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Small Groups 
A new discernment group is opening.  

If  you have ever wanted to be a part 

of  a small group at St. Mary’s, see 

page 4. 

Save the date now! 
See page 10. 

Music! Music! Music!  
From the Liturgical Choir’s special piece on June 2, to 
our visiting festival choir on June 30, June is full of  
music! See pages 3 and 4 

Hello & Goodbye 
Read about our Sunday School 
Transitions on pages 6 and 7. 

Imagination & the Prophets 
Read more about this adult education offering on 

page 3. 

Cover photo: A close up of  our Pentecost streamers on their storage spool. See this beautiful art 
installation in the church on Pentecost Sunday, June 9. 
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How We Live 
Sharon L. Rodgers, Liturgist 

 

Eternal God, our times are in your hands.   

from a Prayer for the Bishop Search in the Diocese of Oregon. 
 
The search for a new bishop is, at its best, a Spirit-filled 
process of introspection.  The people of a diocese look inward, 
attempting to discern who they are as a diocese which in turn 
allows them to discern what sort of person can best lead them 
into the future.  Individuals who believe they are called to be 
the next bishop of a particular diocese reflect on whether or 
not that truly is their call.  All too often, only a small portion 
of the people in a diocese involve themselves in this work of 
discernment, when in fact everyone has a responsibility for 
participating.  Granted the Standing Committee appoints a 
Search Committee whose members ultimately choose the 
finalists whom the clergy and lay delegates of the diocese vote 
on in electing a new bishop.  But months before applications 
are made available, Search Committees conduct focus groups 
around a diocese for the purpose of soliciting input on how 
people see the diocese, prior to writing a diocesan profile.  
Later, after finalists have been selected, the finalists travel 
around a diocese on what is known as the walkabout when 
any and all Episcopalians in the diocese are invited to come 
see, hear, and question the candidates in an effort to discern 
who among them would be the best choice.  People need to 
make an effort to attend one of these events and then share 
their impressions with the clergy and delegates who will 
ultimately go to the electing convention and cast votes in as 
many ballots as necessary to elect a new bishop.  As long and 
plodding as the process may appear from the outside, every 
step along the way has a purpose, or it wouldn’t be part of the 
process.  The Episcopal Church has been electing bishops for 
a long time. 
  
Just as a bishop search, well done, is a deeply spiritual and 
introspective process, so should be all major life changes that 
we make.  Whether choosing a life partner, applying for a job, 
or taking any other major step, God intends for us to stop and 
listen.   Listen to what the still small voice inside us is telling 
us we really want, what will truly give our lives meaning.  
Listen to who the Spirit is telling us we are meant to be.  
Then, hopefully, we will make choices that make our hearts 
sing, and God smile.  

1300 Pearl Street Eugene, Oregon 97401 
Church Office 541-343-9253 

Web Page:  www.saint-marys.org 
“Like” us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/st.marys.eugene 
“Follow” us on Instagram: 

www.instagram.com/st.marys.eugene/ 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 9 AM to 5 PM,  Monday - Friday 

 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Bingham Powell, Rector 

The Rev. Christine Marie, Small Group Ministry Developer 
The Rev. Heather Parr, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Nancy Crawford, Deacon 
The Rev. Tom English, Deacon 

 

MUSIC 
Ty Zeller, Assistant Organist 

Linnae Eckley, Cherub Choir Director 
Jessica Rossi, Psalmist & Intergenerational Choir Director 

Carrie Peil Warner, Joyful Noise Choir Director 
Tom Trent, Liturgical Choir Director 

Christine Zeller-Powell, Spanish Service Pianist 
 

OFFICE 
Judy Alison, Building and Operations Manager 

Email: judy@saint-marys.org 
Louise Fortuna, Communication and Program Coordinator 

and Bellringer Editor 
Email: louise@saint-marys.org 

Lana Johnson, Finance and Records Manager 
Email: lana@saint-marys.org 

Tom Beckstrand, Facilities and Grounds Maintenance 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND  
YOUNG ADULTS 

Glenda Jeter, Nursery Coordinator & Care Giver  
Taylor Cabrera, Nursery Care Giver 

Sue Ann Hinman, Children’s Ministries Director 
Carolyn Williams, Youth Ministries Director 

The Rev. Doug Hale, Campus Chaplain 
Kristyn Dodge, Assistant Chaplain 

 

VESTRY 
Chris Spinks, Senior Warden 
Phil Barnhart, Junior Warden 

Pam Birrell 
Lydia Fabian 
Peter Ganter 

Carolyn Gates 
Rosie Hammond 
Katharine Hunt 
Megan Lintner 
Don Loomis 
Rose Thomas 
Peter Verrey 

Tamara Bressi, Clerk 
Ron Scharfer, Treasurer 
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Happenings 

A Special Piece by the Liturgical Choir  
Sunday, June 2 at 11 AM 

 

On Sunday, June 2 at the 11 AM service the Liturgical 
Choir will perform the musical play Totentanz by German 
organist and composer Hugo Distler (1908-1942).  The 
dialogue is based on 12 panels at St. Mary’s Church in 
Lübeck, Germany created after the plague of 1349-50 that 
depict characters from all walks of life called by Death to 
give an account of their lives. The characters will be read 
in English translation by our singers and the part of Death 
will be read by Fred Crafts.   
 

Between these encounters, the Choir sings short motets in 
the original German exhorting the living to righteousness. 
The music, while based on Renaissance models, features 
much more varied and complex rhythms and harmonies.  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Imagination and the Prophets 
An Adult Education Offering 

Sunday, June 2 at 3 PM 
 

Please join us for the final installment of our three-part 
series in which we are exploring the courage, poetry, and 
imagination of the prophets. In each class we have been 
exploring a biblical prophet and someone who embodies 
some element of the prophetic tradition. In the fall, we 
looked at Daniel and Dietrich Bonhoeffer to help 
understand prophetic courage. In the winter, we looked at 
Micah and Maya Angelou to illuminate the role of poetry 
in prophecy. In this final class, we will explore imagination 
in the prophetic tradition by exploring Isaiah and 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Golden Age Group 
Monday, June 3 at 12 Noon 

 

If you are 70 years old or older, we hope you will join us. 
Bring a lunch and join us in the Guild Room. This will be 
our last gathering until September.  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Pentecost 
Sunday, June 9 

 

Pentecost is the day we celebrate the visiting of the Holy 
Spirit on the early followers of Jesus. It is also considered 
the Church’s birthday. Our Cherub and Joyful Noise 
choirs will sing at the 9:30 AM service. Our 11 AM service 
will be a Solemn High Eucharist which includes the use of 
incense. 

End-of-Year Celebration Brunch 
Splish Splash - We are having a bash  

Sunday, June 9, 10:30 -11:30 AM 
 

Join us for a brunch to celebrate the end of the 2018 - 2019 
children choirs, Sunday school program, and Nursery.  All 
parishioners are welcome. Sign up outside the Guild Room. 
More children and youth news on pages 6 & 7. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Confirmation Sunday 
June 9 at 4 PM 

 

Join us for a Confirmation service and reception with Bishop 
Michael Hanley, who is making a special trip to St. Mary’s to 
confirm some of our CAP (Confirmation and Pilgrimage) 
youth before they go on their pilgrimage. We encourage you 
to attend and support our youth in this meaningful sacrament.  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

St. Mary’s Widows’ Group 
Thursday, June 13 at 12:30 PM 

 

Widows of St. Mary’s join us for lunch at SweetWaters at 
River Valley River Inn, 1000 Valley River Way. Questions? 
Call Helga N at 541-343-0228 or Jean S at 541-520-2285 
 

“Try to be a rainbow in someone’s cloud.”  Maya Angelou    
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

HIBsters (Happy In-betweeners) 
Saturday, June 22 at 1 PM 

 

Join the HIBsters at Awbrey Park (at the intersection of River 
Rd and Spring Creek Dr.) Spring Creek runs through the 
northeastern part of the park, with wildlife and native plants. 
Bring a board game and food to share. We will be there - rain 
or shine. No July meeting. We will reconvene at the parish 
picnic in August. Questions? Contact 
Lana_R_Johnson@hotmail.com. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Sponsor-a-Pilgrim 
 

Missed the tea? It's not too late! You can still be a special part 
of our pilgrimage by sponsoring a pilgrim or a pilgrimage 
event! Forms are outside the Guild Room. Questions? Email 
Carolyn Williams at carolyn@saint-marys.org 
 

Big thanks to all who have already sponsored our pilgrims. It 
means so much to us as we embark on this spiritual journey, 
knowing that so many of St. Mary’s generous parishioners 
will be praying for us. We’ll be praying for you, too! 
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Sunday, June 30 
at the 9:30 AM Service 

 

On Sunday, June 30 we will host a picfest guest choir. Our 

featured choir will be Los Robles Children's Choir from 

California, under the direction of Edward Rouse. They will be 

here as part of the annual Pacific International Choral 

Festivals taking place in Eugene in late June. 

 

In this 22nd season, picfest 2019 brings together six choirs 

from California, North Carolina, and Washington to 

participate in a week of music-making and friendship. The 

festival ends with the Gala Concert “Turn the Music Up” 

featuring the combined festival chorus led by internationally 

acclaimed composer and conductor Susan Brumfield. 

 

The concert is Sunday, June 30 at 7:30 PM, in the Main 

Auditorium at First Baptist Church (3555 Fox Meadow Road). 

Tickets can be purchased in person, online or by phone at the 

Hult Center Box Office, or at the door. 

 

In appreciation for hosting a picfest choir this morning, you 

may use the special discount vouchers provided to St. Mary’s 

Episcopal Church members. This wonderful evening of choral 

artistry is perfect for music lovers of all ages 8 and up! 

 

For more information about picfest, visit www.picfest.org. 

Listening Hearts 

The Rev. Christine Marie, Small Group Ministry Developer 

 

Open Enrollment 
Three-Month Discernment Group for  

Small Groups Ministry to Begin June 30 

 
At St. Mary’s, we want to offer 

the opportunity for each person 

who wants one to be in a small 

group that meets regularly. A 

small group could be a place 

where you find and get closer to 

other parishioners who share 

some of your spiritual interests 

and goals. A small group can be 

a place where you learn more 

about yourself, God, and 

others.  

 

I anticipate there will be many types of groups at St. 

Mary’s, including support groups, study groups, prayer 

groups, spiritual direction groups, and groups for various 

practices. If you can imagine it, you can make it happen! 

 

Many people have expressed an interest in belonging to a 

small group, but do not know where to begin. In 2019, 

we are offering several cycles of 3-month discernment 

groups for people who want to explore the possibilities. 

 

This new discernment group is open to anyone who: 

 

 Is exploring the practice of taking turns and listening 

deeply to God and to each other. 

 

 Wants to decide whether they are being called to 

lead or organize a small group. 

 

 Is discerning what kind of group they would like to 

participate in and make happen. 

 

The first meeting of the group will be Sunday, June 30. 

All are welcome. The second and third meetings will be 

at the end of July and August, for people from this first 

meeting who commit to further discernment. 

 

Please join me Sunday, June 30, from 4 to 6 PM in the 

Guild Room, and bring a friend! 

 

Questions? Contact me at christine@saint-marys.org. 

picfest Choir Visiting 

Photo credit: Christine Marie 
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Vestry Report 

We are to the time of the year when schedules begin to 

change. School years are coming or have come to an end, 

summer plans are being made, and parish life slows down as 

we settle into the unhurried pace of Ordinary Time. But 

changes and leisurely tempos do not mean inactivity. The 

vestry will continue to make progress on their two goals for 

the year. The subcommittee on volunteers has already begun 

to receive responses from several ministry leaders within the 

parish. We will continue to collate the data coming in with 

an eye toward a more robust and effective set of resources 

for recruitment and management of the many volunteers at 

St. Mary’s. The subcommittee looking at the larger picture of 

St. Mary’s five-year goals will continue to evaluate those 

goals with an eye toward assessing and celebrating progress. 

   

At the May vestry meeting the vestry voted to have St. 

Mary’s participate in the city-wide Spreading Kindness 

Campaign. You can see more about this exciting campaign at 

www.spreadingkindnesscampaign.org. Look for more 

information in the coming months as we involve the parish 

in creating a culture of kindness in Eugene/Springfield, one 

small act of kindness at a time.  

 

Speaking of acts of kindness, there have been many in the 

last few months that the vestry is especially thankful for. 

With the loss of an organist and music director, we are 

thankful for the kindness of Ty Zeller, Samuel Kalcheim, 

and Marylee Lannan. These three talented musicians have 

kindly offered their talents as organists. Our worship services 

haven’t missed a beat (pun intended!).  

 

We are also thankful for the many church groups and parish 

families who prepared and served meals at the Family Night 

Summer Fun Fund - June 2 

Each year we take a collection for our 

Summer Fun Fund, which is given to 

eight local organizations that work with 

unhoused and at-risk kids, and they use 

the money to provide creative fun like 

swimming and skating, field trips and 

day camps, and  indoor and outdoor 

sports.  

 

ShelterCare, one of the organizations receiving the money, 

said that 48 children (ages 6 months to 17) from struggling 

families benefited from our grants last year and that these 

families were most grateful. Families who are struggling with 

homelessness also struggle to create a sense of normalcy, 

Shelter during two weeks in May. The kindness and 

hospitality of St. Mary’s shined brightly to those families at 

the shelter.  

 

The organizers of the Women’s Retreat deserve a special 

nod of gratitude. When a fire destroyed a section of the 

retreat center where the Women’s Retreat was to be held, 

this group adeptly adjusted at the last minute and put 

together a wonderful one-day retreat at a new location. 

Their perseverance, adaptability, and most especially focus 

on community building, encapsulated the spirit of St. Mary’s 

in all sorts of ways.  

 

Finally, the vestry wants to express an incredible amount of 

appreciation to Sue Ann Hinman. Sue Ann will be retiring 

from her role as the head of the Children’s Ministry at the 

end of June. The contribution from her years of service to 

St. Mary’s is incalculable. Many families have found their 

way to St. Mary’s over these past few years and the 

Children’s Ministry has provided something for them and 

their children that few communities can. This is due in large 

part to Sue Ann’s leadership and heart for St. Mary’s young 

ones. 

 

We are thankful, as this season creates changes to schedules 

and rhythms in our homes and in our parish, that life and 

love at St. Mary’s is as long as summer days and as bright as 

the summer sun.  

 

Gratefully, 

Chris Spinks, senior warden 

constancy, and hope for their children. Having fun together 

can make all the difference. 

 

Last year our funds helped Josh, 43, enroll his 12-year old 

son in a summer basketball camp at the YMCA. During the 

times his son was at camp, Josh was able to attend AA 

meetings and search for long-term employment. Josh is now 

sober and has found stable employment as a landscaper. 

 

Many thanks for the fun and healthy experiences you 

provided last year and together we will help create another 

fun summer. Checks can be written to St. Mary’s with SFF 

on the memo line or cash can be put in the SFF envelopes 

in your bulletin. Many thanks! 

http://www.spreadingkindnesscampaign.org


Vacation Bible Camp 2019 
SPLASH! 

August 19 to 23  

8:45 AM to 12 Noon 

 

This year we will be using the 

Spark Summer curriculum, 

which focuses on a different 

Bible story about water each day.  

Spark Summer is centered on 

placing God’s Word into kids’ 

hands.  

 
AND middle and high school 

students; we especially would 

love your support/help during 

the week with our younger 

youth.  So, please mark your 

calendars also.  This is a 

wonderful volunteer activity to 

put on job and college 

applications!  

 
Sue Ann Says Good-bye & Hello! 

 

Dear Saint Mary’s, 

  

I have been so blessed…   to have worked at Saint Mary’s as the 

Sunday School Director these last 6 years.  This position 

gave me the ability to continue working with children each 

week, teaching them, guiding them and supporting them as 

they attended church with their families.   

  

I have been so blessed…   to have worked with the Saint Mary’s 

staff, the Sunday school teachers and parishioners and I say 

thank you for the amazing support that I received to help 

nurture a program for our young students.   

  

I will be so blessed…   to say HELLO to all of you in church 

and at future Saint Mary’s events in my new role as 

parishioner, volunteer, and friend.   

  

Blessings and thanks to you all,  

Sue Ann 

Splish Splash – We are having a BASH! 

End-of-Year Celebration Brunch 

Sunday, June 9, 10:30 to 11:30 AM 
 

Come join us in Berktold Hall for brunch and to celebrate 

the end of the 2018 - 2019 children choirs, Sunday school 

program, and nursery.  We will review our successful, fun 

packed year as well as honor our teachers and volunteers that 

made our programs possible.  All parishioners are invited. 

Sign up at the table outside the Guild Room. 

 

Confirmation Sunday 

 June 9 at 4 PM  
 

Please join us for a Confirmation service with Bishop 

Michael Hanley.  Bishop Hanley is making a special trip to St. 

Mary’s to confirm some of our CAP (Confirmation and 

Pilgrimage) youth before they go on their pilgrimage. 

Everyone is invited to join us and support our youth in this 

meaningful sacrament.  

 

Combined Summer Sunday School 
 

We start our Summer Sunday School schedule on June 16.  

All entering kindergarteners through entering 4th graders will 

be combined together to continue their religious education 

each Sunday.  The 5th through 12th graders will stay in the 

church with their families for the sermon.   

 

July will be MUSIC month! Every Sunday, during Sunday 

school, our music team will work with students on learning 

an anthem to perform during the 9:30 service on July 28. 

Students will get to work with their voices, instruments, and 

each other to create a fun and beautiful memory.  

 

Youth Pilgrimage  
 

Nine 16 and 17 year olds and 

4 adult leaders are going on 

our spiritual Pilgrimage to 

England and France this 

summer. Their theme is 

“Discovery.”  

 

St. Mary’s youth have been going on 

pilgrimages since 2002. Want to know 

more about our process? We’ve linked 

articles on the front page of our website. 

 

We will be sharing more about this 

pilgrimage when their journey begins in 

July. Watch for details on Facebook, 

Instagram, and our weekly emails.  

Children, Youth, and Families News 
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Splash 
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Children, Youth, and Families News 

Sunday School Transitions 
 

After six years guiding our Sunday School ministry, Sue 

Ann Hinman is ready to retire. I am so grateful for her 

ministry here with us, helping lead and strengthen it. As a 

teacher herself, Sue Ann brought many gifts to our 

classrooms through her leadership with the teachers and 

students. From new opening and closing rituals for our 

classes to regular field trips for the kids and their families, 

Sue Ann has brought many wonderful new ideas to our 

program. As grateful as I am to Sue Ann for her ministry, I 

am even more grateful to say that this is not a goodbye! Sue 

Ann will still be a part of our parish, you might even see her 

helping out with some Sunday School activities in the 

future! 

  

The personnel 

committee, along 

with a small group of 

parents and teachers, 

have been working 

since January to 

discern next steps.  

I am pleased to 

announce that we 

have decided to hire 

Carolyn Williams, 

our Youth Ministries 

Director, to be our 

Children and Youth 

Ministries Director, 

taking on both roles. 

Sue Ann’s last day 

will be June 30. 

Along with our 

usual end-of-the-school-year activities, Sue Ann will be 

spending this month helping Carolyn transition into this 

new role. Sue Ann’s last big event is a party, our Sunday 

School Celebration on June 9. The whole parish is always 

invited to this, but this year is a particularly good one to be 

there to celebrate and show Sue Ann our appreciation for 

her years of service to our children, youth, and families.  

 

Bingham+ 

Sue Ann and Carolyn on our  
Spencer Butte family hike last summer. 

Strolling down memory lane with Sue Ann. We are so grateful 

for the amazing programs she has led at St. Mary’s. 

Help us Celebrate Sue Ann at the  

End-of-Year Celebration Brunch on Sunday, June 9,  
after the 9:30 AM service. Everyone is invited.  

Sign up at church or email Louise@saint-marys.org  
and ask to be added to the list. 
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Outreach News 

St. Mary’s Outreach Ministry Council 
 
A big thank you to everyone who took part in our outreach 
dinner program for St. Vincent’s Family Night Shelter in 
May.  Because you volunteered we were able to bring in 
nourishing dinners for 15 families (including over 30 
children) most nights during our assigned two weeks.  
Look for information about our next opportunity to serve 
dinners in the August Bellringer. Thank you. 
 
Circle your calendars now as That’s My Farmer will be 
hosting a fund raiser dinner at Party Down Town on 
Monday, September 30. Funds raised will go towards the 
Low Income Fund which is used by member farmers for 
their CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) Food 
Shares for those that can least afford them.  More 
information will be available in the August Bellringer and St. 
Mary’s weekly email news closer to the date.   
 

World Refugee Day events 
 
Seeking Asylum At Our Southern Borders  
Thursday, June 20, 5-9 PM First United Methodist,  
1376 Olive St., Eugene  
 
Featured Speaker:  Jill Zwiers, a dynamic activist who 
volunteers regularly in Tijuana, shares compelling stories 
and images of asylum seekers she’s met and what’s 
happening at the border. Also that evening, a panel 
discussing legislative, legal, and health-related issues of 
asylum seekers locally and at the border. 
 

Three food carts • Traditional ethnic desserts  
“Portraits of Immigrants” • More than 30 info tables 
Multicultural books • “Stories From the Diaspora”  

Mariachi music • A model hielera (ice box)   
Opportunities to assemble refugee relief kits that include 

personal notes 
 
Witnessing at Homestead - The Largest For-profit U.S. 
Detention Center for Migrant Children 
Saturday, June 22, 7 PM at Unitarian Universalist Church, 
1685 W 13th Ave., Eugene 
 
Speaker: Anne Bridgman is a writer, editor, and activist 
who volunteers with the Refugee Resettlement Coalition. 
She recently visited Homestead, Florida. 
 
Both of these World Refugee Day events are free and open 
to the public. 
 
 
 

Earth Stewards 
 
St. Mary’s Earth Stewards is a member of Interfaith 
Earthkeepers: site www.interfaithearthkeepers.org 
 
Happening: A Clean Energy Revolution 
Friday June 7 at 7 PM  
Central Lutheran Church, 1857 Potter St, Eugene 
 
Earthkeepers is hosting a screening of Happening: A Clean 
Energy Revolution. This documentary is a journey into the clean 
energy era as it creates jobs, turns profits, and makes 
communities stronger and healthier across the US. Explore 
issues of human resilience, social justice, embracing the 
future, and finding hope for our survival.   
 
Also from Earth Stewards: This is excerpted from an article in 
Lane County Audubon Society newsletter The Quail by Debbie 
Schlenoff.   
 
“Most of us are aware of the alarming decline in populations 
of pollinators and other beneficial insects. This affects all of 
us, our food supply, and the birds that we love. In addition to 
habitat loss, pesticides use is a major culprit. Recent 
investigations have found pesticide residue everywhere, in the 
body tissues of people and animals, in the food we buy at our 
supermarkets, and even in our beer and wine. 
 

Some of the worst offenders are in the neonicotinoid and 
organophosphate families of pesticides, including frequently 
used chlorpyrifos, one of the most harmful insecticides……. 
 

The Environmental Protection Agency’s own analysis found 
chlorpyrifos ‘likely to adversely affect’ about 97% of 
threatened and endangered animals…. 
 

Among several ill effects on people, it has been shown to 
have detrimental effects in children on the development of 
their brains and on their motor development even at very low 
exposures. A plethora of evidence on the harmful effects of 
chlorpyrifos led the EPA to propose a ban on its use…..But 
in 2017, the then ….EPA chief, Scott Pruitt, reversed the ban.  
Currently, the use of this poison remains legal and, 
unfortunately, widespread in our country. So if the federal 
protection agency failed to protect us, what can we do?..... 
 

We need to work from the ground up, literally.  Let’s plant 
native vegetation for wildlife and keep our yards free of 
poisons. We can encourage our neighbors to do the same.  
Let’s support the city in restricting pesticide use. (Note that 
Eugene became the first city in the nation to ban the use of 
neonics on city property.)  While we continue to push at the 
national level for the EPA to do its job properly, we can enact 
reform at the state level.  Help protect our children and 
wildlife including the birds and the bees…… 
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ECW Presents 
 

NIGHT AT THE MOVIES 
 

Damascus Classroom 
 

Thursdays in June and July 
6 PM to 7 PM - BYO Dinner 

Movie Starts Promptly at 7 PM 
All Are Welcome! 

Contact: Deacon Nancy Crawford 

Thursday, June 27 
 

ON THE BASIS OF SEX 
Inspired by the powerful true story of a young Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg 

 
Thursday, July 18 

 

MISS POTTER 
Based on the life of Beatrix Potter, author of  “The Tale 
of Peter Rabbit” and so many other beloved tales 

 
Discover how these two women defied the norms of 
society and expectations of the role of women. 

Church Women United (CWU) 
 
Strawberry Social 
Friday, June 7, 9 to 11:15 AM  
United Lutheran Church 
2230 Washington Street 
 

THE PROBLEM OF INEQUALITY  
Join CWU for a chance to share our thoughts about 
inequality in this country while enjoying delicious 
strawberry treats. 
 
June Forum and Breakfast at Brails 
Tuesday, June 11 at 7:30 AM 
We’ll continue our discussion on Inequality. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD TO SEPTEMBER 6 
Exploring the three faiths (Jewish, Christian, Muslim) that 
hold Jerusalem sacred.  

THANK YOU FOR A GENEROUS 
UNITED THANK OFFERING INGATHERING 

 
On Sunday, May 19, the UTO Ingathering brought in over 
$750! These funds will be added to other ingatherings from 
Episcopal churches worldwide.  
 
UTO was founded to encourage Episcopalians to notice the 
good things happening in their daily lives and make small thank 
offerings in a UTO Blue Box. The following year, 100% of 
those thank offerings is awarded as grants. Since 1889, UTO 
has collected and granted $138,629,911.07 in thank offerings to 
support innovative mission and ministry.  
 
Gratitude is an important and needed expression of faith in the 
world today. If you think about dropping coins into a blue box 
as an expression of the good things God is doing in the midst 
of us, then you turn your blessings into blessings for others. 
 
Thanks are given, too, to Melissa Prince, who coordinated the 
UTO Ingathering for the past two years. She is stepping down 
from leadership. If you are interested in taking a lead in this 
ministry, or finding out more about UTO, please contact 
Deacon Nancy Crawford. 
 

PICK UP A BLUE BOX IN THE 
NARTHEX AND START COUNTING 

YOUR BLESSINGS THROUGH 
PRAYER AND COINS. 

Long-time Parishioner 
CYNTHIA KOKIS 
Honored by CWU 

 
Cynthia Kokis was awarded the 
2019 Valiant Woman Award by 
Church Women United during the 
May Friendship Day luncheon. 
She was honored as “a woman 
who has given service to CWU, 
her church and her community.” 
Cindy serves CWU as Ecumenical 

Actions Chair and also started Summer Fun Fund which is 
now chaired by St. Mary’s parishioner, Phyllis Hockley. Cindy 
organized the “Time Out Nursery” program which ran for 
many years at St. Mary’s, giving young parents a few hours 
during the week to run errands, attend classes, and care for 
themselves. She has represented St. Mary’s Outreach Ministry 
Council on OFRAH, and also is involved in many community 
organizations such as CALC and WAND. Congratulations 
Cindy! 

Cynthia Kokis, pictured here with 
Anne O’Brien, CWU-Lane 

County president 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) News 

Ministry for the women of St. Mary’s, by the women of St. Mary’s. No membership required. 
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Help Needed 

Welcome Desk Volunteers 
 

Please consider this 

important and 

rewarding ministry. 

These volunteers, called 

Office Assistants, are 

the first to greet and 

assist people who come 

to us for information, 

help, and guidance. 

Our office is open 

from 9 AM to 5 PM 

Monday through 

Friday. Welcome Desk 

volunteers sign up for 

two-hour or four-hour 

shifts. Answering the door and phones are primary 

tasks. Experience with either is helpful, but not 

necessary.  

 

If you’re interested, contact Jill Liberty, Office 

Assistants Coordinator (541-344-7906 or 

jliberty@efn.org) and/or Judy Alison, Building and 

Operations Manager (541-343-9253 or judy@saint-

marys.org). We’d love to talk about your interest in this 

volunteer position.  

News of  the Family 

Bishop John Thornton is going to have a book signing 

at St. Thomas Episcopal Church (1465 Coburg Rd, 

Eugene) on Saturday, June 15 at 1 PM.  

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Toivo, son of Liz and Brian Vollmer-Buhl, was baptized 

on May 5. 

Annabelle, daughter of Meredith and Rob Baker, was 

baptized on May 12.  

Kratin, Paisley, and Preston, children of Trena and 

Blaine Hilton and grandchildren of Leslie and Tom 

Hilton, were baptized on May 19. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Scott Van Fossen died on March 28.  

Richard Sept, husband of Beverly Sept, died on April 9. 

Parish Picnic 
Sunday, August 18 

3:30 to 5:30 PM 
 

At Lively Swim Center 
6100 Thurston Road, behind Splash Wave Pool 

 

Family • Friends • Fellowship • Hamburgers  
Hot Dogs • Veggie Options •  Delicious Salads 

Yummy Desserts •  Covered Picnic Tables  
Clean Restrooms • Great Play Structures  

Lawn Games  

Annual Picnic 

Add the parish picnic to your summer 
calendar and plan to join us. Bring a friend!  

Office Assistants at our annual 
Christmas party. We know how to  

have fun. Won’t you join us?  
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This month, I will be heading off to Virginia Seminary for 

my final three-week residency. After these classes and a 

few final papers to turn in, the only thing remaining will be 

my dissertation!  These courses the past three years have 

been a wonderful opportunity to grow in my faith as I 

engage my mind in learning. While my primary purpose is 

to expand my skills in parish ministry, I have found that I 

am growing in my knowledge of God along the way.   

 

There is a line in The Book of Common Prayer about raising 

children in “the knowledge and love of the Lord.” I have 

always taken these words 

more broadly than as 

something just for 

children. I think it is 

encouragement for 

all of us along the 

journey in faith. We 

strive to follow Jesus, 

and Jesus tells us to love 

God, so why wouldn’t we want 

to learn more about this God we are trying to love? When 

I love someone, I want to learn all about them. The same 

is true about God.  

 

Studying, therefore, is a practice to help us grow closer to 

God. The parish library is one place to find books to help 

you do that. There are books about Scripture, Theology, 

Church History, Prayer, and so much more. There are 

fiction and non-fiction books. There are books for 

children and books for adults. The only tricky thing may 

be trying to decide where to begin! One suggestion might 

be The New Church’s Teaching Series. It is not so new any 

more after twenty years, but the books still offer good, 

simple introductions to topics like Scripture, Prayer, 

Church History, Theology, and Ethics, all from an 

Episcopal/Anglican perspective. Or maybe a book by 

Henri Nouwen. I was just perusing the shelves and saw a 

bunch of his books. If you are looking for fiction, perhaps 

the Harry Potter series with its emphasis on sacrificial love; 

the Narnia series, an allegory for the Christian story; or The 

Red Tent, a imaginative expansion of part of the Jacob saga 

told through the eyes of his daughter, Dinah. Check out 

the library this summer, engage 

your mind, and grow in your 

knowledge and love of God. If 

there is something you seek and 

cannot find, let our librarian, 

Kristyn Dodge, know!  

 

Bingham+  

When I love someone,  

I want to learn all about them. 

The same is true about God.  

Rector’s Closing Thoughts 

The Rev. Bingham Powell,  
Rector of St. Mary’s 

Thank Yous 

Thank you to Anne Maggs and Pam Birrell for leading 
our very successful book groups. 
 
Thank you to our Vestry, for their willingness to take 
time out of their month to meet and make important 
decisions for the church. 
 
Thank you to our Treasurer, Ron Scharfer, who spends 
time each week ensuring the financial health of St. 
Mary’s. 
 
Thank yous to everyone who helped with our Sponsor-a
-Pilgrim Tea, especially Anna Lowden, Kim Davaz, 
Linda Hart, Trish Millener, Marijo Taylor, Nancy 
Crawford, Rose Thomas, Carrie Warner, and Karen 
Johnson. The pilgrims are grateful for your joyful help.  
 
Thank you to Laurie Strother and Kate Beckstrand for 
all their hard work with our rewards programs. These 
programs provide us with extra money each year to help 
fund St. Mary’s ministries. We appreciate Laurie and 
Kate’s work to make parishioners aware of these 
programs.  
 
On behalf of all the children, youth, parents, and 
families of St. Mary's, I'd like to extend our deepest 
thanks for Sue Ann for being our fearless leader for so 
many years. We've appreciated your welcoming smile 
(and crayon packets), your professional leadership, and 
your valuable mentorship of me and all our Sunday 
School teachers. I am honored and excited to follow in 
your footsteps and continue growing this program that 
has flourished under your caring leadership.  

 

–Carolyn Williams, Youth Ministries Director 

Graduates 

Is someone in your family graduating from middle 

school, high school, any post-secondary education 

program? We want to celebrate with you! Send us the 

following information and we will acknowledge it in our 

August Bellringer:  

 name of student;  

 name of school;  

 date of graduation;  

 future plans;  

 and, if possible, a small photo (via email or a 

copy* to be scanned).  *The photo will be 

returned.  

 

Turn in the information by July 15th to Louise Fortuna 

(louise@saint-marys.org):  



 

www.facebook.com/
st.marys.eugene 
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All are welcome at St Mary’s, no matter what age, ethnicity or race, gender identity,  
sexual orientation, or economic and social circumstances. 

THE  BELLRINGER  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

O God, who on this day taught the hearts of  your 
faithful people by sending to them the light of  your 
Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a 
right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice 
in his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of  the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Collect for the Day of  Pentecost 


