
 
 
 
October 5, 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
There are two ways to think about giving. You can think about the one receiving or the one giving. 
When we give, we typically think about the one receiving. Do they need it? How much do they need? 
These are important questions. You will soon receive a pledge packet talking about the ministry of St. 
Mary's and our financial needs for 2017. But I am writing you today to talk about the other side of the 
equation: the giver.  
 
Jesus teaches us that it is more blessed to give than to receive, flipping our typical understanding of 
giving on its head. He wants us to focus on the giver. Why would Jesus claim that the greater blessing 
falls on the giver? Because of the intangible gift we receive:  the gift of spiritual growth.  
 
Money is central to our lives. Money isn't intrinsically bad; everybody needs money to live. The 
problem is when our relationship to money gets distorted. People obsess over money and what it can 
buy. People die for money. Marriages, families, and friendships are destroyed over money. It is no 
coincidence that the idol made in the wilderness was a golden calf. Even when it doesn't get that bad, 
money can twist our relationships to each other, to ourselves, and to God.  
 
Generous giving is critical to righting that relationship. The practice of giving pulls us out of 
ourselves and into something greater. The practice of giving reminds us that our true security and 
salvation do not lie in money, but in God. That has been my experience over the years, and the 
experience of so many others that I have heard in ministry. As we strive to fulfill our pledge over the 
year, it forces us to work on trusting in the Lord to provide what we truly need. We often discover in 
the process that many of the things we think are necessary are more wants than needs. God has given 
us enough, and even an abundance.  
 
As you reflect, pray, and decide on a pledge, I encourage you to use the process as a spiritual practice. 
It is right up there with prayer, the sacraments, spiritual reading, service to our neighbors, and all of 
those other things we think of as ways to grow in our faith. Use this pledge campaign not just to bless 
others who will receive the ministry that your gift helps support, but to bless yourself in the giving.  
 
 
Peace in Christ,  
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