursery Care Giver 
Sue Ann Hinman, Children’s Ministries Director 

Carolyn Williams, Youth Ministries Director 
The Rev. Doug Hale, Campus Chaplain 

 
VESTRY 

Lisa Kovacevic, Senior Warden 
Chris Spinks, Junior Warden 

Phil Barnhart 
Pam Birrell 

Eric DeFreest 
Peter Ganter 

Rosie Hammond 
Mike Ignatius 

Hillary Kittleson 
Megan Lintner 
Rose Thomas 

Tamara Bressi, Clerk 
Ron Scharfer, Treasurer 
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Happenings 

All Hallows Eve-ning at St. Mary’s 
Tuesday, October 30 at 5:30 PM 

 

Gather for nibbles and conversation while the children have 
their own activity, then move to the church for a special All 
Hallows Eve service. After a delicious dinner we will have 
trick or treating for the children. Costumes are encouraged! 
This event is for EVERYONE! That means you!  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Golden Years group  
Monday, October 1 at noon 

 

The Golden Years group is a fellowship group for men and 
women 80 years young and above.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Blessing of the Animals - Pets and Stuffies 
October 7 at 12:15 PM  

 

Kids are encouraged to bring a stuffed animal to be blessed 
at the 9:30 AM and 1:30 PM services. At 12:15 PM bring 
your beloved pets to the courtyard of St. Mary’s for the 
Blessing of the Animals in celebration of the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

No Brainer 
Thursday, October 18 at 6 PM 

At the Bier Stein (1591 Willamette St., Eugene) 
 

If you are in your 20s, 30s, or 40s and enjoy good food and 
easy conversation, join this low-key fellowship opportunity. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Spirited Women 
Thursday, October 11 at 6:30 PM 

 

Spirited Women meets at the church on the 2nd Thursday  
of every month from 6:30-8 PM. All women are welcome. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

HIBsters (Happy In-Betweeners) 
Saturday, October 27 at 7 PM 

at the home of Loren and Cheryl Crow 
 

The HIBsters (formerly known as Empty Nesters) are having a 
Halloween Party at Loren and Cheryl Crow’s home. 
Costumes are highly encouraged!  This will be a potluck 
style party with yummy treats – no tricks!  Probably some 
spirits.  Please RSVP to cherylmcrow@gmail.com. 

Catholic Support Group  
Starts October 28 

 

Many of us were raised in the Catholic Church, and for a 
variety of reasons have found our way to the Episcopal 
Church. Each of us has experienced this important 
journey uniquely. If you would like to be in a safe place to 
talk about your experience, please join the Rev. Christine 
Marie for a new monthly support group for Catholics. 
Christine was raised Catholic, is now at home in the 
Episcopal Church, and has worked for many years with 
Catholics making this transition. We will meet Sunday, 
October 28, 4-6 PM, in the Guild Room. Questions? 
Contact Christine Marie at christine@saint-marys.org. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

St. Mary’s Widows’ Group 
 

A date has not been set for the October meeting. For 
more information about this fantastic group, contact 
Helga Nagygyor 541-343-0228 or  Jean Shirey 541-520-
2285 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Girl Scout Opportunity 
 
Tammy Verrey and Christy Forrest have started a Girl 
Scout troop which meets at St Mary’s, and they want to 
invite St. Mary’s girls to join. This is a mixed age troop for 
2nd-4th grade (Brownies & Juniors). The troop is open to 
all girls. Their vision is to create a girl-led group, 
respecting and following the vision of the girls, while 
helping inspire them to explore new ideas and delve more 
deeply into their passions. So far, the girls are interested 
in learning more about art (lots and lots of art!), sewing, 
horses (and other animals), and going outdoors. 
 
They meet Tuesdays from 4:30 to 6 PM. Contact Christy 
Forrest or Tammy Verrey for information, or contact Girl 
Scouts (800-338-5248) and ask to join Troop 40349. They 
would love to have a couple more St Mary’s friends join!  
 
Fellow parishioners, look for the troop to help out during 
Scout Sunday! They are also looking for philanthropy 
ideas for a bunch of enthusiastic young girls. If you run a 
ministry which could benefit from their support, contact 
Christy or Tammy. 
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Listening Hearts 

The Rev. Christine Marie, Small Group Ministry Developer 
 
All Humans are  Inherently Leaders 
 
Leadership is an inherent human 
characteristic. The most basic 
definition of leader is someone 
who makes things go well around 
them. This means that if you are in 
any situation, no matter how 
simple, and you make something 
go well, you are leading.  
 
Let me give you some simple examples. You are at the 
grocery store, and a parent drops a can of corn, and 
cannot pick it up because they are holding a baby. You 
pick up the can, give it to them, and say something kind 
to them, making the baby smile. By my definition, you 
have just performed a small act of leadership. 
 
Another example: you sit down at the family dinner 
table, and encourage each person to speak about their 
day, and you encourage everyone else to listen. You 
make sure every person has a chance to speak, including 
yourself. You have practiced being a leader. You have 
seen to it that something goes well for other humans. 
 
Leadership is organizing other human intelligences with 
one’s own, for the purpose of liberation, justice, and 
other activities to make things go well in the world. 
Christian leadership has the added dimension of 
willingness to open to God’s movement in our lives, 
and giving others the permission to do the same.  
 
At St. Mary’s, we want to offer the opportunity for each 
person who wants to be in at least one small group. I 
have found that what makes small groups go well over 
time is encouragement and support of leadership. Any 
person who is interested in making things go better 
around themselves, from regular suppers with other 
parishioners to solving the world’s biggest challenges, 
will benefit from being with others who are interested in 
the same. 
 
Please join me and your friends for our monthly 
leadership training and support group. The next group 
will meet Sunday, October 21, 4-6 PM in the Guild 
Room. All are welcome. 
 
Questions? Contact me at christine@saint-marys.org. 

Photo credit: Christine Marie 

Adult Education 

 

Faith &  

Science 
 

Part 3 of the “Faith &” Series 

Sunday, October 7 

3 PM 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

1300 Pearl St., Eugene 

 

Faith & Science 
Tentative Conclusions from a  

Christian Physician-Scientist about  

Life’s Great Questions 

Dr. Paul Lange 
 

Dr. Lange is Professor 
Emeritus of the Department 
of Urology at University of 
Washington in Seattle.  Dr. 
Lange has served on many 
editorial and administrative 
boards, including the New 
England Journal of Medicine 
and the American Board of 
Urology.  Dr. Lange is 
internationally recognized 

for his clinical and research work in a variety of 
genitourinary cancers, including prostate, testis, 
bladder, and kidney. Of particular note, he helped 
develop serum markers for testis (AFP, HCG) and 
prostate (PSA) cancers. He is the author of over 400 
scientific papers and 3 books.  Dr. Lange’s own 
faith journey has called him to share with others 
how he struggled to reconcile his Christian faith 
with the revelations of science.  
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Remember that feeling of being sick as a kid and your 
mother bringing you chicken soup and how that soup made 
you feel better, not just because of the magical properties of 
chicken soup but because the simple act of being fed made 
you feel loved? If you were blessed with this care as a child 
you know the healing power of being fed when you’re sick or 
in crisis. Seven years ago, parishioner Cheryl Crow got an 
idea: what if we - parishioners - could provide meals to 
parishioners going through a major life event, such as a 
surgery, cancer treatment, or the birth of a new baby. That 
idea took root and Meals in Motion was officially launched 
in March 2012. Our first meal schedule was for the Zeller-
Powell family when Elizabeth Grace was born. This quiet 
but mighty ministry has grown since then. Currently 20 
volunteer cooks provide 40-60 meals a year to fellow 
parishioners. But don’t let those facts fool you; this is a 
surprisingly low commitment ministry. You can join the 
meal schedule email list and choose to schedule yourself 
when you have the free time to help.  
 
This ministry is about more than the meals. It’s about 
communicating that loved and cared for feeling to fellow 
parishioners. Making and receiving meals is an intimate act. 
Opening ourselves up to receive food or to share what we’ve 
cooked makes us vulnerable and that vulnerability can be a 
barrier. But we hope that you won’t let it be. Phyllis 
Hockley, a parishioner who is most comfortable making 
meals for others, found herself on the receiving end of this 
ministry. Here are her thoughts on receiving food from the 
Meals in Motion ministry: “Don't think, ‘I’ll manage. I don't 
need help!’ That's what I thought, but deep gratitude flows to the 
parishioners who visited me with food when I had my operation. 
Some yummy food was just what I needed in my low energy state. 
Some cheering up was just what I needed in my low energy state. 
Those meals were more than meals, and I am so grateful for this 
ministry.” 
  
Cheryl Crow shared that others have found their 
nervousness relieved by communicating with the parishioner 
they are cooking for. Wondering if the lasagna you are 
thinking of cooking will be well-received? Many cooks have 
found that reaching out has allowed them to feel confident 
that their meal will be welcomed enthusiastically.  
 
If you are interested in joining your fellow parishioners in 
cooking meals, please contact Cheryl Crow at 
cherylmcrow@gmail.com. She will add you to the meal 
schedule email list and you will receive emails when a new 
schedule is made. Again, it’s low commitment, if you can’t 
make the dates work for a particular schedule, that’s okay. 
You get to choose when (and what!) you make.  

Meals in Motion Pledge Campaign News 

Grateful Hearts – Generous Lives 
 
Grateful Hearts – Generous Lives is the theme for St. 
Mary’s 2019 Pledge Campaign. At St. Mary’s there is a 
place for everyone; a worship service for everyone and the 
opportunity to serve God, as well as be served, in a myriad 
of ways. 
 
The pledge campaign calls attention to the cost of doing 
ministry and the opportunity to be generous with our 
financial contributions. This gives each of us a chance to 
reflect gratitude for God’s blessings in our lives and in the 
life of St. Mary’s.  
 
Parishioners, clergy, paid staff, volunteers, facilities and 
financial contributions all combine to anchor our 
ministries firmly in place at 13th and Pearl Streets. 
Following is the schedule for the 2019 Pledge Campaign. 
 
 October  5:  Pledge Packets to be mailed 
 October  7: Pledge Sermon number 1 
 October  14: Pledge Sermon number 2  
 October  21:  Pledge Sermon number 3 
 October  28: Blessing of the 2019 Pledges 
 November 5-16:  Reminder telephone Calls  
 
The pledge campaign committee members are: the Rev. 
Bingham Powell and John Pfanner co-chairs, Jessica 
Barnhart, Louise Fortuna, Karen Johnson, Lana Johnson, 
and Laurie Strother-Blood. 

Poinsettia Orders 
 

Unfortunately our poinsettia 
distributor has discontinued their 
poinsettia fundraiser and we were 
unable to locate a similar fundraiser, so 
we aren’t able to offer this to St. Mary's parishioners this 
year. Thank you for supporting our youth with this 
fundraiser for so many years. 

ART MOVES US 
A Fundraiser for St. Mary’s Seminarian Fund 

 

Skip and Ginny McDonald will be hosting a silent art  
auction with over 60 paintings and landscape  
photographs, a variety of ceramics, and other works of orig-
inal artwork. This fundraiser will be Friday, October 12 
from 4 to 7 PM at their home (1570 Em Ray Dr.,  
Eugene). 20% of the proceeds will go to our Seminarian 
Fund. 



St. Mary’s Events 
Sun Mon Tue Wed 

Key: 
CH = Church 
CR = Conference Room 
GR = Guild Room 
LB = Library 
BH = Berktold Hall (previously called the Parish Hall) 
Rooms with Biblical location names are classrooms 
and are located in the Sunday School wing. 

1 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 
Noon Golden Years meeting (GR) 

2 
 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
4:30-6 pm Girl Scouts (Damascus &) 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
 
6-7:30 pm Refugee Coalition (Jerusalem) 
7:00 pm Order of St. Luke (GR) 

3 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

7  
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Sunday School  
10:15-11 CAP (10-12 graders) Confirmation Class 
                                                                                 (CR) 
11:00 am Joyful Noise Choir rehearsal (Damascus) 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
12:15 pm Blessing of the Animals  
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
3 pm Adult Education presents Faith & Science 
                                                                (BH) 

8 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 

9  
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study (Damascus) 
 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
3:30-5 pm Refugee Coalition (GR) 
4:30-6 pm Girl Scouts (Damascus) 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
 
6:00 pm Vestry Governance Comm. (Library) 
6:00 pm Vestry Adult Ed Comm. (Choir Room) 
7:00 pm Vestry meeting (CR) 

10   
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
5:30-8:00 pm Men’s Club (GR & BH Kitchen) 
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

14  
 Fall Family Field Trip - Pumpkin Patch 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
Fall Family Field Trip to Johnson Farm Pumpkin 
Patch (89733 Armitage Rd, Eugene) 
Joyful Noise rehearsal time TBD 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
3-5pm Women’s Retreat planning (Damascus) 

15  NOVEMBER BELLRINGER DEADLINE 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 

16 
 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
4:30-6 pm Girl Scouts (Damascus) 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
 
7:00 pm Order of St. Luke (GR)  

17 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

21    Blood Pressure checks in Library  
after morning services 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Sunday School  
10:15 am - Noon CAP (10-12 graders) Class w/potluck 
                                                                                 (CR) 
11-Noon Joyful Noise rehearsal (Damascus) 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
12:15 pm Outreach Council Ballot Measure 
                               Discussion & Luncheon (BH) 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
4-6 pm Small Group Leadership (GR) 

22 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 
Noon Liturgical Arts Committee (Damascus) 

23  
12:00 pm Brown Bag Bible Study (Damascus) 
 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
1:30 pm Personnel Committee (GR) 
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (CH) 
 
7:30 pm Sick Man’s Group AA (Damascus) 

24 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)

28  
8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:15 am Sunday School 
CAP (10-12 graders) Sermon Sunday - Listen to 
sermon then gather for discussion 
11-Noon Joyful Noise rehearsal (Damascus) 
11:00 am Holy Eucharist 
1:30 pm Santa Eucaristía 
4-6 pm Catholic support group (GR) 
7:00 pm Journey Fellowship - For 6-12 graders -
pumpkin carving (BH) 

29 
9:15 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 

30 Evening at St. Mary’s - All Hallows Eve    
 
1:15-3:15 pm Knifty Knitters (Damascus) 
 
4:30 pm Evening Prayer (CH) 
4:30-6 pm Girl Scouts (Damascus) 
5:30 pm All Hallows Eve-ning at St. Mary’s 

31 
9-5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room) 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with healing and anointing
 
7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH)



St. Mary’s Events - October 2018 
Thu Fri Sat 

Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

4 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
6:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

5  
 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  
 
 
 
3:00 pm Earth Stewards (Damascus) 

6  
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR)  

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

8:00 pm Men’s Club (GR & BH Kitchen)  

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

11 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
 
1:30 pm Widows’ Group - off-site, see Helga 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
6:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
6:30 pm Spirited Women (GR) 

12 
 
9 am Outreach Council (Damascus) 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  

13 
 
9:30 am Saturday Breakfast (BH) 
 
 
 

5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

18 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (GR) 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR) 
6 pm No Brainers (meeting at Bier Stein, 
1591 Willamette St) 
6:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 

19 
 
9:30-11 am Group Supervision/SD (Damascus) 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (GR)  

20   
9-12 pm HoHoHo sewing workshop (Damascus) 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 

25 
7:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Damascus) 
8:00 am Centering Prayer (GR) 
9:30-11 am Itty Bitty Bible Study (Nursery) 
9:30 am PrayerBreath Yoga (Guild Room) 
12:30 pm Pastoral Care Team (Damascus) 
12:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
5:30 pm Needle Arts Guild (GR)  
6:30 pm Evening Prayer (Chapel) 
6/7 pm ECW/Adult Ed Movie Night 

26 
10:30 am Lectionary Group (Guild Room)  

27 
9:30 am Saturday Breakfast (Berktold Hall) 
 
 
 
5:00 pm Circle Service (GR) 

5 Quilting Guild (Guild Room)  
with healing and anointing 

7:00 pm Liturgical Choir rehearsal (CH) 
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Children, Youth, and Families News 

Family Field Trip - Sunday, October 14  
after the 9:30 AM service 
Johnson Farms (89733 Armitage Rd, Eugene) 

 

Join all your friends and travel out to 
Johnson Farms to have a fall family 
adventure.  We will leave church and 
caravan to the farm after the 9:30 service is 
over.  Families will travel through the farm 
experiencing all the wonderful fall outdoor 
activities!  

  
All Hallows’ Eve-ning at St. Mary’s 
Tuesday, October 30 from 5:30 to 7:00 PM 
 

Join the goblins, witches, ghosts, AND St. Mary’s families 
for an evening of fun, dinner, games, songs and trick or 
treating in the Sunday School Hall.  Wear your Halloween 
costume – and connect with all your spooky friends!  
 

16 Terrific Sunday School Teachers & Leaders!  
 
Pre K (4-5 yr olds) & Kinder 
Frances Jacobi Noyes  
Katie Amondson  
Colleen Tuman 
 
4th – 5th Grade 
Gail Spinks 
Lisa Kovacevic 
Eric DeFreest 
Dhanya Milton 

If you would like to visit your child’s classroom please drop 
in at any time.  If you have any questions about the 
curriculum or teachings please check in with your child’s 
teachers or with our staff Carolyn Williams, Youth 
Ministries Director or Sue Ann Hinman, Children’s 
Ministries Director.  
 
Our 6th-12th graders are divided into two classes, Rite 13 
and CAP (Confirmation & Pilgrimage). These classes use 
the Journey to Adulthood curriculum. It’s a fantastic 
program. You can read about at www.saint-marys.org/kids-
and-youth. Or talk to our Youth Ministries Director, 
Carolyn Williams. 
 

1st – 3rd  Grade 
Beth Wirth 
Lesley Johnson 
Christine Zeller Powell 

Rite 13 - 6th to 9th Grade 
Amanda Smith 
Louise Fortuna 
Tamara Bressi 
Robert Bressi 

CAP (Confirmation & Pilgrimage)- 10th to 12th Grade 
Jessica Barnhart 
Court Wirth 
Carolyn Williams 

Sunday School Schedule for 2018 - 2019 
 
Age 4 yrs to 9th grade - Classes meet from 10:15 to 11 AM 
10th to 12th grade youth are in CAP (Confirmation & 
Pilgrimage). Their schedule varies each month. 
 
CAP Class Schedule for October 
Oct 7:  Confirmation Class - Conference Rm 10:15-11 AM 
Oct 14: All Family Field Trip to Johnson Farm (see info at 

top of page) 
Oct 21: Brunch Lesson “Johari Window: One Way of 

Thinking About Ourselves” - Conference Rm 
10:15 - 12 Noon 

Oct 28: Sermon Sunday - stay to listen to the sermon and 
meet in the Guild Room to discuss with classmates 
and leaders 

Parents of CAP youth, please connect with Carolyn if 
you're not getting her emails with further details - 
carolyn@saint-marys.org 
 
Journey Fellowship - St. Mary’s Answer to Youth Group 
October 28 at 7 PM at St. Mary’s 
Students in middle school and high school, join us to carve 
pumpkins and watch Halloween cartoons!  Bring your own 
pumpkin and pumpkin carving tools and ideas!  We will 
have snacks and some tools available.  As always, friends are 
welcome!  RSVP to Carolyn - carolyn@saint-marys.org 
 
Mark your calendars now for future  
Journey Fellowship dates! 
November 25, 7-8 PM.  Ho Ho Ho Stocking shopping  
December 9, 6 PM. Christmas Caroling 

Parents at last year’s pumpkin patch field trip. Join us October 14! 
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW) News 

Ministry for the women of St. Mary’s, by the women of St. Mary’s. No membership required. 

 

ECW and Adult 
Education Present 

 

NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
 

The story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German clergyman of 
great distinction, who actively opposed Hitler and the 
Nazis. His convictions cost him his life. Film Not Rated. 

 
Damascus Classroom 

Thursday, October 25 
6 PM to 7 PM - BYO Dinner 

Movie Starts Promptly at 7 PM 
All Are Welcome! 

 
On Sunday, November 4th, 3-4:30 PM, the first in a 
series on Prophets: Ancient & Modern will be presented in 
Berktold Hall. Come learn about and join in the 
discussion on Daniel and Bonhoeffer: The Courage of the 
Prophets. 

Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace 

HO! HO! HO! 
 

Help Others Have a wOnderful 
HOliday 

 

The Episcopal Church Women 
2018 Christmas Stocking Program 

 
Sewing Workshop 

Saturday, October 20th 
          9 AM to Noon 
      Damascus Classroom 
 
Come make simple stockings to be filled during Advent with 
gifts for children in need in our community. 
 

This workshop is for experienced and not so experienced 
sewers alike. This is a great place to learn how to use a 
sewing machine. 
 

The generosity of the people of St. Mary’s and the HO! HO! 
HO! Program is enormous. It begins each year with this 
workshop. 
 

What to bring (all optional): sewing machine, holiday cotton-
like fabric, scissors, pinking shears. 
 

Please contact me with any questions. No need to RSVP. Just 
show up when you can.   

Deacon Nancy Crawford 
Nancy@saint-marys.org OR 541-543-1122 

GETTING READY FOR 
ST. MARY’S ADVENT FAIR 

 
 

Would you like to donate some of your 
handicrafts to ECW for our tables at 
the St. Mary’s Advent Fair to be held 
Sunday, December 2? Work on them 
now, during these “leisurely” autumn 
days or in those few precious moments 
you can find. Your items will be 
appreciated for our sales! 
 

This is ECW’s annual fundraiser. Our 
funds support WomenSpace, Summer 
Fun Fund, programs of the diocesan 
ECW and our local Church Women 
United, scholarships for women and 
youth, and our annual St. Mary’s 
Women’s Retreat. 
 
If you would like to help plan and 
organize this event, contact Deacon 
Nancy Crawford. I would love your 
participation, great or small. 

Church Women United: Family Forward POLICY AND PRIVILEGE 
Friday, October 5, 9-11:15 AM St. Jude Catholic Church 4330 Willamette St.  
Tuesday, October 9, 7:30 AM -  Breakfast at Brails, 1983 Willamette St.  
 A look back at the Friday Forum on Policy and Privilege 
 
Policy and Privilege. Family Forward helped to bring paid sick days to 
workers. Nichi Linder, Lane County Organizing Director, is our guest speaker. 
She will outline actions planned at the State Legislature in 2019: paid family 
leave and affordable child care.  
 

Ms. Linder, mother of two young boys, lives in the world of other young 
families. Bring a friend. Bring a young friend. Many of us “elders” want to 
stand visibly in support of our children and grandchildren. Low wages, high 
rents, and college debt are some of the burdens facing young people today. 
 
Women of St. Mary’s will be hosting the November CWU World 
Community Day Celebration Saturday, November 3, 10 AM to Noon 
“Reaching for Wholeness in Harmony with God’s People” 
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear local Oregon author and columnist, 
Dorcas Smucker! Be sure to plan to attend and enjoy a special brunch created 
by Phyllis Hockley and others. You do not need to be a member of Church 
Women United to attend. Invite a friend or two to hear this interesting and 
inspiring speaker. 
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Outreach News 

Allocation of Outreach Funds 
Friday, October 12 at 9 AM 
 
You are invited to take part in the annual allocation of St. 
Mary’s Outreach Ministry Council outreach funds.  There 
are two ways to take part:  
1. Complete the survey form and put it in the box provided 

in the narthex by Monday, October 8 at 12 Noon,  
 and/or  
2. Attend the allocation meeting to be held on Friday,  
 October 12 at 9 AM.  
If you have questions please contact Katharine Hunt at 
keehhunt@gmail.com or 541-607-0106. 
 
Practical Items Needed For Saturday Breakfast Guests 
 
Saturday Breakfast offers practical items to our guests. Will 
you donate some items? For the month of October we are 
collecting the following items:   Toothbrushes, small 
toothpaste tubes, floss, warm winter socks (no holes - new or 
gently worn), warm gloves, and warm hats. Questions? 
Contact Ty Zeller. 
 
Donations can be left in the labeled box in the narthex. 
 
Ballot Measures Discussion & Luncheon 
Sunday, October 21 at 12:15 PM 
 
Five state ballot measures will be on the Oregon ballot in 
November. The St. Mary’s Outreach Ministry Council will 
host an opportunity to read, understand, and discuss these 
measures. We will not be presenting a particular side, but 
facilitating a conversation for those who want to contemplate 
these ballot measures in light of their Christian faith. Join us 
October 21, 12:15 to 2:15 PM in Berktold Hall. Lunch will 
be provided. Please sign up outside the Guild Room so that 
we know how many to expect for lunch.  
 
The five measures to be discussed are: 
102: Allows cities and counties to use bonds to fund privately 
owned affordable housing 
103: Amends the constitution to permanently freeze the state 
corporate minimum tax for any business related to the food 
industry 
104: Defines “raising revenue” for the three-fifths vote 
requirement for bills raising revenue 
105: Repeals law forbidding state resources from being used 
to apprehend persons violating federal immigration laws 
106: Prohibits public funds from being spent on abortions 

Earth Stewards 
 
We want to share with you an interesting effort to help 
take care of creation. A group of children who recognize 
that their future is in jeopardy because of high and still 
rising levels of carbon dioxide (CO2) are seeking science-
based action to promote a healthy climate.  In Juliana v. 
U.S., 21 youth (11 of whom are from Oregon) are asking 
the District Court to order the federal government and 
federal agencies to implement a science-based National 
Climate Recovery Plan in order to restore atmosphere to 
less than 350 parts per million of CO2 by 2100; stabilize 
our atmosphere; and de-acidify our oceans. 
 
Two years ago, the District Court ruled that the U.S. 
Constitution protects the rights of citizens to take legal 
action in support of a climate system capable of 
sustaining human life.  Attempts to have the suit 
dismissed delayed the trial, but have been dismissed by 
higher courts including the U.S. Supreme Court.  It is 
now scheduled to start on October 29, 2018 and to 
conclude in January, 2019. 
 
During the trial, attorneys representing these youth will 
argue that the U.S. government continues to violate the 
right of people to a healthy environment. The question 
posed by the young people is, will the courts deliver the 
hoped for rescue? The children initiated this case because 
they hope to live long and healthy lives, but know they 
are vulnerable to the harm of fossil fuel emissions and 
global warming, rising ocean levels, and acidification of 
the oceans which is diminishing sea life.   
 
A growing chorus of Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
Orthodox, and Protestant religious leaders have been 
speaking out to remind us that protecting God's creation 
is an important matter of faith. This legal case is one 
interesting effort that is taking place to try to help care 
for creation. You can learn more about Our Children’s 
Trust at OurChildrensTrust.org. 

mailto:keehhunt@gmail.com
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Our pledge campaign theme this year is Grateful Hearts - 
Generous Lives. I normally think of November as the month of 
gratitude, but here at St. Mary’s this year, we will be adding an 
extra month to reflect on gratitude! There is something in the 
social media world called #30daysofgratitude; for us this year it 
is more like #61daysofgratitude!  
 
At school this past summer, I took a class called The Theology 
and Psychology of Human Development. 
One issue that came up in our 
readings was gratitude. 
Psychologically, gratitude 
is vital to our physical 
and mental well-being. 
Theologically, gratitude is 
central to our faith. The 
primary act of worship for 
the Christian community is 
the Eucharist, which is a Greek 
word for thanksgiving.  
 
There is a beautiful prayer on page 836 of the Book of 
Common Prayer that taught me how to recognize and offer 
gratitude. It starts by reminding us to whom we should be 
grateful: God. Next, it offers some big picture items for which 
to be grateful: creation, life, and love, before moving a little 
closer to home by offering thanks for family and friends, and 
even the challenges we face that lead to satisfying 
accomplishments. Then, perhaps the most surprising part of 
the prayer invites us to offer thanksgiving for our 
disappointments and failures. Finally, the gratitudes end with 
the most important thing of all: Jesus - his life, death, and 
resurrection in which we find our own life raised as well.  
 
Sixteen years ago, I started praying this prayer regularly and it 
transformed my life, especially that section on offering thanks 
for disappointments and failures. I would pray a paragraph of 
the prayer; pause and breathe; name everything that came to 
mind after praying that section, saying “thank you, God, for...”; 
and then repeat with the next paragraph. As I did this, I started 
seeing all of life through the lens of gratitude. Even those 
things I wished had happened differently! It is still not always 
easy of course, but it became easier with practice. As we reflect 
on gratitude this month, I encourage you to take some extra 
time to think about all of your gifts in life - the good and the 
bad, the obvious blessings and the challenges, and yes, even the 
failures and disappointments. Thank God for them. Open 
your heart in gratitude.  
 

Bingham+  

Sixteen years ago,  

I started praying this prayer 

regularly and it transformed  

my life 

Rector’s Closing Thoughts News of  the Family 

August Babies:  
 
Joseph Verrey (pictured to 
left), son of Peter and 
Tammy, brother of 
Genevieve and Lillian  
 
 
 

September Babies: 
 
Annabelle Baker (pictured 
to right), daughter of Rob 
and Meredith, sister of 
Olivia 

 
 
 
Lucy Dixon (pictured to left 
with big sis), daughter of Linnae 
Eckley and Dan Dixon, sister of 
Ava 
 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Congratulations to Jake Lucas for completing his 
barber classes and securing his license. Jake now has a 
chair at the Barber Shop on 13th Avenue.  
 
Pictured below is the Register Guard article about Jake’s 
journey.  



 

www.facebook.com/
st.marys.eugene 
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THE  BELLRINGER  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all 
that you have done for us. We thank you for 
the splendor of the whole creation, for the 
beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and 
for the mystery of love. 

from A General Thanksgiving (BCP p. 836) 


