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Raise the Roof  
Ministry Happens Under Our Roof. 

Lives Are Changing Under Our Roof. 

Let’s Keep It Up by Raising the Roof! 
See page 5. 

We have something for everyone. 
See page 3. 

BBQing with Friends 
The Annual Picnic is coming! Be a part of  the community! 
See page 10 

A Family Hike 
Read about our Family Field Trip AND 
Journey Fellowship. 
See page 6. 

FAITH & IMAGINATION  
The final installment of our book series  

See page 3 

A Royal Wedding 
Our Rector’s Reaction 

See page 11. 
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How We Live 
Sharon L. Rodgers, Liturgist 

 

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea.   
A Litany of Thanksgiving, p 837, BCP 

 

Looking out my living room window in early May I could hardly believe 

the array of color that greeted me.  From the azaleas in every shade of 

pink to purple, red to almost orange, to the red rhododendrons to the 

purple lilacs to the pink dogwood, to the green grass dusted with a 

coating of pink cherry petals that had flown over the house from the 

tree out front, it was simply breathtaking.  As I was admiring all those 

colors one day, my mind wandered to a truly delightful colleague I had 

had at Sheldon who was completely colorblind.  What a sad thing, it 

seemed to me, that he never had the chance to savor arrays of 

springtime color like the one before me.  His view of the world was 

apparently like what those of us old enough to remember them saw on 

black and white television:  just black, 

white, and shades of gray.  Of course, 

when that was the only sort off 

television there was, we all thought it 

was amazing, just as having never seen 

color, my colleague didn’t feel the least 

bit deprived by his view of the world.  

Indeed, quite to the contrary, he was 

one of the most positive, upbeat people I’ve ever known.  A recovering 

alcoholic who had not only survived years of extraordinary substance 

abuse but also a massive heart attack, he really did view every day as a 

gift to be savored to the fullest.  “I shouldn’t even be here,” was his 

attitude.  As upbeat as he was, I can only imagine how impressed he 

would have been had he ever had the chance to see color. 

 

Remarkably, the day after I had been reflecting on my colleague and his 

worldview, I received a publication from OHSU that described one of 

the research projects currently underway there, in which gene therapy is 

making it possible for a sixty-year-old woman who had never seen colors 

until recently, to do so.  The change isn’t happening instantaneously, but 

gradually as the normal genes that were implanted in her eyes in 

December cause her body to produce increasing amounts of the 

proteins necessary for her retinas to function properly, allowing her to 

see color.  What an amazing medical discovery.  What a beautiful 

reminder of the degree to which we really are co-creators with God of 

the world in which we live.   

  

Clearly most of us lack the expertise required to carry out gene therapy, 

but we all have the ability, figuratively speaking, to bring color into the 

lives of the people around us.  Be it through music, laughter, or a timely 

phone call, we can be another person’s springtime, no matter the time of 
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Tom Trent, Liturgical Choir Director 

Christine Zeller-Powell, Spanish Service Pianist 
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Independence Day. 

through music, laughter, or a  

timely phone call, we can be  

another person’s springtime,  

no matter the time of year. 
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Happenings 

 

The Golden Years 
A fellowship group for those in their 80s+ 

 

Join us on Monday, June 4 at St. Mary’s at Noon.  

 

We will take July and August off. See you in the fall. 

Questions? Contact Phyllis Hamel at osip43@gmail.com  

 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

St. Mary’s Widows’ Group 

 

 Thursday, June 14 

“Lunch in Town” 

 

For more information, please contact 

Helga Nagygyor 541-343-0228 or  

Jean Shirey 541-520-2285 

 

“And you should not let yourself be confused in your solitude by the 

fact that there is something in you that wants to move out of it.”   

-Rilke 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

No Brainer Meeting 
A Fellowship Group for 20, 30, and 40-somethings 

 

We are taking the summer off! We will be back in 

September. Watch for announcements.  

 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Empty Nesters 
For all with an empty nest or a nest that should be 

A Bike Ride along the Row River 
 

Please save June 16 for a bike ride on the Row River 

Recreation Trail in Cottage Grove.  This is a converted 

railway, now a bike path.  There is a very gentle slope, 

and the path includes three historic covered bridges.  

Empty Nesters will ride the trail, and then have lunch in 

Cottage Grove before returning home.  If you are 

interested, email Lana_R_Johnson@hotmail.com. All 

those on the Empty Nesters email list will receive further 

information soon.  

Faith & Imagination:  
Exploring Faith Through the Creative Works of 

Madeleine L'Engle 
Sunday, June 24, 3-4:30 PM 

 
Come to the final installment of the Adult Education Book 
Study Series.  We will conclude our series with a non-fiction 
work by Madeleine L’Engle entitled “Walking on Water: 
Reflections on Faith & Art.” This is a wonderful book that 
covers her philosophy and thinking about creativity and faith 
and the connections between the two.  The discussion will 
be led by Carolyn Gates. Please join us for an afternoon of 
conversation around this meaningful topic. We have three 
copies of the book in our church library for check-out on a 
first come, first serve basis. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Meals in Motion 

Food is Nourishment for the Soul! 
 
St.  Mary’s has an active ministry in providing meals to 
parishioners who are experiencing major life events such as a 
surgery or new baby.  We are always looking for people we 
can help serve - so let us know when you or someone you 
know could benefit.  Don’t be shy!   
 
Also - we are looking for more volunteers who like to 
cook.  It’s a completely volunteer ministry and you decide 
when you can help and how often. If you are interested in 
more information, please attend a meeting we are having on 
Saturday, June 30 at 10 AM at the church. Kim Davaz will 
be providing us a divine snack, and we will be giving 
information about the ministry including ideas for special 
menus such as gluten free and vegan.  For more information 
contact Cheryl Crow at cherylmcrow@gmail.com. 
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Sunday, July 1 
at the 9:30 AM Service 

 

We will have a very special guest choir joining us on July 1st. 

Centennial Children’s Chorus, from Fort Collins, Colorado, 

under the direction of Sheri McKelfresh, will be singing during 

our 9:30 AM service. They are here as part of the annual 

Pacific International Choral Festivals taking place in Eugene. 

 

Members of Sala Voce, Centennial Children’s Chorus’ most 

advanced group of singers, will travel to Eugene for picfest. 

The singers in Sala Voce are in 7th and 8th grade and have 

demonstrated a high degree of vocal and sight-singing ability. 

Having them sing for us will be quite a treat and a fantastic 

addition to the morning’s worship.  

  

In this 21st season, picfest 2018 brings together five choirs 

from Queensland (AUS), Nevada, California, Colorado and 

Oregon to participate in a week of music-making and 

friendship.  The festival ends with the Gala Concert “In The 

Heart of the World” featuring the combined festival chorus 

led by internationally acclaimed composer and conductor Bob 

Chilcott. 

 

The concert is Sunday, July 1 at 7:30 PM in the Main 

Auditorium at First Baptist Church (3555 Fox Meadow Road). 

Tickets can be purchased in person, online or by phone at the 

Hult Center Box Office, or at the door. 

  

In appreciation for hosting a picfest choir, please use the 

special discount vouchers provided to St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church members. These vouchers will be available on July 1. 

This wonderful evening of choral artistry is perfect for music 

lovers of all ages 8 and up!  

  

For more information about picfest, visit www.picfest.org.   

Listening Hearts 

The Rev. Christine Marie, Small Group Ministry Developer 

 

Why Leaders Need Support:  
Small Group Leadership Support Groups 

 

At St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

we would like to have a small 

group available to anyone who 

would like one. Small groups are 

places where people practice 

listening to God and to each 

other. Small groups can provide 

safety and closeness that makes 

our community life together 

more meaningful. Sunday 

worship gains a whole new level 

of joy when you see your group 

members sitting in the pew opposite.  

I believe God rejoices when we grow closer. 

 

What small group would you love to be a part of? Have 

you longed for a small group but did not know how to get 

one going? Perhaps you are experiencing a call to lead 

one. 

 

Leadership is what makes things happen, including small 

groups. Most people do not think of themselves as 

leaders, or have been leaders in the past and had a bad 

experience, perhaps feeling isolated and overwhelmed. 

 

Whether you are an experienced leader or not, you will 

benefit from on-going leadership training and support, 

because leadership skills can make everything in your life 

go better. 

 

Leaders and leaders-in-training will be meeting roughly 

every month at St. Mary’s. These leaders’ support groups 

are open to anyone who  

 already functions as a leader 

 wants to start a small group, or  

 wants to support existing leadership.  

 

I have been training and supporting developing leaders 

for over 40 years, and I enjoy it tremendously. 

 

Please join us! 

 

Sunday, June 10, 4 to 6 PM, Guild Room 

Sunday, July 29, 4 to 6 PM, Guild Room 

 

If you have questions, feel free to contact me at 

christine@saint-marys.org 

picfest Choir Visiting 

Photo credit: Christine Marie 
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Rewards Programs “How To” Part 2 

There are many ways to help St. Mary’s earn money. 
Over the next few months, we are highlighting tips 

and tricks to help St Mary’s contributions grow. 
We have three fundraising programs.  

 eScrip 

 Fred Meyer 

 Amazon Smile  
 
This article is about Amazon Smile 
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to 
support St. Mary’s every time you shop at Amazon. You 
receive the same items, same prices, prime shipping if 
applicable, and all your account information, etc. Just 
enter smile.amazon.com.  The first time you log on it will 
prompt you to select a charitable organization. Type “St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Eugene, OR” in the search box and 
choose St. Mary’s. Then every time you go to 
smile.amazon.com St. Mary’s will receive 0.5% of your 
purchase. You will find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection and convenient shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 
donate a portion of the purchase price to St. Mary’s. 
 
If you would like more information about the program you 
can find it here: smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/
ref=smi_se_rspo_laas_aas 
 
Or contact Kate or Laurie! We welcome questions!  
Kate Beckstrand at ktbecks@comcast.net or  
Laurie Strother at lauriestrother@comcast.net 
We are happy to help! 

The roofing over the north side of our building - from the 

sanctuary to the Guild Room - is 10 years past its lifespan 

and in desperate need of replacement. Our building 

committee, with the approval of our vestry, hired water 

infiltration experts to assess the best options for replacement. 

We reviewed bids from reputable roofing companies and 

have chosen a company to work with. This project must 

happen this summer to avoid any further damage to the 

building. Here is where we stand: 

 

Progress Report 
(as of  May 30, 2018) 

 
Total needed:  $200,000  
Raised so far:   $136,331 
Still to go: $  63,669 
 

Ministry Happens Under Our Roof. 

Lives Are Changing Under Our Roof. 

Let’s Keep It Up by Raising the Roof!  

Summer Fun Fund - June 10 

This is a project where members of many churches have joined together to raise money for homeless and 
at-risk kids. The money is given to eight organizations working with these homeless and at-risk kids and 
is used to provide safe and creative fun; wimming, day camps, and lots of fun trips for starters. New 
Roads, the school for runaway and homeless kids, took their students to the Hatfield Marine Science 
Center where they especially enjoyed meeting the resident octopus. And their first time toe-dip in the 
ocean was fun, too. 
 
But beyond fun, the thank you letters tell us why it is so important. 
 

Womenspace told us how important it is, when moms are fleeing a violent situation, that there will be some fun care for the 
kids.  
 
ShelterCare told us that for families struggling with homelessness, their ability to create fun experiences for the kids gives those 
kids some sense of normalcy, constancy and hope. So Important!  
 
So if you’d like to participate in making this “Importance” happen, write your check to St. Mary’s Episcopal and memo it SFF. 
We will be taking a collection at services on June 10. 



July 30 to August 3 
8:45 AM to 12 Noon 

Have you “herd” we are celebrating our Sunday school with an 
end of the year Ho-down to honor our volunteer teachers, and 
share some special moments from our classes?  Everyone - not 
just families with children from little ones to high school - are 
invited to giddy-up and come on down after the 9:30 service.  
Wear any cowboy/cowgirl gear you have to join in the fun, 
and please make sure you sign up soon! 

 
Sunday School Teacher Dinner and Thank You  
Thursday, June 14  6 to 8 PM  Location – TBD 
 
2017 – 2018 Sunday School Teachers, come celebrate the 
wonderful work you have done with our youth this last year.   
We will toast our success as well as look ahead to next year and 
do some planning for our children and youth’s future. Please 
let Carolyn or Sue Ann know if you can attend.   

 
Combined Summer Sunday School 
 
We will start our Summer Sunday School schedule on June 17.  
All entering kindergarteners through 5th graders will be 
combined together to continue their religious education each 
Sunday.  Summer Sunday School starts at the beginning of the 
9:30 AM service. The kids join everyone in church at the 
peace, in time to participate in Communion. The 6th through 
12th graders will stay in the church with their families for the 
service.   
 

Family Field Trip AND Journey Fellowship 
Sunday, July 22 after the 9:30 AM service 
Little Ones through High School 
 
Our Summer Field Trip will also be our July Journey 
Fellowship (read “Youth Group”). We will hike up Spencer 
Butte on July 22.  Bring a lunch to eat at the top. Watch your 
email as we get closer to date for more details!  We think this a 
great opportunity to bond as a community and we hope you 
think so, too!  

Each day will be an adventure as we journey back in time to 
learn about our saints! 

 

International-themed snacks ◊ Crafts ◊ Games  
Fellowship with Friends  

Music ◊  Storytelling  
Outstanding staff  to have fun and learn with 

 
Register today!   

 
Paper registration is included as an insert in this Bellringer 

or register online at  
www.saint-marys.org/kids-and-youth 

 
 

Invite a 
friend (or 

two) to join 
your child! 

 
 
 

 
Middle and high school students; we would love your 
help during this week with our children.  So, please join us.  
This is a wonderful volunteer activity to put on job and 
college applications and you can also earn your money 
needed for your pilgrimage!  Let Sue Ann or Carolyn know 
you would like to help.   
 

Rite 13 Ceremony 
 
We will be having a Rite 13 Ceremony for two of our 
students on June 10, during the 9:30 service.  It is an 
important rite of passage for our youth as they make their 
way into adulthood.  Having the support of the 
congregation is lovely, so please join us that day.  All 
Journey youth (that’s our Rite 13 & J2A classes - 5th –11th 
graders), please plan on being there! 
 
 

Children, Youth, and Families News 
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Urban Adventure 
 
In April, our J2A class (9th-11th graders) took off on their 
first steps toward their 2019 pilgrimage by spending the day 
travelling to and around Portland together.  They were 
divided into two teams, where they had to find different 
locations using only maps and public transit.  The students 
learned about working together and navigating new, 
confusing places.  The teachers learned about how to take a 
step back and let our young adults be leaders!   

Children, Youth, and Families News 

Journey Fellowship 
St. Mary’s Answer to Youth Group 
for youth in 5th through 12th grade 
 

Postponed from May!  We will be heading to Get Air on 

June 24 from 7 to 8 PM.  Bring a friend! Get there a little 
early to check in and fill out the parental release.  If you 
already have their required grip socks, please bring them (you 
will need to buy a pair of these if you don't already have 
them - $3).  We would also appreciate a donation of $5 to 
help cover the cost of this excursion - scholarships always 
available.  

 
We sure had fun at our  

Evening at St. Mary’s/Family Fun Night  
Cinco de Mayo Celebration!  

Here are some pictures of the Piñata excitement! 

Scenes from the Urban Adventure to Portland!  

Figuring out mass transit without technology is a great exercise to  
prepare for the 2019 Pilgrimage. 
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Outreach News 

Books for Kids – an Outreach Project at St. Mary’s 
 

Thank you for helping to fill our book box!  Danielle, an 

UO student in the Family and Human Services program and 

an intern at Lane School picked up the books on May 16 for 

the Book Fair the following week.  She was delighted with 

the quantity and variety of books donated.  Thank you.   

 

That’s My Farmer 
 

The 2018 Guide to the TMF CSA 

program is available on the Outreach 

Ministry bulletin board.   

 

Also, some of the farm members host days when you are 

invited to visit their farm.  If you are interested contact 

Katharine Hunt at keehhunt@gmail.com 

 

 

St. Mary’s Refugee Committee 

Refugee Relocation Coalition of Lane County presents 

 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 2018  
Wednesday, June 20, 5 – 8 PM 

First United Methodist Church, 1376 Olive Street, Eugene 

Free and open to the public 

 

Come and enjoy -- Food carts, the play “Now I Am Your 

Neighbor,” No Lost Generation’s refugee tent, international 

music, traditional arts and crafts demonstrations, 

multicultural books for sale, storytelling for kids, traditional 

desserts, A3 student projects, refugee kit-making, 

opportunity to learn a Syrian folk dance!  

 

Speaker Paul Jeffrey.  Paul Jeffrey is an award-winning 

journalist. His photos and writing have appeared in many 

newspapers and magazines and have been used by the 

World Bank, World Health Organization, and UNESCO. 

   

ALSO 
 

Saturday, June 23, 4 – 5 PM 

Eugene Public Library, 100 W 10th Avenue, Eugene 

 

Speaker Tod Schneider, researcher and storyteller 

extraordinaire.  Eugene resident Tod Schneider is a writer, 

researcher, and advocate currently focused on international 

humanitarian crises. He will show slides and share the story 

of one refugee family he met last spring while in Greece.  

 

 

Earth Stewards 

 
A friend shared this with me, 

and I felt it was important 

enough to share with others.   I 

hope you find it as meaningful 

as I did. 

 

“A long time ago when my  

granddaughter was about three she said of something that 

was very important to her, “ IT MATTERS!” 

 

Long forgotten is that important issue, but “IT 

MATTERS” is often a strong reminder of things not to be 

taken lightly when thinking about environmental issues.  

And so from time to time I think of other “IT 

MATTERS.” 

 

…..if we buy locally grown produce and support That’s My 

Farmer 

…..if we drink our good natural water from the tap instead 

of bottled water 

…..if we make a conscious effort to reduce our meat 

consumption 

…..if we buy only what we need 

…..if we spend some time in nature 

….if we respect all living things, even the wasps, snails and 

rodents! 

…..if we have patience with those who don’t agree with our 

views; we can still share and discuss with them 

…..if we vote and communicate with our elected officials 

 

Perhaps this message in an anonymous e-mail sums it up: 

Sometimes what we care about the most gets used up and 

goes away, never to return before we can say “Good-bye.”  

So while we have it, it is best if we care for it, fix it when it 

is broken and care for it when it is sick.” 

 

Read Psalm 8 for more inspiration 

Submitted by Betsy Halpern 

 

 

 

Toiletries needed for Saturday Breakfast guests   

 

SMALL SIZES: razors, toothpaste, toothbrushes, diapers, 

wipes, shampoo, combs, sunscreen, lotion, soap, sewing kit, 

bandaids, etc.  Put in container near photocopy machine. 



When a pilot crashes and  
tells of conflict in the outside world,  

Diana, an Amazonian warrior in  
training, leaves home to fight a war and 

discovers her full powers and true destiny.  
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Episcopal Church Women (ECW) News 

Ministry for the women of St. Mary’s,  
by the women of St. Mary’s. No membership required. 

Saturday Breakfast 

ECW Presents 
 

NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
 

Two Nights of  
WONDER 

 

          
 

WONDER 
 

This incredibly inspiring and heart- 
warming film tells the story of a boy  
with facial differences who enters 
a mainstream elementary school 
for the first time, and his  
sister, who feels invisible 
throughout his  
experiences.  
Tissues 
provided. 

 

 
 

Damascus Classroom 
 

Third Thursdays, June 21 and July 19 
6 PM to 7 PM - BYO Dinner 

Movie Starts Promptly at 7 PM 
All Are Welcome! 

Church Women United (CWU) Strawberry Social 
 

Friday, June 1  Episcopal Church of the Resurrection 
   3925 Hilyard St.  9- 11:15 AM 
 

The cost of using military solutions to answer human problems 
is the topic for this forum. Susan Cundiff, national Women’s 
Action for New Directions (WAND) will lead the discussion. 
AND 
Tuesday, June 5   Breakfast at Brails 
    983 Willamette St. 7:30 AM 
        

SAVE THE DATE:  North West CWU Region Event – 
“Reaching for Wholeness” All women are invited to the NW 
CWU Region Event Friday – Saturday, September 14-15 at 
Gresham United Methodist Church, 620 NE 8th St., Gresham, 
OR.  For more information contact Katharine Hunt, St. Mary’s 
CWU Representative and NW Region Coordinator. 

WONDER 
 

WOMAN 

In the past year, three 
things have happened that 
have impacted our 
Saturday Breakfast budget.  
 
1. Saturday Breakfast 

attendance has 
increased. Food for 
Lane County 
contributions are 
down, leading to us 
needing to purchase 
more food for the breakfast. 

2. Cost of food is up. 
 
Purchasing more food at a higher cost strained our 
budget beyond expectations, but you rallied around the 
cause and filled the pot for 2018! In just two weeks, we 
raised $4,265.80 and have earned $4,000 in matching 
contributions from two generous donors. Thank you!  

THANK YOU for 

Filling the Pot 

A Saturday Breakfast Fundraiser 

Dick Z. whipping up support for  
Saturday Breakfast. 

A volunteer serves a delicious and nutritious meal to one of 300 hungry 
neighbors who come for breakfast every 2nd and 4th Saturday.  
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Parish Health Ministry 

The Parish Health Team did a fabulous job providing 
coffee hour for Mother’s Day at the 9:30 and 11:00 AM 
services. A big thank you goes to Chris Donahue, Rei 
Ignatius, Lisa Kovacevic, Jane Metheny, Susan Pfanner, 
and Marilyn Stevens for the delicious and nutritious food.  
There was enough to provide the 1:30 PM Spanish-
language service with food for their coffee hour. 
 
Are you interested in Parish Health?  If you are a current, 
semi-retired or retired health care provider, please consider 
joining our group of dedicated and happy volunteers.  
Please contact Susan Pfanner at 541-852-3527 or 
sepf60@gmail.com or Helga Nagygyor at 541-343-0228 or 
helgavibeke@gmail.com 
 
Parish Health Team’s work includes but is not limited to: 

 Keeping First Aid kits in the kitchens and Sunday 
School area supplied 

 Posting current health articles and updating the Parish 
Health bulletin board  

 Assisting the Pastoral Care Team as needed  

 Providing Blood pressure on 3rd Sundays, Sept – June 
 
See you in September ~ Parish Health will resume offering 
blood pressure measurements on Sunday September 16.  
In addition to offering complimentary blood pressure 
measurements after the morning services (third Sundays), 
we will have a health care provider taking blood pressures 
following the Spanish service beginning in September 
2018.   Thanks go to Maria Pastrana Villanueva for her 
willingness to help with making this possible. 

News of  the Family 

Weston Fredrick Nelson, father of Lynn Bonner, died on 
April 15. A funeral was held at St. Mary’s on May 10.  

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Thomas Bongiorno and Jennifer Kovacs were married on 
April 28.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Douglas Markwell Fitzhugh, son of Poppy Markwell and 
Henry Fitzhugh, was baptized on April 22. 
 
Lucy Frances Figueroa, daughter of Elizabeth and Gaston 
Figueroa, was baptized on May 6. 

Sunday, August 19 
3:30 to 5:30 PM 

 
At Lively Swim Center 

6100 Thurston Road, behind Splash Wave Pool 
 
Family, friends, fellowship, fun and food, what more could 
anyone ask for?  Well, here goes: fresh air, convenient parking, 
a beautiful setting, clean restrooms, and a great play structure. 

Annual Picnic 

Join us! (A picture from the 2017 Annual Picnic.) 

 
St. Mary’s Men’s Club hosts this picnic.  Hamburgers, veggie 
burgers, hot dogs, soft drinks, and table setting will be 
provided.  You are asked to please bring a salad or dessert.  
Watch for sign ups this summer.  Guests are welcome.  
Questions? Call John Pfanner at 541-852-3529. 



Page 11 St. Mary’s Bellringer June/July 2018 

I had considered writing this month about my upcoming 

three-week summer residency at Virginia Seminary for my 

doctoral studies. Those studies continue to go well and are 

enriching my ministry and St. Mary’s. I had also 

considered writing this month about the roof remodel. 

That is a really important project for us as a parish. It is 

not exciting, but is necessary and an important act of 

stewardship. But then this little thing happened called The 

Royal Wedding. I have a very passing interest in the 

English Monarchy, so for months, I thought I might read 

an article after-the-fact or perhaps watch a clip or two, but 

when they invited our Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, to 

preach, it really peaked my 

interest. Bishop Curry was 

my Bishop while in 

college in North 

Carolina and I have 

heard him preach a 

bunch of times over 

the years so I had 

some sense of what was 

possible, but still... Wow! 

What a sermon! And millions, perhaps even billions of 

people according to some estimates, heard him preach the 

Gospel. Nearly ten percent of Americans tuned in to 

watch the wedding on television, let alone the folks like 

me who watched it online. How can you not be proud to 

be an Episcopalian?! If you haven’t watched or heard it 

yet, stop reading this article and go watch it! The link is on 

the front page of our website: www.saint-marys.org 

 

The message Bishop Curry preached was the same 

message we preach here at St. Mary’s every Sunday: love. 

God is love and that love was embodied in the person of 

Love as if the  

whole world depended on it. 

Spoiler alert: It does!  

Rector’s Closing Thoughts 

Stay Up-to-Date on Everything 
Happening at St. Mary’s!  
 
Sign up for our weekly email. Visit our 
website www.saint-marys.org  At the 
bottom you’ll see a blue banner like this 
that says “Sign up for our weekly 
eNewsletter.” Enter your information, 
click submit, and you’re set!  

Jesus Christ who died and rose for us, and invites us to join 

in his movement of love: loving God and our neighbor. 

This love has the power to transform the world. In fact, it 

already has, even though we are not yet to the Promised 

Land. Love. Love your God. Love your neighbor. Love as 

Jesus loved. Love as if the whole world depended on it. 

Spoiler alert: It does! The acts of love that we offer in this 

life shape the world to make it more and more congruent 

with God’s vision for the world. This love needs to infiltrate 

every aspect of our lives from how we act to the decisions 

we make. Love. God’s love. Our love. This is the message 

Bishop Curry proclaimed. This is the 

message we proclaim. This is the 

message I encourage you to proclaim 

everywhere you go.  

 

Bingham+  

Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry gives an address during 
the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle in St. George's Chapel 
at Windsor Castle in Windsor, Britain, May 19, 2018. Owen 
Humphreys/Pool via REUTERS 

Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry gives an address during 
the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle in St. George's Chapel at 
Windsor Castle in Windsor, Britain, May 19, 2018. Owen Humphreys/
Pool via REUTERS 

The Rev. Bingham Powell,  
Rector of St. Mary’s 
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THE  BELLRINGER  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his  
gifts so freely bestowed upon us. 

 

For the beauty and wonder of  your creation,  
in earth and sky and sea. 

We thank you, Lord.  
 

From A Litany of  Thanksgiving BCP p. 837 


